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MODULE SPECIFICATION – UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES 

 

KEY FACTS 

 

Module name Introduction to Criminology 

Module code SG1019 

School School of Arts and Social Sciences 

Department or equivalent Department of Sociology 

UK credits 15 

ECTS 7.5 

Level  4 

 

MODULE SUMMARY 

 

Module outline and aims 

 

This module provides an introduction to key issues, perspectives, and debates in criminology, 

and focuses on ‘structural’ approaches to understanding crime and criminal justice. You will 

examine societal-level theories of crime and justice, and explore how these theories shape 

understanding of criminal offending and victimisation, and informal and formal responses to ‘the 

crime problem’. The module provides you with the foundational knowledge and understanding 

required to study higher level criminology for the remainder of your degree. 

 

 To introduce you to the origins and development of the discipline of criminology;  

 To familiarise you to the key issues and perspectives in criminology;  

 To acquaint you with the work of key criminologists; and 

 To equip you to understand and debate emerging issues in the study of criminal 
behaviour; crime control and criminal justice. 
 

Content outline 

 

Criminology will focus on the structural approaches to crime and criminal justice. The module 

will start by introducing you to the emergence of criminology as a distinct discipline. You will 

learn about competing perspectives in criminology such as the classical (free will and rational 



 

choice) and positivist (determinism) schools of thought. The focus will then shift to exploring the 

role of social change and social controls within criminology by drawing attention to the work of 

Durkheim (social function); Chicago School (social disorganisation); Anomie and Strain Theory 

(social structure); and Control Theory (social constraints). These perspectives then lead onto 

discussing issues pertaining to social structure and social inequalities. This will be achieved 

through exploring key perspectives such as Critical Criminology; Left Realist Criminology and 

Gendered Criminologies. The module will therefore have provided the theoretical grounding for 

Term 2. 

 

 

WHAT WILL I BE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE? 

 

On successful completion of this module, you will be expected to be able to: 

 

Knowledge and Understanding 

 

 To demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the origins and development of 
criminology;  

 To understand the competing theoretical perspectives on crime; 

 To describe and define key concepts in criminology. 
 

Skills 

 

 To identify emerging topics in crime and criminal justice; 

 To be able to gather, retrieve and synthesise information from a number of different sources 
in order to make sense of the key issues in criminology and criminal justice.  

 

Values and attitudes: 

 

 Recognise self reliance and the ability to manage time and work to deadlines. 

 

 

 

HOW WILL I LEARN? 

 



 

The module consists of asynchronous lectures and activities and synchronous interactive and/or 

group work which will be structured to ensure all learning outcomes are met and all content 

covered. 

 

Teaching pattern: 

 

Teaching 

component 

Teaching type Contact hours 

(scheduled) 

Self-directed 

study hours 

(independent) 

Placement 

hours 

Total 

student 

learning 

hours 

Asynchronous  Lectures & 

Activities 

10 0  10 

Synchronous Small 

Group/Interactive 

10 130  140 

Totals  20 130  150 
 

 

 

WHAT TYPES OF ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK CAN I EXPECT? 

 

Assessments 

 

Written assignment – An Essay of 1,500 words 

 

Assessment pattern: 

 

Assessment 

component 

Assessment type Weighting Minimum 

qualifying mark 

Pass/Fail? 

Coursework Written assignment 100 40 N/A 

 

Assessment criteria 

 

Assessment Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes students need to 

demonstrate in order to complete an assessment successfully and Grade-Related Criteria are 

descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes students need to demonstrate to achieve a 

certain grade or mark in an assessment.   



 

 

Feedback on assessment 

 

Following an assessment, students will be given their marks and feedback in line with the 

Assessment Regulations and Policy. More information on the timing and type of feedback that 

will be provided for each assessment will be available from the module leader. 

 

Assessment Regulations 

 

The pass mark for the module is 40%. Any minimum qualifying marks for specific assessments 

are listed in the table above. The weighting of the different components can also be found 

above. The Programme Specification contains information on what happens if you fail an 

assessment component or a module. 

 

 

INDICATIVE READING LIST 
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edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Recommended Reading: 
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Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
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Newburn, T. (2007) Criminology, Cullompton: Willan Publishing.  



 

Taylor, I., Walton, P., and Youmg, J. (1973) The New Criminology, London, Routledge 

(**Available from library catalogue as an E-Book)  
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Appendix:  

CODES 

 

HESA Code Description Price Group 

132 Sociology D 

 

JACS Code Description Percentage (%) 

L300 The systematic study of human social institutions 

and social relationships. 

100 

 

 

 

 


