
MA Journalism CltyChat session 

This is an opportunity for you to speak to a number of our students studying on our MA 

Journalism programmes. With a variety of different areas of Journalism represented, 

you can ask about studying Journalism itself or more broadly about PG life here at 

City, University of London in general. 
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Thank you for joining us for this Journalism CityChat session. Over the next hour, you will have the chance to speak to 

a number of our students about what it's like to study journalism here at City and their experiences as postgraduate 

students. Joining us today are students from MA Broadcast Journalism, MA Newspaper Journalism and MA 

International Journalism. They represent a wide range of experiences here at City and please ask them all about their 

experiences. 

Hi, I'm British and currently studying the International Journalism MA at City. 

I'm happy to answer any questions you might have about the course or life at City. Hit me up! 

Hi there! I study broadcast journalism at City. It was only a year ago that I decided I wanted to apply for the course, 

and now I'm here, with only three weeks left until I finish! (starting to look for jobs now *cry*) I am currently editing 

my final project, so if you want to know more about this element of the course, let me know. 

I am originally from Devon, so moving to London was a big deal, but I'm loving it. People always say it's the best place 

in the world, but for me it is ... especially studying journalism. 

Hi I am an MA newspaper journalism student, interested in financial, political and sports journalism. 

Happy to answer any questions you might have about the course, living in London or (almost) anything else. 

Hi guys,  I'm a journalist in Chennai, India and I work for a business newspaper. What has been the most exciting thing 

you've done in your course? 

I think that the most exciting thing I have done is probably report on court cases. There is something pretty thrilling 

about seeing a big criminal case take shape. 

Hi there! Last Wednesday I got to sit in and watch Prime Minister's Questions. That was amazing! We always get great 

opportunities like this. I've been to the BBC and ITV thanks to City! 

Hi! So it's great to be able to talk to you guys! I am going to be coming in September for MA in International 

Journalism. Wanted to know how I should be prepping myself for it? 

Hi, best prep I'd advise would be watch and read lots of international news - The Economist, CNN, BBC World service 

that'd put you in fine shape. Just try and find out as much as possible about what is going on around the world from as 

many sources as possible 

What does day-to-day coursework look like in your programs? 

The course is so practical and it differs every day. Apart from the odd essay now and then, we don't really have any 

take-home coursework. One day a week we go out filming and then the next day we will edit, then we have lectures 

the rest of the time. 
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I think that the full course load is probably about 35 hours a week (maybe a little less). However, the amount of work 

changes week to week i.e. busier at some points than at others. 

If that does not answer your question fully let me know. 

Hi, thanks for your response. I was also wondering what the opportunities are like to do internships during the course? 

Just to chip in � It's great to get your internships/work experience sorted early. Sent off emails to places like the 

BBC, ITV etc. Being a City student, they'll definitely be interested in having you for work experience. If you are 

struggling to find a placement, the university will help you. 

Hi, I will be doing an MA in International Journalism in September. I have lots of question but mostly would like to 

know about the difficulty of the course! How challenging is it? I'm nervous about the expectations of our prior 

knowledge about international affairs and relations? And would like to know what kind of projects and assignments 

are appointed? Is there much choice or are they quite specific? I have a great interest in current affairs and news but 

am not the most politically conversant person! So basically I would like to know what is expected of us coming into the 

course ... 

1. It's not too bad, you'll be fine if you're motivated to become a journalist. It's nothing to worry about 2. No prior 

knowledge is essential but obviously it helps a lot. Try and read and watch as much international news as possible 3. 

project-wise it is a mix of academic writing and journalism (television news, radio and print articles as well) 4. Don't 

worry about being politically literate. It helps and you will become so but it's not completely essential. Expected is a 

passion for journalism and motivation to learn

So first off, since we have three of you here from three different courses, can I ask what you think makes your course 

different? And whether you think taking an MA in Broadcast Journalism, for example, means you'll never get to work in 

Newspaper Journalism? 

Hi. All the courses overlap so much, so I wouldn't worry. People have the misconception that in broadcast you don't 

write, but that's not true, it's just a different style of writing. In broadcast one week you're doing TV and the other 

you're doing radio, so it's really varied. You're learning skills like audio editing, video editing, writing for news shows, 

camera skills . 

Can you tell me what kind of knowledge you can apply to your work after you finish school? 

It depends on the type of journalism that you want to go into. However they all give you lots of practical training, e.g. 

shorthand for print journos, shooting and editing for tv etc. 

The whole course is based around what you will need for a job. 

Thanks! What is the course like for International Journalism? 

The course is great. My advice would be to throw yourself into it and try and test yourself in mediums that you perhaps 

don't know much about- for me this was making news for television 

It's varied and teaches you how to work in radio, TV and print and digital 

How should we go about sending these letters? 
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Hi. So, I started trying to find my work experience in around September last year. There are two ways to go about this. 

First, you can apply through organised channels. For example, the BBC release work experience placements once 

every three/four months - other companies do the same. The second way is by finding the email addresses of places 

you want to do work experience at, like production houses, or find people's emails on Linkedln and drop them a 

message. 

Hi - going to start the Interactive Journalism course this September. when you say you should get your work 

experience sorted early, do you mean messaging places before you have even started the course? 

Hi. That is not a bad idea, however it is not strictly necessary. But do be aware that the earlier you ask someone the 

better chance you have of getting a placement. 

Also you can do it organically. If you meet someone at an event who might be able to give you a placement, ask them 

and then send a follow up email. 

Hi . It doesn't harm to send them about before the course starts. There isn't a single person on my course who hasn't 

completed their work experience, so it's nothing to stress about. Just keep an eye out. A good website to follow is 

mediargh (think that's how it's spelt) 

Hi, I'm going to do an MA in international Journalism. How much flexibility do you have in the course? I mean, I know 

that you have to specialise in print or broadcast, but is it also possible to do print while also doing some radio work? 

Hi, first term you are taught all 4 (print, digital, TV and radio. You then specialise. As part of the course no you can't do 

print and radio but you do also have an elective specialism alongside. I chose political reporting and the broadcast 

stream of International Journalism so therefore I was able to work across both. You also have plenty of time to 

arrange work placements during which you build plenty of experience 

Are the class sizes large? Is there any discussion based module? How is the course load spread out all throughout the 

year. 

I can only really speak for interactive and newspaper courses, but we do have quite small classes (fewer than 10 

people) for workshops. 

However, there are some lectures that are quite big, but these are not really designed as back and forth exchanges. So, 

it varies but there is plenty of contact time and the course leaders are very good at responding to emails. 

*of assignments you guys do and also how sociable is it- I'm nervous about making friends lol esp coolly as I'll be living 

at home 

Hi. So many people on my course live at home. It's a very sociable course because you see each other pretty much all 

day, every day. The terms are a normal length and I have never felt overwhelmed by the assignments (and i get 

overwhelmed easily). There is a mixture of essays and practical assessments. There is an essay perhaps once a month 

(but they're not that long, max 2000 words I think). And the practical assessments are really fun, just testing what 

you've learnt over the year. 

I am a bit nervous as I haven't ever taken journalism classes so the level of difficulty gives me anxiety. So what would 

the expectations be like? Are there studio classes or is it just theoretical? 

It's very practical. Of course there are some lectures, but most of it is practical. You are treated as if you're already in 

the industry, rather than being a student, you're treated like a professional, which is really fun. 
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Hello, I will be studying MA Investigative journalism! I see none of you are on that pathway. From the looks of the 

timetable, it is quite different from the other strands. Is that correct? 

Hi, the investigative course is a wee bit different but not drastically so. For example, a lot of them are in the shorthand 

class with me. 

From what I know from people on the course it does not sound drastically different, but they do look at investigative 

techniques in more detail. 

Another good thing about investigative is that you have some of the most revered teachers at the school: Paul 

Lash mar and Heather Brooke. 

I am sure they would be able to help of you were to drop them an email. 

Did any of you enter the MA programs already having professional experience? I guess what I'm asking is if the courses, 

particularly International Journalism, would be useful for someone who isn't coming straight out of school but wants 

to get ahead in their journalism career. 

Hi. I'm currently on the MA International Journalism. I had a year in business media. I would say a lot have previous 

experience but a lot also do not. Furthermore, as we all study print, digital, tv and radio journalism there is no one who 

is drastically more experienced than anyone else. I would say it's fine for someone coming out of school if you mean 

university, so long as you're ready to take on a master's it's a great way to build contacts in the industry and City's 

reputation is renowned by professionals 

Thanks- I also wanted to ask you guys this. There is a perception with journalism that all you need to really do is 

report & that that is enough to get you into the industry, not an MA. How beneficial do you think an MA is? {The reason I 

ask is because I already freelance for the BBC) 

Hi. Nice one! That's great experience. I think generally if you want to move higher up the ranks, an MA is considered 

necessary. We have people working at BBC Radio 4 and BBC 3 Counties and they still chose to do this course. Perhaps 

speak with your line manager? 

Thank u soo much! Another question is this course is useful for current British media environment? 

Yes, the course is designed to get you a job. Everything in it is structured to give you the skills that employers are 

looking for. 

Thanks - my other question is is there a way to meet people who are going to be on the journalism course before we 

begin? I am looking to move close to City and would be interested in seeing if other people on the course would be 

interested in finding a place together? 

Before the course began, a FB chat was created. I know a lot of meet ups were organised beforehand. Also, your first 

week is just an introductory week where you have taster lessons etc . 

oh ok. And I'm a lifestyle journalist. So, I'm obviously very inclined towards that subject. Will it be difficult to get 

placements in such a specific subject? 

Not at all, you are also able to select specialisms in term 2. I chose political reporting but there is an arts and culture 

option and I believe lifestyle is also one. In any case, work placement opportunities in lifestyle are definitely advertised 

and available to city students 
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Also what's the social aspect like? I'll be living at home an hour away so don't want to miss out! 

Most of my course live at home and I'm so jealous because they're saving money and get their meals made for them. 

The course is actually really social. We probably do something once a week, like go out for drinks and stuff. Plus, you 

make your group of friends and do stuff with them. There's so much to do in London! 

How are terms set out and what kind of assignments are set? How many people are on the course and is it set out like 

seminars? 

Hi. It varies from course to course, however everyone is given a specific area and they cover that as if they were 

working for a local organisation. There are other essay-style assignments covering media law and ethics that everyone 

does. 

Hi, I will be joining City for an MA in Financial Journalism. I'm a Journalist from Africa. How is the course -(generally) 

and any advice for a foreigner looking to live in London? 

Hi, good to hear from you. I can only speak as someone not from London and moving here relatively recently. London 

is a city full of opportunity and a fantastic diversity. I've lived here for six months now and haven't been bored for a 

single second, so I'm sure you'll find plenty to keep you occupied 

Also, why did you take the MA in international journalism as a British student? Did you not want to specialise or are 

you looking for a career abroad? 

I studied a BA in Modern Languages and decided I wanted to focus my career on foreign reporting. The course is 

designed to help train you for a career abroad as well 

Thanks. Interested to see how it will be. Yes, I am very impressed by the teachers. Cheers 

Thank you so much  

Your answers have been super helpful and made me a lot less nervous, so thanks! Can I ask what the timetable is 

like? Do you have classes every morning 8amor do they vary across modules etc? 

Hi, the timetable is busy but manageable. You generally have 5 hours of classes a day on average and never before 

9am. Some days it is 9-5, others it is just 10-12 for example 

Thank you for your answers so far! Are there opportunities at City to learn shorthand? 

Hi, yes we do offer courses in shorthand on the courses here at City to get you ready for the working world 
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Hello everyone. Will be starting MA Television Journalism in September. A few questions: 1) What's the most useful 

preparation I can do between now and starting? (I saw Roy's answer about reading news - anything else)? 2) Did you 

find time to relax during the holidays or are they a time to catch-up on studies/work/complete a brief internship 3) 

Now that you are coming to the end of your course, what did you find City lacked that you would have liked to have 

been taught? 

Hi 

1) Read through the course specification e.g. what modules will you be studying, do you need to prepare work 

experience. Other than that,just keep up to date with the news. 

2) So the holidays aren't a complete break but neither are you really stressed. Across both Christmas and Easter I had 

once piece of work and then was doing my work experience. When you're enjoying your course and your placement, it 

doesn't really feel like work. 

3) I would have liked to learn how to edit for snapchat and also shorthand. 

Also, this is the first time I would be living in London. What would the expenses be like? 

It varies depending on what you are looking for or where you are going to live. However, London is expensive. 

Some of the cheaper accommodation is post-grad halls. Accommodation there is roughly 150 per week all bills 

included. 

This page might be able to give you a better idea: https://www.city.ac.uk/study/fees-and-funding/financial-support

services 

Hi! Is there anyone from the MA Financial Journalism? Or anyone working on business or financial reporting? 

Hi I do some financial stuff though am not on the course. Feel free to ask qs of me. 

Would there be any examinations taking place over the year? How much time do we have to prepare for our final 

project? I believe unlike other schools we do not have a dissertation 

There are a few, like a media law test, an ethics test, a newsgathering and news test. You have so much time for the 

final project. I filmed mine back in March and am editing it now! 

 following up on your answer, do you think you should have done an MA in Broadcast Journalism? 

It's a good question. I personally have no regrets but I know the Broadcast course is very highly rated particularly 

within the UK. If you're set on a UK-based job in broadcast I'd choose this. If you're looking to work abroad then 

International is perhaps a better option for you 

thank you so much for your help! 

And dose this course has some professional practices? 

The whole thing is designed so that you work as if you were a professional. So for example, you are given an area that 

you have to cover in London as if you were a real reporter for a local organisation. 
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if you choose to specialise in Broadcast, does that mean that you work with both video and radio, or focus on just 

one of those two? 

Hi, both! And you have special classes for each. You also make a 30-minute news programme once a week. so one 

week it'll be for radio, the next for television (more or less in the BBC style) 

Hi I'm going to be starting the MA Broadcast Journalism course in September. I was just wondering from the 

work placements you find over the academic year, how likely is it for students to then secure permanent 

employment after the course with the companies they have done internships with? 

It's a very difficult industry to get in to, and unlike many other professions, there are few schemes. Some people have 

been lucky enough! (very jealous). Probably the best way is to do freelancing for a longer period, rather than just 1/2 

weeks in a placement. But, regardless, the experience is so valuable and I have made great contacts! 

Hey everyone. My question is about finding a place to stay. Do any of you have any advice or insight into finding a 

place to live in London? Did anyone elect to live through the university's housing options, and if so what was that 

like? 

Look on spareroom. That's where I found my accommodation. Also, a FB group will be created for your course. A 

bunch of people are living together be of this. 

That sounds amazing! In undergrad, we believe in experiential learning. I'm thrilled and how are the job prospects 

after graduation? Are there college career fairs that have placements? 

The job prospects are about the best you can get for journalism. There are no career fairs as such, but there are a lot of 

events where people from organisations come and talk to you, these are good places to make contacts. 

If you are enrolled in one type of journalism, could you perhaps take courses under the other types/ sections of 

journalism? 

Hi, it depends on the course that you are studying. There are some elective modules on certain courses that allow 

you to look at other areas. Best thing to do would be to check the website where there is a full listing of all the 

modules (core and elective) for each course 

Ah that's so great to hear! Is it pretty much 9-5 mon-fri or pretty varied? 

Generally speaking I get in at 9 and leave 5/6 ish. It might vary depending on lectures. 

And what is life in London like? I'm from South Africa, although I lived in London as a kid but haven't lived there as an 

adult. A lot of people say it can be quite lonely ... did you all find it to be lonely or is the course very social and did you 

find it easy to make friends? 

London is great and the International course is very social so there's no way you'll be lonely in terms of struggling to 

make friends 
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There is so much to do! Join some clubs. I have joined a book club since moving here. And I go to the gym a lot. It can 

get lonely, like anywhere, but you'll have a great community at City. 

also, how many people actually take the optional shorthand course/ does it fit well with the other courses? Time wise I 

mean 

Not many to be honest on the International stream. In terms of balancing your time there is definitely room for it if you 

choose to take the course however 

You had mentioned reporting in the city. is it difficult for people new to the city/country to report, as they wouldn't 

know the area that well/at all/ 

I suppose it can be challenging. However, having a different perspective on things can be a real bonus. like anything 

else, it is about throwing yourself into it. 

Thanks is the 2018/19 Calendar out ? 

I'd suggest taking a look at the web timetable page here for an idea of what the timetable is likely to look like 

https://sws.city.ac.uk/tt1718/default.aspx?dm_t=0%2c0%2c0%2c0%2c0 

sorry for all the questions, but is investigative journalism an optional specialisation for the international 

journalism students? 

Yep, available in term two 

Due to my lack of experience in the field, would it help if I interned over the summer? Would that act as a good 

introduction to my corse? Would you recommend any tips for preparing before I start so I am not entirely lost during 

the classes / seminars? 

Yeah, why not! The BBC work experience schemes open every 3-4 months! Perhaps find some newsrooms you like, or 

some production houses. It wouldn't hurt :; But, it's not essential, so don't worry. There's not a whole lot of prep 

you can do. 

You do not really need to, though i am sure it would help. I would say that the best way to prepare is read the news as 

much as possible. It will be helpful to have a good grasp of current affairs local, national and international 

do you think there is still room to work abroad with an MA in Broadcast Journalism or will an MA in International 

Journalism better set you up (although I'm unsure if the latter provides training in U.K. media law?) 

Either to be honest. People on my course have secured jobs in places like Paris, Brussels and Poland. It's really 

whatever course you think will give you a basis to start your career. 

Is the accommodation mentioned on the website difficult to get into? 
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Hi, to take a look at the accommodation on offer, please see this webpage below. There's an email address there for 
the accommodation team and if you want to know about how to get a place they can help you with more details. 
https://www.city.ac. u k/study /livi ng-i n-london/accom modation/postgrad uate-ha lls 

How long are the holidays? Christmas for example? Wondering if there is enough time to fly home 

Absolutely enough time. I think we finished on 8th December and weren't back until 22nd Jan. You could try and get 
work experience back home too . 

In that case, should classes be flexibe - is there any chance to do short work - study programs (allowable 20 Hours) 

Hi, yes there is definitely time in you week to complete extra work. I would say that 20 hours is probably a limit 
however. Classes are not that flexible as there will be a set timetable 

I have been working as a journalist for the past 13 years both in Egypt and Qatar, my question is about the kind of 
knowledge I will be gaining from this course specially in the field of investigative journalism and weather this will 
allow me to find a job after finishing or while studying 

The course will certainly make you more attractive to employers, the course is designed to give you as much useful 
knowledge as possible. 

Lily that sounds great! Are International Journalism students also taught social media handles? 

Yes there is a digital journalism module 

Are the topics for your final project assigned by the course leaders / professors or do they just offer guidelines on how 
to go about doing it? 

You can do whatever you want. It could be a jolly piece about animals or an investigative piece about medicine. You'll 
pitch your idea in January and your project teacher will help you formulate it. 

Do many people have jobs outside of university? As in purely for money rather than journalistic experience? Do you 
think it is manageable to do bits of part-time work? 

I do. It is a bit of a stretch on time but i would rather that than be really worried about money all of the time. It is still 
manageable, though a little difficult. 

If you're going to get a job, it's better to get a job in the industry. Places like ITV/BBC/SKY take freelancers all the 
time. But, there are people on my course also working at cafes and stuff. Honestly whatever works for you! I didn't 
get a job just because I couldn't handle that and uni, but a lot of people can! 

Hi! Thank you. So for example if I am studying Television Jounalism, could I take classes (electives) that are under the 
Investigative Journalism or Broadcast? 
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Here's the link to the programme page, the whole list of the modules that you can study are listed on here 

https://www.city.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/tv-journalism 

is there a lot of room for creativity in the course or is it more academic based? Or would you say there's a happy 

medium? 

Yes I would definitely say it's a happy medium - the best of both worlds 

Hi, I am going to be starting the MA Newspaper Journalism course at City in September. How many contact hours is it a 

week? Thank you. 

If you are doing shorthand, i think it is roughly 28 hours in the first term, and then a little less in the second term. 

Shorthand is an extra six hours and obviously more time for practice . 

Thanks so much for your answers! Editing for social media apps is not something I'd ever thought about but can see 

it would be handy to know 

You do learn a lot of social and digital skills. We also do a module on data journalism, which is super useful. l think 

they're trying to develop the course and bring it up to speeds with the digital age, so watch this space. 

can you confirm if there is an opportunity to learn shorthand on the MA Broadcast Journalism course? 

Hi, as of right now, unfortunately there isn't. I have only come across one employer (Sky Sports) who wants me to 

have shorthand. 

I'm applying for investigative journalism. how important do you (and @Lily @Lucca ) feel it is to have a 'specialist' 

area that you're super knowledgeable about and want to write on? I'm interested in a lot of different topics, and did a 

joint honours degree so covered a lot of topics from foreign policy to TV in not the most detail! Do you feel like you 

learn to report on and cover topics you didn't necessarily study in depth? THanks! 

It's definitely helpful to specialise on a topic but not essential. If there is something you are passionate about this will 

also be a benefit 

So just to clarify the masters course runs from 9-5? Thanks 

It's not necessarily 9-5. You'll probably never be in earlier (unless you want to be), but sometimes l was finishing at 6 or 

a lecture might go on later. 
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Having a specialism can be helpful, though there are plenty of journalists that don't. I have asked a lot of working 

journalists the same question and they all have differing opinions. I don't think it makes a great deal of difference. 

An editor once told me that journalism was about being an expert for a day, and then an expert again on something 

totally different tomorrow. 

Would there be writing intensive courses as part of the Television Journalism course? 

I don't believe so. We learn how to write copy, which is writing for news bulletins and news shows. 

How many modules are there per semester? 

Around 61 believe 

Are there many international students taking journalism at City? And how about the age range of students? 

On the International Journalism MA there is approximaely 80% international students. The age range is roughly 22-30 

but there are are a couple of 20 year olds and a few in their 30s 

Is it difficult for people from abroad (eg: me) to get jobs in London? 

Not at all! News and reporting is not limited to just one type of person. You're previous experience, whether career

based or not, will make you different and make you stand out- this is what gets you jobs! 

thanks for your answers! Have you found you've developed specialisms in your time here, or did you bring that 

knowledge with you to the course? 

I'd say for me Sid that I developed my knowledge and interst in poliitcs as l elected the political reporitng specialism in 

term 2. You are definitely encouaged anyway to find a niche either way 

do you study the MA Newspaper Journalism course? How have you found City? 

I do yes. I like it very much for a whole number of reasons, too many to list. If you have any specific queries feel free to 

ask 

Do you just send out emails for wanting to undertake work experience placements at the BBC/ITV/Sky? Thanks 

Hi. Sky and BBC have placements that officially come out once every 3-4 months, so get up their websites and be alert 

to those! Otherwise, find email addresses of companies or people and get contacting them! 

That is great to hear! My other question is whether it is a struggle adjusting to the course at first? Did quite a lot of 

people struggle finding and reporting stories each week, or does it just come naturally to lots of students? 
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In all honesty I didn't struggle. I don't think anyone really did. They ease you into it and don't overwhelm you too 

much. Just take everything in your stride :.: 

And also for the weekly placement, how much is the chance to get the placement in BBC? 

Hi Everyone stands the same chance. I'd look on their website at their work experience page. If you do a good 

application, then they'll take you. 

Is the social media editing course available to interactive journalism students? 

The interactive students do an awful lot of social media work, and I think that pretty much all social media stuff you 

could think of would be covered in their compulsory modules. 

Every course teaches you how to use social media and edit too 

Hi I've got an offer for the MA TV journalism, what's the advantage of this course compare to other unis? 

Is there a lot of assignments for each module? 

There are one or two per module, perhaps one essay and one test. They're really not overwhelming though. Max you'll 

write in an essay is 2,000 words 

There are some assignments, but not that many. Do not worry. I do not think anyone would be overwhelmed. 

Hey guys, these are all really helpful. I was just wondering how much someone should expect to work for free at the 

beginning? All the work placements, I presume most of them are free or expenses only? 

Hi Work experience is a great thing to do. Most won't offer any payment, some, like Sky will pay some expenses. 

What you shouldn't do though is work for a prolonged period of time for free - if you're doing the work, you should get 

paid. 

Hi! Do Mund us Journalism students get the same opportunities as City students? 

I am not sure. I am afraid you might have to speak to the Erasmus organisation for more information. 

Hi, the best thing to look at the course in further depth is here 

https://www.city.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/journalism-media-and-globalisation 
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would it be a hard thing for a Chinese to study the TV journalism in City? 

Hi. I don't believe so. City is really multi-cultural. Aside from your course, there are so many social aspects too 

How to get a placement in BBC or Sky? would the school organize for it? 

Hi. It's best to look on their websites and apply through these. 

For TV, they do arrange placements for you, but there's not guarantee where these will be. If you do want to go to 

BBC/Sky, you could arrange this during your holiday/free time. 

How does the university help you get placements if you're struggling? 

Hi. There is a great pastoral care team. We were introduced to them during our first week. You are also assigned a 

personal tutor whom you see regularly. 

Because the TV journalism has work placement on every Wednesday, I was thinking it might some unique work 

placement arranged by school 

Hi. So the Wednesday placement is arranged by the school, but they cannot guarantee where you'll be going. If there 

is somewhere specific you'd like to do a placement, i'd suggest arranging this yourself 

Are there many international students in this programme? 

I think the course is predominantly UK-based 

And is it possible to graduate from this course and be in good stead to get a job as a researcher or a place on the 

graduate placement scheme? In what ways do you find the help from the uni particularly invaluable? 

City has such a good reputation, employers love it. Doing the course puts you in the best possible position for such 

jobs and schemes. The university has great equipment e.g. cameras, audio equipment, video editing etc. You're taught 

how to use industry standard equipment and work to an industry level. 

Hi there, I have an interview for television journalism, but i've recently become more interested in pursuing 

investigative journalism. I understand production is still covered in investigative journalism, so just wondering what 

the major differences are between these? 

I would have a look at the website for more details on the differences: 

https://www.city.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/tv-journalism 

https://www.city.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/investigative-journalism 

Do you have access to free printed copies of newspapers at City? 
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Hi. I know that the university does supply few copies of the Islington Tribune 

You have access to all newspapers through pressreader or Nexis. 

Does international journalism also have work placement every week? 

Hi, nope, the best time to organise placements is over the Christmas and Easter breaks or at weekends as you are 

largely busy during the week 

So what's the history of journalism teaching in City? How experienced are the teachers? (sorry if the questions are a bit 

straight forward, please pardon me for living overseas) 

Hi - Our teachers are great. They have all worked in the industry themselves. One of my teachers was really high up in 

Sky. We have teachers who work at the BBC, ITV etc 

City has a reputation for having extremely close links with the industry and the teachers are all ex-journalists from 

internationally-renowned media outlets 

And would each student get enough attention from the teachers? 

Yes I'd say so 

do you think a masters is essential to find a job these days in journalism? 

Yes, it is getting harder to get a job as a journo without a postgrad degree. Though it is not impossible to do it without 

one. 

Hi - I think in some roles it is essential. Most people working in the Sky newsroom have done an MA at City. If you want 

to be a runner etc, then it's not necessary, but if you want to work in newsrooms or be on camera/radio etc, it's pretty 

necessary 

Hi, this is a more general question - but how do you all find finances? Do any of you work part time alongside the 

course? Thanks! 

I personally do 15 hours a week mostly tutoring which is lucrative and keeps me going nicely 

I do some bits and bobs (I am actually being paid for doing this!). Having a part time job on top of the work is hard but 

not impossible. 

I would say that you can but that it will be a stretch on your time. 

I know a lot of people who do work. I didn't, just because I felt I couldn't alongside my course, although in reflection I 

think I could have. I worked all last year and saved money. 
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What kind of extra-curricular activities do you recommend at City (sports/clubs/societies ... )? 

Join the gym. It's great! 

There are many different societies and sports and yes the gym is very cheap 

So if I do want to have work placement in BBC, I should apply before the term starts? 

Check out this website http://www.bbc.co.uk/careers/work-experience 




