
STAGE 2 PROGRAMME APPROVAL REPORT 
 
Programmes: 
BSc Criminology and Psychology  
 
Programme Approval and Review Committee: 
School of Arts and Social Sciences 
 
Presented by: 
Dr Lauren Knott  
Dr Katrin Hohl 
 
Committee:  
Professor Abdulnaser Sayma (Chair, School of Mathematics, 
Computer Science and Engineering)  
Dr Martin Rich (Cass Business School) 
Professor Andy Boon (City Law School)  
Dr Rachael-Anne Knight (School of Health Sciences) 
Neal Sumner (LEaD) 
Umar Chaudhery (Vice-President (Education), Students’ Union) 
Alison Edridge (Student and Academic Services) 
Laura Tull (Secretary, Student and Academic Services) 
 

 Decision:  
 
Approved with 
conditions and 
recommendations 
 
 
 
Date: 16th March 2016 

 
Stage 2 documents and authorisations: 
 
Stage 2 Approval Form  
School Programme Approval and Review Committee minutes and responses to conditions 
KIS information  
Programme and module specifications 
Draft programme handbook 
Report from External Advisor  
 
 
Proposed implementation date: September 2016 
 
 
External Contributions to the Programme Approval Process 
 
External contribution to the process had been provided by Dr Craig Webber, Associate Professor of 
Criminology, University of Southampton.  This expertise, combined with that of the University 
members, provided a full and robust Committee to consider the range of matters to be addressed 
through the Programme Approval process. 
 
 
Student contribution to the Programme Approval Process 
 
The Students’ Union Vice-President (Education) is a standing member of the University Programme 
Approval Committee in order to ensure that student views are considered appropriately and was in 
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attendance to review the proposal.  
 
Conflict of interest 
 
No conflicts of interest were declared. 
 
 
Outcome of Committee discussion: 
 
The Committee agreed the following conditions and recommendation. 
  
Conditions: 
 
Programme Level: 
 

1. To require students to take a minimum of three elective Criminology modules at level 6 and 
to ensure that this is reflected in the programme specification. 

2. To ensure that students are made aware through programme documentation that they may 
undertake a project in criminology for the Psychology Project module to accommodate their 
preferences. 

3. To complete the year weightings for the award calculations in the programme specification.  

4. To proof read programme and module specifications and remove any typographical and 
grammatical errors. 

School Level: 
 

5. To revise all module specifications within the programme to ensure that: 

• learning outcomes are measurable 
• assessment descriptors and weightings are included 
• language is student facing throughout 

Recommendations: 
 

1. To explore the possibility of using examples from Criminology within Psychology modules 
with the aim of developing the coherency and articulating more clearly the philosophy of the 
programme. 

Deadline for the programme response to the conditions, with full supporting documentation:  
Friday 29th April 2016. 
 
Deadline for the response to the School level condition, with full supporting documentation:  to be 
agreed in liaison with the Associate Dean of Education of the School. 
 
In addition to the above, some areas for enhancement within specification documents and some 
errors and inconsistencies within the Stage 2 submission were identified.  Details would be shared 
with the Programme team to enable them to be addressed within the final version of the 
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documentation. 
 
 
Summary of discussion: 
1. The Programme 
 
The BSc Criminology and Psychology programme would be jointly run by the Department of 
Psychology and the Department of Sociology within the School of Arts and Social Sciences. The 
programme would build upon the current undergraduate degrees in Psychology and Criminology. 
 
The School had confirmed plans to proceed with a 2016/17 start, due to the fact that no new 
modules would be required for the first two years of this programme which resulted in minimal 
resourcing implications for the School. It was noted within the documentation that the BSc 
Criminology programme had been launched within a similar timescale which had recruited well.  
 
The Committee discussed the overall coherency and philosophy of the programme, and agreed that 
this was not reflected within the student facing documentation, particularly in relation to the module 
specifications.  The Committee recommended that the programme team explore the possibility of 
using examples from Criminology within the delivery of the Psychology modules with the aim of 
developing the coherency and articulating more clearly the philosophy of the new programme as it 
becomes more established within the School’s portfolio. 
 
 
2.  Programme Content 
 
The proposed programme would consist of existing modules from the Department of Sociology and 
Psychology. The Forensic Psychology module would be the only new module and would be delivered 
in the third year of the programme.  
 
The Committee discussed the distinctiveness of the programme in relation to module content and 
queried whether students on the proposed programme would be able to have the same module diet 
as a Psychology student. The programme team acknowledged that the first and second year of the 
programme would be heavily weighted in Psychology, due to the accreditation requirements of the 
British Psychological Society. It was noted that the third year Criminology modules were evolving and 
developing depending on the expertise of the teaching staff, so by 2018/19 it was expected that 
there would be even more options within the School. In addition, it was noted that the 30 credit 
‘Project in Psychology’ module further emphasised the Psychology element of the programme and 
the Committee queried whether this could be amended to also reflect the Criminology aspect. The 
programme team clarified that the ‘Project in Psychology’ module would have supervisors from both 
subject areas and it was agreed that students should be made aware through programme 
documentation that they may undertake a project in Criminology for the Psychology Project if they 
choose.  
 
The Vice-President of the Students Union raised concern that from a student perspective, a degree in 
BSc Criminology and Psychology indicated a 50/50 split in content. The Committee agreed that 
students should be required to take a minimum of three elective Criminology modules at Level 6 to 
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ensure sufficient coverage of both subject areas.  It was noted that the programme specification 
should be amended to reflect this requirement.  
 
3.  Learning, Teaching and Assessment 
 
The Committee acknowledged that the majority of modules were already established within the 
School and were currently being taught to Psychology and Criminology students on their respective 
programmes. However, there was some concern in relation to the module specifications that had 
been presented within the documentation. Inconsistent use of student facing language was noted, as 
well as a number of unmeasurable learning outcomes. Assessment descriptors and weightings had 
also been omitted from some module specifications. The Committee felt unable to comment on the 
level of parity across the programme, particularly in relation to assessment, as there was little 
indication of the requirements across the 15 credit modules. For this reason it was agreed that, in 
liaison with LEaD, a complete revision of all module specifications should be managed at School level 
as opposed to programme level due to the impact on other programmes within the School. 
  
 
4. Student experience 
 
The External Advisor raised a query in relation to student identity on a programme that would be 
taught across two departments. The Programme Director noted that whilst students would possibly 
relate more to Psychology in the first two years, it would likely be in their third year when they 
identify more as Criminology/Psychology students.  
 
 
5. Quality assurance, standards and regulations 

The Committee was unclear as to whether the Stage 1 comments from LEaD had been incorporated 
into the Stage 2 documentation. The Committee highlighted several errors within the programme 
specification and it was agreed that all specifications should be proof read for typographical and 
grammatical errors. It was also noted that the year weightings for the award calculations had been 
omitted from the programme specification and should be completed.  

 
6. Resources 
 
The minimal impact on resources remained unchanged since the Stage 1 submission. It was noted 
within the documentation that Dr Lauren Knott would be the module leader for the new Forensic 
Psychology module.  
 
 
Laura Tull  
Academic Development Officer 
March 2016  


