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Item 17.1.4a 
Senate 11.03.20 

 
Senate Research Ethics Committee 

Meeting No. 97 held on Wednesday 25th September 2019 
AG01 

Minutes 
Attendance List 

Key:    = In Attendance   A = Apologies   N/M = Not a member  S = Sabbatical  R = Representative in attendance Abs = No 
apologies receive * = Has received training in reviewing research involving animals 

 
 

Membership / Initials  

25
/0

9/
19

 

20
/1

1/
19

 

22
/0

1/
20

 

25
/0

3/
20

 

13
/0

5/
20

 

Chair  

Acting Chair (2019/20) 

Acting Deputy Chair (2019/20) 

Professor Peter Ayton 

Dr Lorna Ryan (LR) 

Dr Nick Drey (ND) * 

S 

 

 

    

Chairs of Local Research 
Ethics Committees (ex 
officio) 

  

  

Business 
Professor Daniel Beunza (DB) 

Professor Paul Palmer (PP) 

A 

 

    

Health Sciences Dr Nick Drey (ND) *      

Computer Science Professor Jason Dykes (JD) * A     

Engineering Professor Christopher Bruecker (CB)      

Law Dr Jesse Elvin (JE) *      

Learning, Enhancement 
& Development 

Professor Pam Parker (PPa) * A     

International Politics Dr Amin Samman (AS)      

Social Sciences Dr Matt Barnes (MB)      

Up to five members from the University's academic 
staff with expert knowledge 

Dr Corina Haenschel A     

Dr Judith Dyson (JDys) A     

Dr Stanley Mutsatsa (SM)      

Up to five external independent members 

Ms Hee Yu Lee (HYL) 

Mr John Raw (JR) 

Ms Ann Black (AB) 

A 

A  

 

    

Information Compliance Officer (ex officio) Caroline Llewellyn (CL) *      

Assistant HR Director, Health Service and Safety (ex 
officio) 

Honorary Medical Advisor to SREC 

Vacancy 

 

Dr Christine Rajah (CR) * 

A     

Up to two co-opted members Professor Roland Petchey (RP)      

Up to two research students 

Nystha Baishya (NB) 

Vacancy 

 

 

 

    

In attendance  Research Integrity 
Manager (Secretary) 

Anna Ramberg (AR)      

 

Research & 
Enterprise 
Administrative 
Assistant  

Stefan Rankov (SR)      
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Preliminary Items 
1. Welcome and Apologies  

The Chair welcomed the members and noted the apologies for absence. AR confirmed that 
the meeting was quorate. The Chair noted the addition of a new member, Dr Judith Dyson 
and the return of Dr Corina Haenschel. The Chair also noted the Committee’s gratitude to 
Andrew Halper and Dr Liz Wright who stepped down after the last meeting in June 2019. 
The Agenda was adopted without amendment. A Tour de Table followed. 
 

2. Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
There were no conflicts of interest. 
 

3. Minutes 
The Committee approved the minutes of the meeting of 26 June 2019 as an accurate 
record. 
 

4. Matters Arising 
The Chair noted the Matters Arising. 
 
No.1 Study Closure 
AR provided an update on the progress. 

 
No.2 Guidelines on Use of Deception 
To be reviewed in item 9 during this meeting. 

 
No.3 Audit Schedule 
There was no activity to report; this matter was to be considered in relation to the review of 
the Terms of Reference. The rationale for and procedures to undertake this activity needed 
clarification. 
 
No.4 Issues from Schools 
The proposal for a seminar focusing on issues that local RECs needed guidance on is to 
be scheduled between this current SREC meeting and next.  
The meetings will be scheduled for February and May 2020. 
AR noted that the secretariat to SREC will help to arrange the first meeting but will not be 
able to provide support to these meeting on an ongoing basis. 
Action:  (I) SREC Committee members will be asked to identify topics reflecting the 
interests of the local committees. 

(II) Dates for the local RECs seminar will be circulated. 
 

5. Chair’s Report 
This is a new item in the agenda of SREC meetings. Its purpose is to provide members 
with an update on activities that take place between, such as such as attendance at 
meetings, as an ex officio member, of Senate, Academic Governance Committee and 
Research and Enterprise Committee.  If the Chair is unable to attend any of these, the 
Deputy Chair, Nick Drey, would attend in her stead. 
 

6. Terms of Reference  
Members were presented with the Terms of Reference (ToR) for SREC; this a routine 
action at the start of each academic year’s business.  Going forward, the ToR will be 
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circulated together with the agenda and papers for each meeting. 
 
There was brief discussion about the Terms of Reference. A point of information arose 
about the circulation of SREC minutes to AGC. AR confirmed that the minutes of SREC are 
circulated, in redacted format, to meetings of AGC and/or Senate depending on the 
scheduling of these meetings. 
 
It was noted that a particular issue related to clarification of SREC’s responsibility for data 
protection matters. A discussion about data management issues, and information security 
issues, followed.  The information needs of local RECs were raised and, in order to 
respond to stated concerns, the Chair proposed, and the committee agreed, to convene a 
working group to consider the needs of local RECs in respect of Data 
protection/management issues. Members to include LR, ND, NB, JE, MB. JD to be invited. 
AR to invite chair of Psychology’s REC. AR noted that beyond the organisation of a 
meeting room, this working group could not be resourced by the secretariat. 
 
Action:  The Committee is asked to consider the Terms of Reference in detail at its next 
meeting and in the meantime.  Comments are to be sent to researchethics@city.ac.uk, LR 
and ND.  The Chair to convene the Working Group. 
 

Items for Consideration – Research Involving Human Participants  
7.  Project Name: Evaluating the SCAMPI toolset in people’s homes. 

School: Cass Business 
PI: Prof Neil Maiden 

 
All comments were circulated to the applicants via REO. SREC members can access 
them online. 

 
Items for Consideration – Research Involving Animals  

8. There were no items for consideration.  
 

9. Psychology Guidelines on Use of Deception 

The Committee considered the amended Guidelines submitted by the Department of 
Psychology.   Points noted include the following: 

i. The Guidance presents a definition of deception but does not cite directly from the BPS 
guidance for human research.  The relevant section of the BPS Guidance should be cited. 

ii. Clarification from Insurance is awaited on whether research employing deception is 
covered by the institutional insurance, given that participation is not based upon informed 
consent.) 

iii. It was suggested that the approach regarding deception in Psychology could incorporate 
a risk level split, having a tight policy for staff and student research with high risk and a 
looser policy for student research where the risk is low, in order to solve the issues raised 
by one-size-fits-all approach.  A two-level system would enable a light touch for trivial 
undergraduate research- tutor sign off or something like that and then this current policy for 
higher risk research (including staff research and PhD research). A clear set of guidelines 
and criteria for actioning this will be required if this option is adopted. 

iv. The guidance stated that “all studies involving deception are reviewed by research 
committee”. The committee requested clarification on whether it should be research 
committee or research ethics committee.  

Items for Discussion  

mailto:researchethics@city.ac.uk
https://ethics.city.ac.uk/
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v. The Committee suggested that, in the event of the Guidelines being approved, it should 
be notified of approvals for a period of 6 months to ensure it is running as intended. 

vii. An issue about disclosure to research participants was raised; the case of 
Montgomery& Lancashire case (Citation: Montgomery v Lanarkshire Health Board [2015] 
SC 11 [2015] 1 AC 1430) was cited. This case relates to adequate disclosure; the test of 
materiality defined in the Montgomery ruling was whether “a reasonable person in the 
patient’s position would be likely to attach significance to the risk, or the doctor is or should 
reasonably be aware that the particular patient would be likely to attach significance to it.” 
By analogy this law applies to consent for research, as well as medical treatment. 

The Guidelines were not approved. 

Action: The Committee requested further amendment of the Guidelines. 

10. Framework for Delegated Authority 
The Committee agreed to hold this item and move it to the next meeting to be considered 
with the Terms of Reference. 
Action:  The Framework for Delegated Authority to be considered in conjunction with the 
Terms of Reference at the next meeting of SREC. 

 
Items for Information  

11. Minutes of Local Ethics Committee 
The Committee agreed to note the item via e-mail circulation due to time constraints. 

 
12. Research Ethics Applications Report 

The Committee agreed to note the item via e-mail circulation due to time constraints. 
 

13. Institutional Review Board. 
There was no business to note.  

 
Concluding Items 

14. Any other Business 

There was no other business. The Chair closed the meeting, thanking the members for 
their participation and AR and SR for their organisation of the meeting. 

 
15. Meeting Dates 2019/20 

 
• 20th November @2pm: Convocation Suite 
• 22nd January @2pm: C103 
• 25th March @2pm:  Convocation Suite  
• 13th May @2pm: C103 
• 24th June @2pm: Convocation Suite 
• 1st July @2pm (business meeting if required): Convocation Suite  

Possible alternatives to the venue of SREC were noted and members will be updated as 
appropriate. 

 
 

Dr Lorna Ryan 
Acting Chair of SREC 

Stefan Rankov 
Co-ordinator 


