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Social and Health Ramifications

• I was asked speak on the social and health 
ramifications of Brexit. Not any easy task because...
– Social and health policy (ie inequality, social security, NHS, 

public health, etc) still largely determined by UK. Future 
implications are linked to ideological hue of a future 
government in Westminister.

– The social and health implications of Brexit are a significant 
unknown hence largely uncommented upon. The likely 
shape of withdrawal terms can only be guessed at. 

– Patterns of health are in any case largely determined by 
general societal shaping conditions, from economy to 
culture*; not determined, for example, just by the NHS! 

* Geof Rayner and Tim Lang, Ecological Public Health, Earthscan/Routledge 2012



The EU: simple facts

• Britain joined the EU in 1973.  The single market 
in 1993 introduced ‘four freedoms’ - freedom of 
movement of goods, services, capital and people. 

• The EU Single Market is the product of a vast 
array of legislation designed to minimise or 
eliminate differences in the way markets function 
between Member States. 

• These range from product standards for goods, 
and EU-wide rules on consumer protection, to 
health and safety legislation, and competition 
policy. This process is far from complete. 



Why are we discussing Brexit at all? 

• Opponents of EU membership says withdrawal 
will
– Reduce regulation
– Return to UK democratic control
– Control migration
– Result in economic improvement in a global world

• “If you leave a protectionist organisation, the prices of 
protected things fall. Consumers gain and certain producers 
lose... jobs are not lost; jobs are created overall, because you 
become a more competitive economy, producing the things 
that you are better at.”

• Patrick Minford, Foreign Affairs Committee The future of the 
European Union: UK Government Policy, oral evidence 



“Great Britain has lost an empire and has not yet found a 
role. The attempt to play a separate power role — that is, a 
role apart from Europe, a role based on a ‘special 
relationship’ with the United States, a role based on being 
head of a ‘commonwealth’ which has no political structure, 
or unity, or strength — this role is about played out. Great 
Britain, attempting to be a broker between the United States 
and Russia, has seemed to conduct policy as weak as its 
military power.” 

Dean Acheson, US Secretary of State, 1962

Dean Acheson, Our Atlantic alliance: the political and economic strands’ Quoted in, Geoffrey Wheatcroft Not-so-
special relationship, Dean Acheson and the myth of Anglo-American unity, The Spectator, 5 January 2013

Why are we discussing Brexit at all? 

http://new.spectator.co.uk/author/geoffrey-wheatcroft/


And debate on EU is subject to 
assertion and counter assertion

Sources found in Gavin Thompson and Daniel Harari, The economic impact of EU membership on the UK, House of 

Commons Library,  17 September 2013 



Today’s Casus Belli: Migration

ONS Long-Term International Migration Estimates 2 series (LTIM calendar year); Migration Statistics Quarterly 
Report, November 2015. 



ONS Long-Term International Migration Estimates 2 series (LTIM calendar year); Migration Statistics Quarterly 
Report, November 2015. 



All discussion is subject to bias and 
uncertainty. How do we know what we 

know?
“Reports that say that something hasn't happened 
are always interesting to me, because as we know, 
there are known knowns; there are things we know 
we know. We also know there are known 
unknowns; that is to say we know there are some 
things we do not know. But there are also unknown 
unknowns – the ones we don't know we don't 
know. And if one looks throughout the history of 
our country and other free countries, it is the latter 
category that tend to be the difficult ones.”

Donald Rumsfeld, US Secretary of Defence, News briefing on February 12, 2002 
about the lack of evidence linking the government of Iraq with WMD



BUT NOTE – no one argument is decisive...

“Which side prevails may ultimately depend on whether voters in each 
country perceive European integration to create more long-term 
winners or losers. The BOE’s analysis suggests the economics at least 
are clear. “

Simon Nixon, Why European Integration Makes Economic Sense, Wall Street Journal, 28 October, 2015

“The evidence very strongly suggests that the increase in trade openness of 
the UK associated with EU membership has been greater than the global 
economic trend. Trade costs have fallen faster in the EU than internationally 
and the flow of trade between the UK and its partners has grown faster than 
might be expected based on size and proximity.”

EU membership and the Bank of England, BOE October, 2015

BOE claims ‘known known’ is the 
economic benefit of EU



Another Known Known: UK 
dependency on food imports



“Whether or not the UK would benefit economically from 

being outside the EU, withdrawal would have significant 

impacts on certain sectors (e.g. farming, which currently 

receives subsidies under the Common Agricultural Policy) 

and in certain areas (e.g. west Wales, which is currently 

eligible for the highest level of regional funding from the EU 

budget). How the UK Government of the day filled the gaps in 

economic policy left by withdrawal from the EU would have 

an important bearing on its consequences.”

Gavin Thompson and Daniel Harari, The economic impact of EU membership on the 

UK, House of Commons Library,  17 September 2013 

But this is linked to Known Unknown: 
Brexit impact on farming policy



Known Unknowns predominate

• The impact of Brexit will remain largely 
Unknown until it happens

• Why?

– The UK will still be a major trading partner with 
Europe and have to live with EU rules

– Not clear what new model of relationship would 
be (Norway, Swiss, MFN, etc)

– Not sure how 27 remaining members of EU would 
react to UK leaving



EU rules will still apply

“…the vast majority of the EU regulations 
identified as most burdensome to businesses, 
including the Working Time Directive, would still 
exist if the UK left the EU but remained a 
member of the EEA.* It would also be bound by 
future EU law in these areas, with arguably less 
influence over their content.”

(*like Norway)



Model of new relationship unclear

Gregor Irwin, BREXIT: the impact on the UK and the EU, Global Counsel, June 2015



Hostility to UK will likely grow

“..because many EU members perceive the 
UK’s long-term EU agenda as opaque or 
unpredictable, they are hesitant to align with 
London.”

And of the remaining states, few will side with 
or support the UK either before Brexit and 
even less likely afterwards.

Alamut Möller and Tim Oliver (eds) The United Kingdom  and the European Union: What would a 
“Brexit” mean for the EU  and other States around the World? DGAPanalyse, September 2014 N° 16



Germany
Germany would have to continue to 
engage with Britain as a non-EU 
member. A major European country 
would find itself outside the EU’s 
institutions, procedures, and many if 
not all of its legal arrangements. 
Ironically, in continuing to engage with 
London, Berlin risks weakening the 
institutions and structures of the 
European Union on which it places such 
great emphasis.

Almut Möller

Poland
...while a large tranche of the Polish 
elite is familiar with British 
motivations and thinking, having 
worked and trained there, this 
familiarity has not bred sympathy so 
much as contempt.

Poland Roderick Parkes

Alamut Möller and Tim Oliver (eds) The United Kingdom  and the European Union: What would a 
“Brexit” mean for the EU  and other States around the World? DGAPanalyse, September 2014 N° 16

Hostility to UK will likely grow



USA
Britain’s absence would mean that the United 
States would have to increase its relations with 
the remaining members of the EU, to the 
detriment of relations with the UK. 

Jeff Lightfoot and Tim Oliver

Canada
... even as the UK government’s 
European strategy unfolds in the next 
few years, its allure as Canada’s main 
EU partner may start to diminish.

Charles Pentland

Hostility to UK will likely grow

Alamut Möller and Tim Oliver (eds) The United Kingdom  and the European Union: What would a 
“Brexit” mean for the EU  and other States around the World? DGAPanalyse, September 2014 N° 16



And then there are ‘Unknown 
Unknowns’

• What are they? Unknown unknowns 
(unexpected or unforeseeable conditions) 
pose a potentially greater risk simply because 
they cannot be anticipated based on past 
experience or investigation.

• For the discussion today these will remain 
unknown!



And might we 
will still be 
talking about 
this in 10 
years time?


