
Item 16.2 
Senate 08.07.15 

 
Assessment Regulation 19 (proposed revision for 2015/16) and 
New Interruption of Studies Policy 
 
 
Summary 

 
The purpose of this paper is to ask Senate to approve proposed revisions to the 
Assessment Regulations for implementation in 2015/16 and a new Interruption of 
Studies Policy. 

 
The Assessment Regulation revisions outlined in Appendix A have been 
proposed following recommendations made by the Education and Student 
Committee and consultation with Boards of Studies. The Students’ Union has 
also provided feedback.   

 
Academic Governance Committee considered the revisions in June 2015 and 
recommend that they are approved by Senate. 

 
Senate is also asked to consider and approve the related new Interruption of 
Studies Policy, included at Appendix C. 

 
Further work will be undertaken with Boards of Studies during 2015/16 to review 
further aspects of the Regulations to improve transparency and accessibility, to 
respond to external developments and to ensure that the Regulations are 
operated consistently and students are treated equitably. 
 
Three actions are required. 
 
 
 
Recommended Actions 
 
Senate Committee is asked to: 
 

(i) Approve the proposed revisions to the Regulation for implementation in 2015/16 
(Appendix A) 
 

(ii) Note the summary of further work to be undertaken in conjunction with Boards of 
Studies during 2015/16 for implementation in 2016/17. 
 

(iii) Consider and approve the new Interruption of Studies Policy (Appendix C) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Publication:  Open  
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Senate 08.07.15 

 
Assessment Regulation 19 – Proposed Revision for 2015/16 
 
 
Education and Student Committee is overseeing work to review the Assessment 
Regulations with the aim of improving transparency and accessibility, to respond to 
external developments and to ensure that the Regulations are operated consistently and 
students are treated equitably. 
 
A sub-group of Education Committee comprising Associate Deans (Education), the 
Academic Lead for Assessment and the Dean of Validation met to consider those areas 
of the Regulations that would be prioritised for amendment during 2014/15 and those for 
which work would be completed during 2015/16.  Recommendations from this sub-group 
were agreed by Education and Student Committee at its March 2015 meeting. 
 
The recommendations endorsed by Education and Student Committee were received by 
Boards of Studies, and a consultation exercise was undertaken in relation to key aspects 
of the proposed revisions (maximum periods of registration and interruption of studies, 
and numbers of resit attempts).  Schools and the SU were broadly supportive of the 
proposals and their responses are reflected in further detail within this paper (a summary 
of responses is attached at Appendix B). 
 
This paper outlines the proposed revisions to the Assessment Regulations for 2015/16 
which incorporate the Education and Student Committee recommendations, follow 
sector practice and take account of the feedback received from Boards of Studies, the 
Students’ Union, outcomes of the Internal Audit on Assessment Boards and the recent 
Briefing Sessions for Assessment Board Chairs and Secretaries.  The paper also 
summarises the work to be undertaken as the second stage of the review. 
 
Academic Governance Committee considered the revisions in June 2015 and 
recommend that they are approved by Senate. 
 
 
 
1. Summary of Proposed Revision for 2015/16 Implementation                                   

(as detailed in Appendix A) 
 

1.1. Maximum Periods of Registration  
 
The addition of a section outlining the maximum periods of registration (allowing for 
variations required to satisfy PSRB requirements).  Maximum periods of registration 
would ensure currency of learning, clarify constraints around extending normal 
periods of study, support consistency across programmes and would assist with the 
management of appeals and complaints.  Minimum registration periods are also 
defined (aligning with Regulation 15 Undergraduate Regulations).  
 
It is noted that some programmes have approved registration periods which may 
differ from those stated in the Regulation, and these are detailed in the relevant 
programme specifications. 
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1.2. Interruption of Studies  
 
The addition of a new section outlining a proposed regulation on the Interruption of 
Studies.  An Interruption of Studies Policy (see 3. below) is also being submitted to 
Senate.  The Regulation and Policy were developed in liaison with Schools and the 
Students’ Union.   
 
 

1.3. Strengthening of existing Regulation 
 
• Introduction and Section 11 Interruption of Studies 

 
to formalise the University’s existing obligations, e.g. to state that the University 
must vary or limit an opportunity to suspend (interrupt) or repeat any study 
where there it has a legal or statutory duty to do so, which includes Equality Act 
2010 and Tier 4 responsibilities.  
 

• Section 2(g) Requirements to Pass a Module 
 
to introduce the term ‘minimum qualifying mark’ to align with terminology 
currently used in module specifications.                                                                      

 
• Section 2 (h)(i) Assessment Boards 

 
to require (rather than encourage) anonymous consideration of marks by 
Assessment Boards to ensure equitable treatment of students and minimise the 
risk of actual or perceived bias.  This amendment is strongly supported by the 
Students’ Union.   

 
Preliminary Assessment Boards, which undertake preparation work prior to the 
Assessment Boards but do not make formal decisions, would continue to be 
able to consider results which have not been anonymised to enable checks of 
the accuracy of the information to be made prior to presentation to Assessment 
Boards. 
 
The QAA1 observed that the previous wording where Assessment Boards 
were 'encouraged' to consider marks anonymously appeared to underplay 
current practice in the sector. 

 
 

2. Actions to be taken forward during 2015/16 (for implementation in 2016/17) in 
liaison with Boards of Studies 
 
2.1. Approved exceptions to be added to the Assessment Regulations   

 
Details of approved exceptions to the Assessment Regulations are currently 
contained within the relevant programme specifications. In order to support Senate 
oversight of all agreed variations to the Assessment Regulations and to improve the 
accessibility of this information, it is intended that the exceptions will be appended to 
the Regulations.   
 

1 City University London – QAA Institutional Review (October 2012) 
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Terminology used to describe exceptions will be revised to align with sector practice 
to reflect their status as individual programme regulations.  The currency of existing 
exceptions noted in programme specifications is in the process of being reviewed, 
and an appendix will be compiled in liaison with School colleagues for ratification by 
Senate during 2015/16. 
 

2.2. Repeat attempts at assessment 
 
Where a student fails a resit attempt and is not eligible for compensation, the 
Regulations currently enable an Assessment Board to agree, at its discretion, a 
‘repeat’ attempt2, which is effectively a third attempt at an assessment.  This may be 
a partial repeat with or without attendance, or a full repeat with attendance.  The full 
repeat with attendance option is normally only permitted where a student has 
extenuating circumstances. 
 
The repeat option has been used inconsistently across assessment boards, which 
has implications for the equitable treatment of students and the standards of our 
awards.  Education and Student Committee discussed this issue and considered that 
repeat attempts should only be offered where a student had approved extenuating 
circumstances and that the Regulations should be amended to clarify that students 
should only be permitted two attempts at an assessment. 
 
The consultation exercise with Boards of Studies highlighted that in some Schools 
there are certain instances where a third resit is currently offered where particular 
criteria are met.  The Students’ Union feedback supports this approach where 
operation is consistent.  In the light of feedback further consideration is required and 
it is proposed that further discussion takes place during 2015/16 within consultation 
about how Assessment Boards use discretion. 
 

2.3. Improvements to guidance for consistency of operation 
 
 Work will be undertaken to: 
 
• simplify the language and structure of the Assessment Regulations to improve 

accessibility 
 

• clarify the scope of discretion available for Assessment Boards to support 
consistency and transparency for, e.g.: 

 rounding of marks 
 decisions on granting a resit opportunity where a student has failed to 

participate at the first attempt without extenuating circumstances. 
 application of compensation 
 decisions on granting a repeat (third) attempt at an assessment 

   
• clarify processes for the confirmation of marks for modules shared with other 

programmes 

2 Repeat provisions are set out in Sections 6g and 7g of the Assessment Regulations. 
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• clarify the principles underpinning the use of minimum qualifying marks for 

assessment components (in-module compensation) and compensation between 
modules.  The relationship with programme design may affect the scope of work 
in this area and the timescale for implementation of any changes. 
 

• define what would constitute a lack of engagement on a programme (to be taken 
forward within the context of broader work around student support and personal 
tutoring). 
 

• update terminology, e.g. review current terms such as ‘Preliminary Assessment 
Board’ and consider revision to ‘Preliminary Assessment Panel, in order to clarify 
that its purpose is to undertake preparatory work only.   
 

• remove policy related text and update the regulation for extenuating 
circumstances 
 

• disseminate notification of proposed changes to stakeholders for changes to be 
implemented in 2016/17 

 
 
3. Interruption of Studies Policy 
 
The Interruption of Studies Policy supports the new Interruption of Studies section in the 
Regulations, and was developed in liaison with Schools and the Students’ Union.  Following 
Board of Studies and SU consultation, adjustments were made to the Policy, for instance no 
formal deadline for requests for interruption of studies will now be applied.   
 
The Policy is attached at Appendix C for approval. 
 
Guidance around the operational implications of interruptions (e.g. for fees, visas, access to 
facilities, support for the student) is being developed to support implementation.  Forms have 
been developed for completion by the Student/School both when the student applies for an 
Interruption of Study, and for when the student returns to study so that a support plan can be 
agreed to facilitate their reintegration to the programme.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helen Fitch 
Alison Edridge 
 
On behalf of Education and Student Committee 
 
June 2015 
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