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Assessment Regulation 19 - proposed minor updates for 2018/19 

 
Summary 
 
Two amendments to the Assessment Regulations are proposed for 2018/19.  The 
first relates to the outcome of a Board of Studies and Students’ Union consultation.  
The second is to update text to align it with the appropriate Appendix and related 
Policy. 
 
The proposals were submitted to Academic Governance Committee for 
consideration by correspondence in June 2018 and are recommended to Senate for 
approval. 
 
One action required.  
 
 

 
 
Recommended Actions 
 
Senate is asked to approve the updates to the Regulations as outlined in Appendices 1 and 
2. 
 
 

 

 

  

 
Publication: Open 
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Item 16.1 
Senate 11.07.18 

 

Assessment Regulation 19 

 

1. Proposed revision to section 4.7 Failure of a Module  

2016/17 was the first year of operation of the revised Assessment Regulations following 
consultation and review during the previous academic year.  Feedback had been 
received on aspects of the Regulations and the points raised were considered by 
Education and Student Committee and Senate.  Boards of Studies and the Students’ 
Union were consulted on two proposals.  Their responses have now been considered by 
Educational Quality Committee who noted that consultation responses: 
 

• did not support a proposal to extend the offer of repeat years to students who did 
not have multiple extenuating circumstances.  It was concluded that emphasis 
should instead be placed on supporting students to achieve and progress at their 
first attempt at assessment. 
 

• did support a proposal to broaden the regulation relating to trailing a limited 
amount of resit assessment into the next programme stage - the recommended 
action and proposed update to the regulation is noted in Appendix 1 

 
 

2. Amendment to align current section 5.7.3 with Appendix 2 Membership of 
Assessment Boards and Panels 

 
A minor amendment is proposed to the relating to Academic Misconduct Panel 
membership as noted in Appendix 2 

 

Both proposals were submitted to Academic Governance Committee for consideration 
by correspondence in June 2018 and are recommended to Senate for approval. 

 

 

Helen Fitch 

Assistant Registrar (Quality) 

June 2018 
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Item 16.1, Appendix 1 
Senate 11.07.18 

 

1. PROPOSED REVISION TO ASSESSMENT REGULATION 4.7 FAILURE OF A MODULE - 
TRAILING OF RESIT ASSESSMENTS (up to 15 credits) 

 
Summary 

Boards of Studies, the Students’ Union and Educational Quality Committee supported the 
proposal to broadening the offer of trailing a limited amount of resit assessment to students who 
had had approved Extenuating Circumstances (ECs) at any point during the academic year, for 
example if they had ECs at the first sit and are taking their first attempt during the resit period 
(without ECs) and fail that attempt.  This could be achieved through minor amendment to the 
Regulation and development of associated guidance. 

Proposed update to the Regulation 

 
4.7 Failure of a Module  
 
If a student fails a Module due to failure in an assessment component, the 
Assessment Board will normally offer one of the following options: 

• Compensation (where this option is permitted and detailed within the 
Programme Specification, and the student has met specific criteria), as 
detailed in Section 4.7.1 

• Resit, as detailed in 4.7.2  
 
Where a student is eligible for compensation at the first assessment attempt, this 
should be applied in the first instance rather than offering a resit opportunity.  
 
A student may not progress to the next Programme Stage until they have 
successfully passed the current Programme Stage, except in exceptional 
circumstances as detailed below.  
 
If a student has multiple failed assessments at the first attempt, an Assessment 
Board may offer a partial repeat year, as detailed in Section 4.7.3. 
 
If a student has Extenuating Circumstances affecting multiple assessments, an 
Assessment Board may offer a repeat year, as detailed in Section 4.7.4. 
 
Exceptionally, where a student has:  

• had approved Extenuating Circumstances during either the main 
assessment periods and/or the reassessment periods, and 

• where the nature of the assessment and Programme permits, and  
• taking into account PSRB requirements, where applicable  

 
an Assessment Board may exercise discretion in permitting a student to complete a 
limited number of outstanding assessments (no more than 15 credits) in the following 
academic year whilst continuing with the next block or stage of the Programme.  The 
specific arrangements for completing these assessments must be approved as a 
Special Scheme of Study in accordance with the arrangements set out in the Special 
Scheme of Study Policy and must take account of the maintenance of academic 
standards, and any legal obligations. The Assessment Board must make it clear to 
the student that failure to pass the assessments being completed will normally result 
in withdrawal from the Programme, even if Modules from the next block or 
Programme Stage of the Programme have been successfully completed. 

   
 

 

http://www.city.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/69019/special_schemes_of_study.pdf
http://www.city.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/69019/special_schemes_of_study.pdf
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Considerations 

• the trailing of a limited number of outstanding assessments would be to complete an 
outstanding resit only.  This would be as an alternative to completing the resit without 
attendance in the following year. 
 

• the student would have had accepted ECs during the academic year (but not limited to the 
most recent assessment period).   
 

• the resit must be a first or second attempt only, e.g. the student would have had an accepted 
EC from one or both attempts – it would not enable a student to have a third attempt at an 
assessment 
 

• students would not be able to choose to trail or defer a module or assessments – the decision 
to permit this would be made by the Assessment Board, based on considerations such as:  
• the nature of the assessment 
• impact on the learning outcomes 
• the relationship with compensated modules and/or pre-requisite study 
• PSRB requirements and/or limitations 
• the overall performance in the current stage or minimum average mark in other modules 

for that stage. 
• the impact on the student (noting the additional workload for the resit alongside their next 

stage of study); their best interest should be taken into account. 
 

• it might be appropriate to offer the opportunity to offer a trail for one component of a 15 credit 
module, but not all assessments for a 15 credit module. 
 

• a Special Scheme of Studies would be required for any student for whom the Assessment 
Board would permit the trailing of a limited number of assessments. 

 
• the resit should be completed as early as possible in the next academic year (no later than 

the January assessment period) to reduce the possibility of a student completing the whole 
year and being withdrawn at the end of the year due to failing the trailing assessment. 
 

• The student would need to successfully complete the resit in order to complete the relevant 
programme stage (as in the current Regulations section 4.7).  Students must be clearly 
informed of the importance of the trailing assessment and that their progress is conditional on 
passing this assessment. 
 

• If a student trailed a resit and subsequently failed, the Assessment Board would not be able to 
apply retrospective compensation for that module. 

 

 

  



5 
 

APPENDIX 2 
 

2. CLARIFICATION OF ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT PANEL MEMBERSHIP 
 

Summary 

It has been noted that the Academic Misconduct Panel membership outlined in section 5.7.3 does 
not align with that stated in Appendix 2 of the Regulation - Membership of Assessment Boards 
and Associated Advisory Panels which states that: 

Academic Misconduct Panels 

An Academic Misconduct Panel will include and be attended by: 

• A Chair who will be an academic member of staff 
• Two members of academic staff, or one member of academic staff and one senior and 

suitably experienced member of professional staff 
• a Secretary 

 

 

Proposed update to the Regulation 

 
 

5.7.3 Academic Misconduct Panels 
 
If a case of academic misconduct has not been resolved during the preliminary 
investigation an Academic Misconduct Panel appointed by the Board of Studies for 
considering cases of academic misconduct will be established. The Panel will include 
three members of academic staff within the School and will be conducted as set out in 
the Assessment and Feedback Policy.  The Academic Misconduct Panel membership 
is set out in Appendix 2.  The Panel will be conducted as set out in the Academic 
Misconduct Policy and Guidance. 
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