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‘Doodlin’- Horace Silver  
 
Horace Silver (2nd September 1928-18th June 2014) was an American Jazz pianist, composer 
and bandleader. He grew up in Norwalk Connecticut before moving to New York City in 
1951 to further pursue his music career. He performed on records with Stan Getz, Miles 
Davis and Art Blakey and co-founded the Jazz Messengers in the 50s.  
 
Silver composed ‘Doodlin’, a 12 bar blues style piece, in 1954. Lyrics were later added in a 
vocalese version performed by Lambert, Hendricks and Ross in 1960. Many well-known jazz 
musicians have performed this piece over the years such as Sarah Vaughan, who performed a 
version on her album ‘No Count Sarah’ in 1958 and Mark Murphy on his ‘My Favorite 
things’ album in 1961. ‘Doodlin’ tells the story of someone who loves to doodle. One night 
they go on a date and the song takes you on the journey of the events which unfold once the 
‘Doodlin’ begins.  
 
After attending Claire Martin’s ‘Art of singing jazz’ online event in 2020, I was introduced to 
her top 10 jazz songs which influenced her as a musician. One of these was Mark Murphy’s 
rendition of ‘Doodlin’ which was quirky, unique and fun. I knew immediately that it was a 
song I had to perform myself. 
 
 
‘Never let me go’- Jay Livingston and Ray Evans 
 
 
‘Never let me go’ is a beautiful Jazz ballad originally written by song writing duo Jay 
Livingston and Ray Evans. The duo met at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia 
before moving to New York city. They worked on the 1938 Broadway musical 
‘Hellzapoppin’ writing the hit song ‘Goodbye now’ in 1940. In 1944 they moved to 
Hollywood to work on movies. ‘Never let me go’ was performed by Nat King Cole for the 
film ‘The Scarlet Hour’ in 1956. The film tells the tale of an unhappy wife who convinces her 
lover to commit a jewellery heist in order for them to run away and be happy together. The 
song appears in the nightclub scene and is performed by Nat King Cole to the audience. 
Performances of the song over the years include Cleo Laine in 1971, Carmen McRae in 1977 
and Stacey Kent in 2007. The mood of the piece and its emotionally expressive nature is why 
I chose to sing it. The lyrics are beautifully written and paint the picture of someone longing 
for their love to never let them go.  
 
 
 
‘Inutil Paisagem’- Antonio Carlos Jobim and Aloysio de Oliveira 
 
 
Antonio Carlos Jobim (January 25th1927-8th December 1994). Also known as Tom Jobim and 
Aloysio de Oliveira (December 30, 1914 – February 4, 1995) were both born in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. Jobim was a songwriter, composer and arranger, who along with singer and 
guitarist Joao Gilberto, co-created Bossa Nova. He wrote many Bossa songs including the 
famous ‘The Girl from Ipanema’ and also worked with many notable American jazz 
musicians including Stan Getz which aided the global success of Bossa Nova.  
 



De Oliveira worked as a Record producer, singer, actor and composer. He travelled to 
America with his ensemble Bando da Lua to accompany Carmen Miranda, a Portuguese-born 
Brazilian samba singer, dancer, Broadway actress, and movie star. In 1963 De Oliveira 
founded a record label called the Elenco and produced many tracks of Bossa Nova musicians 
including Tom Jobim. 
 
‘Inutil Paisagem’ is a Love song composed by Jobim with lyrics by De Oliveira in 1964. The 
song was performed by Tom Jobim and Elis Regina. The lyrics ask what the point is in 
having a beautiful world, if you have no one to share it with. An English version of this was 
also recorded in 1965 with the lyrics by Ray Gilbert. The title was ‘Useless Landscape” 
which is a literal translation of the Portuguese title. It has also been recorded as ‘If you never 
come to me’.  
  
I chose to follow ‘Never let me go’ with this piece as they share a similar lyrical meaning, 
both exploring love and longing. I also chose to sing it in Portuguese instead of English to 
keep true to the original version and to explore the Portuguese language which is often 
considered a romantic language. I felt it would therefore add to the portrayal of the song’s 
narrative. 
 
 
 
‘Airport codes’- Aubrey Logan            
 
Aubrey Logan is an American contemporary Jazz singer, trombone player and songwriter. 
She appeared on American Idol back in 2009 but was rejected by Simon Cowell who didn’t 
like her sound. In a 2016 interview for the Evening Standard Logan said that she probably 
sounded “Too jazzy” for the show and that being rejected was a “blessing in disguise”.1 Only 
a few months later she won the vocal competition at Montreux Jazz festival and went on to 
perform with artists including Quincy Jones, Burt Bacharach, Josh Groban, Linda Ronstadt, 
Smokey Robinson and Pharrell Williams. 
 
‘Airport codes’, from the album ‘Where the sunshine is expensive’, was released in March 
2019 and explores a variety of styles including R&B/Soul, Funk, Jazz and contemporary 
Jazz. The album was recorded at the famous EastWest Studios in Los Angeles to a live 
audience. Logan composed the contemporary jazz track Airport Codes during her travels on 
tour. The song explores her experiences of long layovers and delayed flights whilst travelling 
between different airports. After seeing Logan perform live at Ronnie Scott’s jazz club in 
early 2020, I became truly inspired by her modern take on jazz whilst still being incredibly 
knowledgeable and skilled in the traditional style. Her mix of the old with the new, 
impressive scat style and effortless stage presence opened my eyes to new possibilities and 
after getting in touch with her about performing Airport codes, I have continued to explore 
her other albums including ‘Impossible’ which was released in 2017. 
 

 
1  Edmonds, L., 2016. Jazz artist thanks Simon Cowell for Idol rejection that spurred her on. [online] 
Standard.co.uk. Available at: <https://www.standard.co.uk/culture/jazz-artist-aubrey-logan-thanks-simon-
cowell-for-american-idol-rejection-that-spurred-her-on-a3271011.html> [Accessed 28 April 2021]. 
 


