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Speakers 

 
Gisela Stuart – MP and Chair of Change Britain 
Gisela Stuart was elected on 1 May 1997, as the First 
Labour Member of Parliament to serve Birmingham 
Edgbaston. She was Chair of Vote Leave, the Brexit 
Campaign Group that achieved an historic result in the 
2016 referendum. She is a member of the Intelligence and 
Security Committee and has also been a member of both 
the Defence and Foreign Affairs Select Committees.    
 
She served as Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 

Health (1999 – 2001) and was Presidium Member & UK Parliamentary 
Representative on Convention for Future of Europe which gave her an insight into 
the challenges facing the EU. As well as European Affairs, her other special interests 
include pensions law (particularly provision for women) and constitutional reform.  
 

 
Peter Tatchell – Human rights campaigner, Director - 
Peter Tatchell Foundation 
Peter has been campaigning since 1967 on issues of 
human rights, democracy, civil liberties, LGBT equality 
and global justice. His human rights inspirations include 
Mahatma Gandhi, Sylvia Pankhurst and Martin Luther 
King. 
 
He has championed free speech, including for people with 
whom he disagrees, which has led to him being 

condemned by some LGBT people and some student activists and queer studies 
academics.  
 
Peter has twice attempted a citizen's arrest of President Robert Mugabe on charges 
of torture, and was beaten unconscious by Mugabe's henchmen on his second 
attempt in Brussels in 2001.  
 

 
Professor Sir Simon Wessely - President of the Royal 
College of Psychiatrists 
Simon Wessely was elected President of the Royal College 
of Psychiatrists in 2014. He has been a consultant liaison 
psychiatrist at King’s College Hospital and the Maudsley 
Hospital since 1991 where he is now Chair of 
Psychological Medicine at the Institute of Psychiatry, 

Psychology and Neurosciences. 

 

 

 

http://www.cass.city.ac.uk/
http://www.contrarianprize.com/
http://isc.independent.gov.uk/
http://isc.independent.gov.uk/
http://isc.independent.gov.uk/


      The Contrarian Prize debate -         

Contrarianism in an age of conformity 

 

www.cass.city.ac.uk/events 

 
He set up the first NHS service for sufferers from chronic fatigue syndrome, 
established the first clinical trials unit in this country dedicated to mental health, set 
up the King’s Centre for Military Health Research and acted as Civilian Consultant 
Advisor in Psychiatry to the British Army visiting the armed forces in Bosnia, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 
 
His work has had a direct impact on public policy and on forms of treatment and help 
for service personnel. He is a trustee of Combat Stress, the principal UK charity for 
veterans with mental health problems.  
 
 
Izabella Kaminska - Financial Times Journalist 
FT Alphaville  
Financial Times 
Izabella joined the FT Alphaville blog in October 2008. Before that she worked as a 
producer at CNBC, a natural gas reporter at Platts and an associate editor of BP’s 
internal magazine. She has also worked as a reporter on English language business 
papers in Poland and Azerbaijan and was a Reuters graduate trainee in 2004. 
 
Everything she knows about economics stems from a childhood fascination with 
ancient economies, specifically the agrarian land reforms of the early Roman republic 
and the coinage and price stability reforms of late Roman emperors. Her favourite 
emperor is one Gaius Aurelius Valerius Diocletian. 
 
She studied Ancient History at UCL, and has a masters in Journalism from what was 
then the London College of Printing. 
 

 
Ed Husain – Director of Strategy at the Tony Blair 
Faith Foundation.  
Author of the bestselling book The Islamist, Ed writes and 
speaks extensively on international threats from 
radicalisation and terrorism. He has appeared on CNN, 
Fox, NPR, BBC, Al-Jazeera and writes regularly for 
publications including the New York Times, Financial 
Times and the Guardian.  
 
Ed founded the world's first counter-extremism think tank, 
Quilliam, in 2008, and has advised government leaders 

and policy makers around the world. An Arabic speaker, he has lived in Syria and 
Saudi Arabia and travels extensively across the Middle East.  
 
Ed is former Senior Fellow for Middle Eastern Studies at the Council on Foreign 
Relations, (CFR), where he focused on trends within Arab Islamism, perceptions of 
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the West in the Arab world, and U.S. policy toward the Middle East. Ed's work 
contributed to the creation of a $200 million global fund to help communities combat 
extremism. 

 
Chair: Claire Fox - Director of the Institute of Ideas 
Claire Fox established the Institute of Ideas to create a 
public space where ideas can be contested without 
constraint. She has a particular interest in education and 
social issues such as crime and mental health. She 
convenes the yearly Battle of Ideas festival and 
initiated The Institute of Ideas Debating Matters 
Competition for 6th formers.  
 
Claire is a panellist on BBC Radio 4’s The Moral Maze and 
is regularly invited to comment on developments in culture, 

education and the media. She is also a columnist for the Times Education 
Supplement and Municipal Journal.  
 
She is author of a new book on free speech, entitled “I find that offensive” and “No 
strings attached! Why Arts Funding should say no to instrumentalism”.  Claire is an 
Executive Board member of the Institute for Risk and Disaster Reduction, UCL, and 
was appointed to the panel of judges for the Contrarian Prize in 2016. 
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