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MODULE SPECIFICATION – UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES 

 

KEY FACTS 

 

Module name Emerging Powers in a Changing World  

Module code IP1019 

School School of Arts and Social Sciences 

Department or equivalent International Politics 

UK credits 15 

ECTS 7.5 

Level  4 

Delivery location 

(partnership programmes 

only) 

N/A 

 

MODULE SUMMARY 

 

Module outline and aims 

 

This module is designed to provide you with an introduction to the dynamic and 

changing character of global power, with a special focus on rising powers (China, India, 

Brazil, for example) and the challenges they face and constitute to “the West”. Are the 

rising powers a threat to the established order? Can they be accommodated or will they 

seek radically to transform the distribution and structures of power? Will they work 

within existing global institutions such as the World Trade Organization (WTO), 

International Monetary Fund (IMF), the United Nations (UN)? The module will consider 

global change in the context of several theories that explain global order, including 

liberalism and realism, but also more critical approaches.  

 

Content outline 

 

The module is structured primarily around themes yet specific countries of the 

‘emerging powers’ block will also be examined.  

 



 

Some of the themes that you will cover as part of this module include: 

 

• The BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) block of rising 
powers 

• Confronting the old and the new order 
• Contemplating the role of global institutions 
• Critical engagement with theories 

 

 

WHAT WILL I BE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE? 

 

On successful completion of this module, you will be expected to be able to: 

 

Knowledge and understanding: 

 

By the end of the module, you will be better informed about the kinds of internal 

dynamics dominating rising powers, their principal political, economic and social 

characteristics, as well as their principal challenges. You will also be better informed 

about the nature of global change presaged by rising powers and be in a position to 

consider the future of the global system. 

 

• Demonstrate knowledge of key debates about the concept of rising powers and 
the challenges and opportunities presented to global order 

• Identify the key rising states’ internal development and dynamics, worldviews 
and trajectories 

• Identify the mechanisms of integration, accommodation, incorporation, and 
coercion applied to rising powers by established global powers 

 

Skills: 

 

• Define abstract concepts and utilise them with rigour and consistency. 
• Learn how to think about global issues in a critical way 
• Apply your theoretical understanding of the global system to analyse the 

prospects of global order 
• Assess critically competing perspectives on the changing nature of the 

international system 
 

Values and attitudes: 

 

• Show respect and engage with those who do not share your own political values. 
• Produce written materials that indicate in a precise and honest manner what your 



 

own work is and what is attributable to others.  
• Reflect on and manage effectively your own learning and make use of 

constructive feedback. 
 

 

 

HOW WILL I LEARN? 

 

The module consists of asynchronous lectures and guided study and synchronous 

group workshops (online or in person), which will be structured to ensure all learning 

outcomes are met and all content covered. 

  

Teaching 

component 

Teaching 

type 

Contact 

hours 

(scheduled) 

Self-directed 

study hours 

(independent) 

Placement 

hours 

Total 

student 

learning 

hours 

Asynchronous 

Lectures and 

Guided Study 

Activities 

Lecture 10 40 
 

50 

Synchronous 

Small Group 

Workshops 

(online/in 

person) 

Seminar 10 90 
 

100 

Totals 
 

20 130 
 

150 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT TYPES OF ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK CAN I EXPECT? 

 

Assessments 

 



 

Assessment pattern: 

 

You will be assessed through:  

One written essay, 1,000 words long.  

One written essay, 1,500 words long.  

 

Assessment 

component 

Assessment 

type 

Weighting Minimum 

qualifying 

mark 

Pass/Fail? 

Essay 1000 words Written 

assignment 

including Essay 

50% 0 N/A 

Essay 1500 words  Written 

assessment 

including essay  

50% 0 N/A 

 

Assessment criteria 

 

Assessment Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes you need to 

demonstrate in order to complete an assessment successfully and Grade-Related 

Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes you need to demonstrate 

to achieve a certain grade or mark in an assessment.  Assessment Criteria and Grade-

Related Criteria for module assessments will be made available to you prior to an 

assessment taking place. More information will be available from the module leader. 

 

Feedback on assessment 

 

Following an assessment, you will be given your mark and feedback in line with the 

Assessment Regulations and Policy. More information on the timing and type of 

feedback that will be provided for each assessment will be available from the module 

leader. 

 

Assessment Regulations 

 

The Pass mark for the module is 40%. Any minimum qualifying marks for specific 

assessments are listed in the table above.  The weighting of the different components 

can also be found above. The Programme Specification contains information on what 

happens if you fail an assessment component or the module. 
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Appendix:  

 

CODES 

HESA Code Description Price Group 

29 Social Studies D 

 

JACS Code Description Percentage (%) 



 

L240 The study of political 

structures, functions and 

theories among the 

international community. 

100 

 

HECoS Code Description Percentage (%) 

100489 

 

International Politics 100 

 

 

 

 


