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MODULE SPECIFICATION – UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES 

 

KEY FACTS 

 

Module name Exploring London 

Module code SG1018 

School School of Arts and Social Sciences 

Department or equivalent Department of Sociology 

UK credits 15 

ECTS 7.5 

Level  4 

 

MODULE SUMMARY 

 

Module outline and aims 

 

This core module highlights the centrality of London to the work of the Department of Sociology 

at City University.   

 

The module will encourage you to explore London through a variety of texts, films and walks 

with the aim of analysing and experiencing first hand some of the issues at the core of city 

debates.  

 

You will be gain an understanding of the issues at the core of a global city like London by 

exploring issues of concern to the social sciences such as urban culture, social divisions, patterns 

of migration, cosmopolitanism and localism, and the heightened role of media and 

communications. 

 

You will be encourage to engage with London as a subject of study to develop your knowledge 

and understanding of sociological issues and initiate critical observations. 

 



 

 To explore key sociological and cultural features of London. 
 

 To introduce key concerns and concepts of Sociology by examining different 
situations in London (e.g. migration now and in the past; the informational city; 
the network society; gentrification; work and leisure; communication - from river 
to railway, from road and air to virtual ties; the global city). 

 

 To enable you to ‘do Sociology’ by early investigation of changes in London that 
can draw on secondary data while also offering chances to gather primary 
materials. 

 

 To encourage critical observation and investigative enquiry into the city you live 
and study. 

 
Content outline 

 

You will be introduced to a key range of themes which could include (but not limited to):  

historical aspects of London; migration, London as a global city; imagined city; the city in film, 

art, literature, maps, gentrification, inequality, youth cultures, night time economies, 

consumption, work and leisure.  

 

Exploring London (on foot as well as on buses) would be an integral element of the module, for 

which mini projects could be designed (e.g. law and order in the city; gentrification in Islington; 

urban renewal – the Kings Cross site, Elephant & Castle, Seven Sisters...). Such projects would 

encourage team work as well as multiple methods of gathering, analysing and presenting 

sociological materials (e.g. photographs, mapping and diagrammes, data visualisation). The 

workshops will entail discussion of your observations and provide the grounds for further 

analysis of the material gathered. 

 

 

WHAT WILL I BE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE? 

 

On successful completion of this module, you will be expected to be able to: 

 

Knowledge and understanding 

 Acquire greater knowledge and understanding of features of London and its 
changing environment 

 Gain a critical understanding of conceptual issues and how these materialise in 
the city. 

 To develop analytical awareness and critical perspective of past and present 
issues relevant to London  



 

 

Skills 

 Develop an ability to investigate an urban phenomenon / problem and document it 
using diverse formats (e.g. statistical, visual, prose). 

 Experience working effectively in small groups on a shared subject: contribute to 
discussions, receive criticisms, handle conflict with sensitivity and provide solutions to 
problems. 

 Synthesise, share observations and analytical material about London with your 
classmates. 

 

Values and Attitudes 

 Demonstrate sensitivity to other students’ views and experiences of the city 

 Demonstrate an informed and tolerant attitude to the diversity of cultures and 
perspectives about London that might arise in the classroom 

 Demonstrate independence and integrity in making judgements about others  

 Act responsibly and sensibly if teaching takes place out of the classroom. 
 

 

HOW WILL I LEARN? 

 

The module consists of asynchronous lectures and synchronous interactive and/or group work 

which will be structured to ensure all learning outcomes are met and all content covered.   

 

Teaching pattern: 

 

Teaching 

component 

Teaching 

type 

Contact 

hours 

(scheduled) 

Self-directed 

study hours 

(independent) 

Placement 

hours 

Total 

student 

learning 

hours 

Asynchronous Lectures 10 0 0 10 

Synchronous  

Small 

group/ 

interactive 

10 130 0 140 

Totals  20 130 0 150 
 

 

WHAT TYPES OF ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK CAN I EXPECT? 

 



 

Assessments 

 

1500 word Written assignment. 

 

Assessment pattern: 

 

Assessment 

component 

Assessment type Weighting Minimum 

qualifying mark 

Pass/Fail? 

Written 

assignment 

Written assignment 100 40 N/A 

 

Assessment criteria 

 

Assessment Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes students need to 

demonstrate in order to complete an assessment successfully and Grade-Related Criteria are 

descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes students need to demonstrate to achieve a 

certain grade or mark in an assessment.  Assessment Criteria and Grade-Related Criteria for 

module assessments will be made available to students prior to an assessment taking place. 

More information will be available from the module leader. 

 

Feedback on assessment 

 

Following an assessment, students will be given their marks and feedback in line with the 

Assessment Regulations and Policy. More information on the timing and type of feedback that 

will be provided for each assessment will be available from the module leader. 

 

Assessment Regulations 

 

The pass mark for the module is 40%. Any minimum qualifying marks for specific assessments 

are listed in the table above. The weighting of the different components can also be found 

above. The Programme Specification contains more information on what happens if you fail an 

assessment component of the module. 

 

 

 



 

INDICATIVE READING LIST 

 

There is a vast literature to select from and students will be provided with detailed sources 

depending on the particular content delivered.  

 

Texts about London: providing a social history of London or using London as a source of 

inspiration: 

 

Brunsdon, C. (2007). London in cinema: the cinematic city since 1945, London: BFI. 

Lancaster, John (2012). Capital, London: Faber and Faber. (good to examine gentrification in the 

past generation). 

Dickens, Charles (1857). Little Dorrit – Various publishers, editions and formats (to focus on 

London as Industrialism took hold and the building of the railways transformed the city).  

Ackroyd, Peter (2001). London: The Biography. London: Vintage. 

Ackroyd, Peter (2012). London: The concise Biography. London: Vintage. 

Peter Ackroyd, Peter (2007). Thames: Sacred River. London: Catto & Windus.  

Gareth Stedman Jones (1984). Outcast London: A Study in the Relationship Between Classes in 

Victorian Society, London: Penguin Books. 

Porter, Roy (2000). London: A Social History, London: Penguin Books (first published 1994). 

White, Jerry (2008). London in the Nineteenth Century: 'A Human Awful Wonder of God’, 

London: Vintage. 

White, Jerry (2008). London in the Twentieth Century: A City and Its People, London: Vintage. 

White, Jerry (2012). London in the Eighteenth Century: A Great and Monstrous Thing, London: 

Bodley Head. 

 

There is a television series, premised on Booth’s social mapping of 19th century London that 

details changes in particular streets through the past century. Produced by BBC and Open 

University: OU on the BBC: The Secret History Of Our Streets  

 

Useful sociological Sources: 

 

Savage, Mike, Alan Warde & Kevin Warde (2002), Urban Sociology, Capitalism and Modernity 

(2nd ed.), London: Palgrave, Macmillan. 



 

Bulmer, Martin. (1984). The Chicago School of Sociology: Institutionalization, Diversity, and the 

Rise of Sociological Research, Chicago & London: U of Chicago Press. 

Simmel, Georg (1903). ‘The Metropolis and Mental Life’ in Gary Bridge, Sophie Watson (2010) 

The Blackwell City Reader. Sussex: Blackwell Publishing, pp103-110 (in this edition). 

Castells, Manuel (1983). The City and the Grassroots: A Cross-cultural Theory of Urban Social 

Movements, California: U of California Press. 

Donald, James (1999). Imagining the Modern City, Minneapolis: U of Minnesota Press. 

Harvey, D. (1989). The condition of Postmodernity, Oxford: Blackwell. 

Legates, R. And Stout, F. (2011) (Eds.). The city reader, London: Routledge (various editions, this 

is the latest edition). 

Sassen, S. (2000). Economy Cities in a world economy, (2nd ed.) London: Pine Forge Press 

Tonkiss, Fran (2005). Space, the City and Social Theory: Social Relations and Urban Forms,  

Cambridge: Polity Press. 

Wirth, Louis. (1938). “Urbanism as a Way of Life: The City and Contemporary Civilization”. 

American Journal of Sociology 44:1–24. 

Zukin, S. (1995), The cultures of Cities, Oxford: Blackwell. 
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Appendix:  

 

CODES 

 

HESA Code Description Price Group 

132 Sociology D 

 

JACS Code Description Percentage (%) 

L300 The systematic study of human social institutions and 

social relationships. 

100 

 

 

 



 

 


