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Module name

Comparative Political Economy

Module code

IP2031

School

School of Arts and Social Sciences

Department or equivalent

Department of International Politics

UK credits

15

ECTS

7.5

Level

5

Delivery location (partnership
programmes only)

N/A

MODULE SUMMARY

Module outline and aims
Comparative Political Economy is a field of study that attempts to explain the interaction
between political features and economic outcomes across several countries and systems. The
purpose of this course is to provide a survey of the key concepts, theories, and issues in this field
and an opportunity for in-depth study of the political economy of democratic and nondemocratic capitalisms.

The major questions the course addresses are:









Does democracy support or hinder economic growth?
How do particular institutions and political processes influence the economic
policies and performance of a country?
How do markets and economic factors shape the institutions and political
processes of a country?
Does the power of business distort the political process?
Do economic conditions determine electoral systems, government stability, and
other political outcomes?
Do elections affect monetary and fiscal policy?
What explains the significant variations in the scale of governmental intervention
into the functioning of markets across different countries?
Why do tax and welfare systems vary so profoundly across liberal democracies?

In this course, you will explore these questions from a comparative perspective, examining
variations in economic policies and outcomes over time within countries, as well as among
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countries with different institutional settings and different levels of development. The approach
in this module is generic and comparative, though the literature considered is mainly concerned
with the politics of economic policy in industrial democracies.
In the first part of the course, you will be introduced to some competing theoretical
perspectives about the field of comparative political economy. These include the role of political
regimes; comparative democratic institutions; elections, partisanship, and political cycles;
varieties of capitalism; interest groups and lobbying. In the second part of the course you will
explore in depth a variety of areas of economic policymaking: macroeconomic policy, monetary
policy and central banking; welfare, taxation, and redistribution; trade policies; corporate
governance, industrial relations and labour markets; economic regulation.

On the empirical side, you will draw from a variety of empirical evidence, including from
qualitative comparative cases and quantitative studies based on contemporary or historical
data. While there will be no formal pre-requisite for the course, it would be preferable of you
have already completed an introductory module in microeconomics and macroeconomics.

WHAT WILL I BE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE?

On successful completion of this module, you will be expected to be able to:

Knowledge and understanding:

-

-

-

Demonstrate substantive knowledge and awareness of the differences in
economic policies and economic performance across countries
Name and contrast the distinctive features of different types of state-market
relations and link them to the analytical categories distinguished in the
comparative political economy literature;
Achieve an understanding of different comparative political economy
explanations and arguments about what shapes economic policy and causes it to
shift;
Acquire a more in-depth knowledge of a specific area of economic policy making
through the writing of the essay.
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Skills:
-

-

Make reasoned arguments on the relationship between different types of
political-economic institutions and different economic outcomes and policies,
such as macroeconomic policies, economic growth, welfare policies, trade
policies, and regulatory policies.
Apply the theories developed in comparative political economy to empirical cases
which have not yet been assessed in the literature.
Compare and contrast variations in key political and economic variables over
time within countries as well as among countries with different institutional
settings and different level of development

Values and attitudes:
-

Produce written materials that indicate in a precise and honest manner what is
your own work and what is attributable to others
Demonstrate tolerance, expressed as respect for the opinions of colleagues, so
that orderly discussion in classes is possible.
Show consideration for the rules and regulations of the University.

HOW WILL I LEARN?

Teaching pattern:

Teaching
component

Teaching
type

Contact hours
(scheduled)

Self-directed study
hours
(independent)

Lecture

Lecture

10

40

50

Seminar

Seminar

10

90

100

20

130

150

Totals

Placement
hours

Total
student
learning
hours
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WHAT TYPES OF ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK CAN I EXPECT?

Assessments

The assessment includes a combination of coursework and exam:

•
•

One 2000 words essay at the end of the term
One 1-hour long in-class written assignment in the middle of the term

Assessment pattern:

Assessment component

Assessment
type

Weighting Minimum
qualifying mark

Pass/Fail?

Essay (2000 words)

Written
assignment

50%

30

N/A

1 hour in-class written
assignment)

Written
assignment

50%

30

N/A

Assessment criteria

Assessment Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes students need to
demonstrate in order to complete an assessment successfully and Grade-Related Criteria are
descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes students need to demonstrate to achieve a
certain grade or mark in an assessment. Assessment Criteria and Grade-Related Criteria for
module assessments will be made available to students prior to an assessment taking place.
More information will be available from the module leader.

Feedback on assessment

Study Abroad Programme
The module description below is from the 2019/20 academic year and is subject to change,
and for the use of study abroad students only.

Following an assessment, students will be given their marks and feedback in line with the
Assessment Regulations and Policy. More information on the timing and type of feedback that
will be provided for each assessment will be available from the module leader.

Assessment Regulations

The Pass mark for the module is 40%. Any minimum qualifying marks for specific assessments
are listed in the table above. The weighting of the different components can also be found
above. The Programme Specification contains information on what happens if you fail an
assessment component or the module.
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