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» Putin signs laws that criminalize dissent and restrict Internet content. 
 
» Anti-press violence persists; news anchor gunned down in the North Caucasus. 
 
The beginning of Vladimir Putin’s third term as president was marked by a crackdown on 
civil society and critical opinion. Putin signed laws that suppress dissent by limiting public 
assembly, criminalizing defamation, and authorizing state censorship of critical websites. A 
Cold War-era chill settled in as lawmakers passed a measure requiring nongovernmental 
groups receiving international grants to register as “foreign agents,” and the administration 
expelled the United States Agency for International Development and the United Nations 
children’s agency. Illustrating the growing climate of intolerance, a court convicted members 
of a punk band on “hooliganism” charges and sentenced them to prison in connection with an 
anti-Putin stunt at a Moscow church. Deadly anti-press violence persisted: Assailants in the 
North Caucasus city of Nalchik gunned down a news anchor for the state-owned broadcaster 
VGTRK. Authorities made little substantive progress in addressing impunity in previous 
journalist murders. A former police colonel was sentenced to 11 years in prison on charges of 
helping plot the 2006 murder of Anna Politkovskaya. Family and colleagues were dismayed 
that the suspect made a deal with investigators to be tried behind closed doors. And the 
country’s top criminal investigator threatened a leading newspaper editor in response to a 
critical commentary. 
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Months into his new term, Putin signed into law a series of measures that suppress dissent. 
 
LEGISLATING AGAINST DISSENT: 
Public assembly: 
 
In June, Putin signed a measure that imposes steep fines on those who organize or participate 
in unapproved demonstrations. Penalties could also be imposed against those who take part in 
approved rallies if their activities go beyond their permit. Fines against organizers run as high 
as $18,000, a prohibitive sum. 
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“Foreign agents”: 
 
In July, the president signed a bill obligating nongovernmental groups that receive funds from 
abroad to register as “foreign agents.” Such registration is extremely cumbersome. 
Defamation: 
 
Putin also signed legislation that rolled back a 2011 measure that had decriminalized 
defamation. The new criminal defamation law, signed in July, sets a maximum fine of 
$150,000, a prohibitive amount for many media outlets. 
 
Website blocking: 
 
The Internet measure, signed in July, allows the authorities to block sites deemed to have 
“unlawful content,” which is vaguely defined as “making war propaganda” and “inciting 
inter-ethnic hatred.” 
 
Treason: 
 
In November, the president signed a Federal Security Service-proposed bill that expands the 
definition of high treason and gives the authorities the broad right to criminally charge 
individuals who consult with foreigners. Local journalists who work for international media 
could be targeted as a result. 
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