
Finance (BIF/IFRM/Finance) Online Chat session 

This Online Chat session is for applicants interested in studying our Finance courses, 

that is: N3N3 Finance N390 Investment & Financial Risk Management (IFRM} N302 

Banking & International Finance (BIF} The session will be run by current students and 

academic staff, giving you the opportunity to ask questions about your chosen course 

and life at as a Cass student, societies and clubs, extra-curricular activities, free 

language classes, placement & study abroad and lots more. As this is a typed chat 

group session, you will be able to see the answers to your questions by other 

applicants. 

Hi everyone! Welcome to our Finance CityChat! Today's session is for applicants interested in: 

BSc (Hons) Finance (N3N3 and N3Nl} 

BSc (Hons) Finance with foundation year (N3NF) 

BSc (Hons) Banking & International Finance (N302 and N312) 

BSc (Hons) Investment & Financial Risk (N319 and N390) 

My name is Yetunde and I'm one of the Admissions Officers for the Cass Undergraduate programme - looking forward 

to answering your questions! :) 

Some of you will have already received offers whilst many of you will still be waiting for a decision on your application. 

Please be reassured that it'd totally normal to still be waiting on a decision at this time (although we appreciate how 

nerve wracking the wait can be!}. 

If you applied by 15 January then we will aim to get a decision onto UCAS Track by 31 March (hopefully it will not take 

that long!), and if you applied after 15 January then we will aim to get a decision onto UCAS Track by 30 June 

(hopefully much earlier!). 

Hello everybody! I am Sumaita and I am currently studying Finance at Cass. Excited to answer any questions today! 

Hello! My name is Danisha and I work in the Marketing Department- excited to answer all your questions :) 

Greetings Cass Team, I was recently offered two conditional offers at your University, I am interested in what career 

opportunities are available for students, Does Cass Business School collaborate with companies in the finance sector 

to provide internships for your students? 

Hello, I am an offer holder of BSc Banking and International Finance. How many hours of contact does Cass offer?:) 

I am currently studying at a university of finance here in Italy, i am attending the first year and I'll attend the second 

there in London at City! 

Can I know more about Intermediate financial accounting 
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Hi! What does a typical schedule look like? 

how are you finding your degree so far? 

What would you guys say is the best thing about your university? 

Regarding the investment and financial risk management degree, what has been your experience of it so far and have 

you felt there are any areas which prospective students could study for ahead of joining the course 

Hi, Sumaita, i would like to know what is the percentage of Maths in the curriculum? 

for the undergraduate program, how many hours of classes per week are there? 

What I have to do when I come there on September 1st? 

Greetings Cass Team, my team is Arian and I was recently offered two conditional offers at your University, I am 

interested in what career opportunities are available for students, Does Cass Business School collaborate with 

companies in the finance sector to provide internships for your students? 

Hi, our students get jobs in many places - leading investment banks, government departments, startups etc. 

basically, the finance degrees are a good start for almost any job as you will have demonstrable numerical and essay 

writing skills, communications skills and business awareness. We offer year out placements with firms between 2 and 

3. I've just come back from visiting one student at a private equity house where he is a full team member.

Opportunities are many and varied and our location makes getting these placements easier than at many other 

places. 

Hi! What does a typical schedule look like? 

Hello! Thanks for your question! It's hard to surmise what a typical schedule is like, as it is all dependent on the 

modules you take- but usually you will have a 2 hour lecture and a one hour tutorial, during the week, for each module 

you take. Hope that helps! 

Hello, I am an offer holder of BSc Banking and International Finance. How many hours of contact does Cass offer?:) 

Hello , you usually have about 15 or so hours a week:) 

Can I know more about Intermediate financial accounting 

No accounting experts here, I am afraid, but what can I help you with specifically? 

What's the benefits of an investment and financial risk management degree over something like economics? 
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What level of usage do we have access to in regards to the bloomberg room etc on the campus? 

I'm interested in what's covered in the maths modules, since I understand that my US credits will not transfer, correct? 

What would you guys say is the best thing about your university? 

I think for me personally, it's all the facilities we are offered and have access to: the libraries, CitySport and so on. Also, 

because we're a 'University of London', it means that we can share resources with other 'universities of London' and 

vice versa ! :) 

do you recommend any summer reading to prepare for the degree i.e. brush up on maths skills? 

i would like to kow if personal work would be more important in terms of time 

What accounts for the final mark in BSc Finance? 

I have a question about the Course with placement year. Is university going to help us to find a placement or we need 

to find a job by ourselves? 

The requirements for my course are AAA and i am undertaking the EPQ. Will that lower my requirements or is it 

uneffected? 

Hello, taking the EPQ won't have an effect on the offer as we are concerned with your A Levels :) 

Hi. I am currently studying at INTO Manchester. I would like to know what is the grade requirement for my 

foundation study? 

What's the benefits of an investment and financial risk management degree over something like economics? 

There are costs and benefits. Personally, I did an economics degree and later narrowed down to finance, This is what 

I would recommend to most students unless they are completely convinced that finance is for them. A narrow finance 

degree (relative to econ) has the benefit that you don't have to study all the boring stuff like labour markets and get 

straight into the details. I think a student on finance pretty much gets to the frontier of our knowledge of the subject 

at the end of the degree. Econ students are still doing the basics as they have so much more to cover. 

What is the range of companies do you offer to students? Do you offer oversea companies for students in the industry 

period? 

Even with the amount of UCAS points it generates? 

What are the university facilities like? Are there any gym? Is the library open 24 hours a day? 
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Hello I am an offer holder of finance. Are there any recommend books about finance to read before the uni start 

Have a look at The Big Short (or watch the movie), Liar's Poker and Thinking Fast and Slow - three good books (esp 

Liar's Poker) that give you insights into what we do but which are not hard to read 

Thank you Professor for taking the time to reply to our answers, I was wondering how do Cass Business School 

students fare in terms of employment against students from other universities in London, such as Kings or LSE, are 

Cass Business School students landing jobs within the financial community? 

If i do not necessarily meet the requirements of AAA, do you do clearing? 

Directed towards the Admission staff, If an International Baccalaureate student meets the required conditional offer 

points, however they fall short of the required points in one specific subject such as English, do they still have a 

chance of being accepted to the University, in terms of maybe being able to provide extra examinations to prove their 

literacy in English? 

Hello, it would be difficult to say at this point in time as it really depends on what happens at results time and places 

available but if you do hold an offer and miss out on this narrowly we may have some flexibility however I can't really 

promise you that 

What level of usage do we have access to in regards to the bloom berg room etc on the campus? 

You are able to access the Bloomberg terminals and have classes on how to use them 

Do you guys have statistics on the o/o of people who get into the investment banking scene? 

What accounts for the final mark in BSc Finance? 

final year is made up of 53% written exam and 47% coursework. 

Sir I would like to know the difference between portfolio theory and management 

do you recommend any summer reading to prepare for the degree i.e. brush up on maths skills? 

If your maths is a little rusty then just going through some textbooks on maths would be a great help. Make sure you 

also read The Economist and the Financial Times (or WSJ) to see what is happening in finance 

I am coming in September for Investment and Risk Management What books would you recommend for pre reading 

etc especially since being on a gap year? 

Understood Yetunde, appreciate the answer. To build upon that, even though the Cass School website states that 

interviews are not offered, is there an exception to this, if the University finds interest in particular students, can 

interviews be conducted? 

What are expectation for preparing before lectures and in terms of working independently? 
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I have a question about the Course with placement year. Is university going to help us to find a placement or we need 

to find a job by ourselves? 

We have 2 on line sessions especially for Cass placements. You are can them and book your place here: 

https://www.city.ac.uk/applicant/online-chat-sessions 

Online Chats - session timetable 

CITY 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 
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For the investment and financial risk management course, will we be starting from the basics 

I learned a lot but what is the price for the year if we have French nationality 

? Hello , the current tution fee for UK/EU students is £9,250 

Is there any activity (except industry) for students to join during 3 years? 

What is the range of companies do you offer to students? Do you offer oversea companies for students in the industry 

period? 

We have 2 on line sessions especially for Cass placements. You are can them and book your place here: 

https://www.city.ac.uk/applicant/online-chat-sessions 

Online Chats - session timetable 

CITY 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 
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For 1st year where are the main lectures based? At the main city campus or the CASS campus ? 

i would like to kow if personal work would be more important in terms of time 

Personal work is crucial - this is the difference between school and uni. The lectures here give you the basics of the 

issues and then you are expected to do private work to get into the details. we will assign readings and exercises etc. 

Uni is a full-time occupation if you are doing it right. I would expect you to work 9am-5pm each day even if you only 

have a few lectures during the week 



Can I know more about the exams and specifically about grades? 

Exams take place in January and in May/June, and all years count towards your final grade. Hope that helps! 

How is tuition accounted for a US student with dual Italian nationality? Would I be applying as a US or EU student? 

i would like to kow if personal work would be more important in terms of time 

Hi there :) A lot of university comes down to independent work so you have to responsibly allocate yourself time to 

study alongside attending lectures and tutorials. Often times, the lecturers will give you specific reading for each week 

or lecture so that you have some pre-knowledge of everything that will be covered. Also, as a student of City, you have 

access to all of the university's facilities which you are free to use during your free time 

Based on the above, would you not recommend having a job whilst studying at university? 

What are the university facilities like? Are there any gym? Is the library open 24 hours a day? 

We have City Sport: https://www.citysport.org.uk/ 

With regards to the finance degree, how hard is the maths in the third year? 

That will depend on your electives choices as some are very maths-focused and other less so. but finance is a 

mathematical subject- if you are not comfortable with maths then think carefully about a finance degree. 

Management might be a better alternative 

hello , so i received an conditional offer by city for a bsc banking and finance degree , the offer requirement is that i 

will have 15/20 at my baccaleaureate ( i am a french student) but if i have like 14.5/20 will city decline my offer? 

Hello, It is difficult to say at this point in time however if you narrowly miss the the grades we ask for, we may have 

some flexibilty on our offer although I can't guarantee this 

Hi I just wanted to know how many networking events Cass business school holds 

Honestly, thousands. There are networking events pretty much every week, covering all sorts of areas 

For the investment and financial risk management course, will we be starting from the basics 

what are the most common jobs after graduating from the Investment and financial risk management jobs 

The majority of graduates from the Investment and Financial Risk Management course enter challenging and 

rewarding careers in the investment and risk management field as well as in the fund management industry. 

Graduates keen to transfer their specialist quantitative modelling techniques take up front-office roles such as trading, 

bonds and stocks, while others are employed in market risk management and fund management or with regulators 

such as the Bank of England and the Financial Conduct Authority. 
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Do investment banks respect a degree like investment and financial risk or would they tend to go for the more 

common degrees like economics 

They don't mind at all. They hire history graduates and finance ones. They look for potential and figure they can train 

up smart people. The degree honestly doesn't matter too much. But it is easy to talk the talk with bankers if you have 

studied the subject 

Do finance courses have more international or UK students? 

i would like to know if we can change the program (for example from finance to finance and accounting) and if yes 

what should we do 

What is the weakest aspect of the course investment and financial risk management in your university? 

How often are there guest speaker events? 

Most modules will have guest lecturers, then there are frequent outside events with speakers. Given we are so close 

to the City of London we get loads of guest speakers in. On top of that, all the societies organise talks. 

For 1st year where are the main lectures based? At the main city campus or the CASS campus ? 

Throughout all of your undergraduate course, the lectures all take place in main campus (Northampton Square) 

ls there any chance for students to visit compsnies for study during 3 years? 

What are the university facilities like? Are there any gym? Is the library open 24 hours a day? 

Hi! Thank you for your question :) Our libraries are open 24 hours during exam time, otherwise, they are open till 

midnight. We also have CitySport and you can find out more about that here: https://www.citysport.org.uk/. 

And, as a 'University of London', we also have access to facilities from other universities that fall under that umbrella 

and vice versa :) 

Sir I would like to know the difference between portfolio theory and management 

Hi, we cannot answer such vague questions I am afraid - what specifically do you want to know about these 

modules? If you look at our website for the degree you are interested in (eg 

https://www.cass.city.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/banking-and-international-finance) you can see the 

module structure and a brief description of what it contains 

Page not found I Cass Business School 

Page not found. 
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What facilities are available under the University of London umbrella is regards to libraries etc ? 

how many students are usually in a year for the finance degrees 

How do i change a peice of informantion on my UCAS application after its been submitted and i have received my 

offer? 

Would we need to find the placement ours elves 

I am coming in September for Investment and Risk Management What books would you recommend for pre reading 

etc especially since being on a gap year? 

Hi, keep on top of events through The Economist and The Financial Times, but you could also look at popular finance 

books like The Big Short and Liar's Poker. If your maths is rusty it might be worth looking back through your school 

notes on this. 

Hi. I am Frida, and I am currently studying at INTO Manchester. I would like to know what is the grade requirement for 

my foundation study? 

Hi, for applicants taking the INTO foundation course, we ask that you achieve 75% overall with 65% in each 

module including maths and an English test i.e. I EL TS 

What kind of maths is it needed for finance course? As in A-level we have pure, mechanics and statistics:) 

Particularily directed towards Sumaita, since you are a current student, do you have enough free time to be able to 

engage in an internship or part-time job while undergoing the degree ? 

How much contact time do we get during the year either in lectures or tutorials. 

What are expectation for preparing before lectures and in terms of working independently? 

You are provided the lecture slides before the lecture takes place, so you are somewhat expected to review these 

beforehand, and also conduct any of the additional reading assigned by the lecturer. 

Thank you Professor for taking the time to reply to our answers, I was wondering how do Cass Business School 

students fare in terms of employment against students from other universities in London, such as Kings or LSE, are 

Cass Business School students landing jobs within the financial community? 

We are up there and competitive. Our best students land up at Gold mans doing M&A deals or working in private 

equity in family offices (I saw a student doing just that last week). But obviously those jobs are super competitive. 

Only the best get those, whether they are from king's, Cass or the LSE. 



Based on the above, would you not recommend having a job whilst studying at university? 

I am personally all for it! For instance, I am a student marketing ambassador for the university (and can take part in 

events like this and get paid) which is really helpful because of the flexibility with what events you want to take part in, 

what hours or days work best for you. 

So, there are various student-friendly jobs available, especially around university. But it is the individual's 

responsibility to be sensible with the hours they work and to keep priorities in order (i.e. studying always comes first!) 

Hope this helps:) 

Would we need to find the placement ours elves 

Work placements are not guaranteed, however, our reputation, achievements and successful graduates have helped 

us to develop close relationships with a diverse range of companies, who recognise that Cass students can add 

significant value to their workforce. Our dedicated Placement team are in regular contact with these and many more 

companies, and will support you to find placements and ensure you are work ready. 

Hello! I am an Offer Holder for BSc Finance at Cass. I would like to know what was the most challenging part of 

transferring from high school to uni? 

Do you guys have statistics on the% of people who get into the investment banking scene? 

Hi, thanks for that question, our students go onto an array of disciplines within finance and business, and 

unfortunately we do not have an exact statistic on hand of how many people going into investment banking 

specifically. 

I'm interested in what's covered in the maths modules, since I understand that my US credits will not transfer, 

correct? 

Finance needs a decent amount of statistics (so a knowledge of means, medians, correlations, variances etc) and 

some maths to support the theory section (so stuff like calculus and basic algebra). Nothing too testing and we have a 

lot of support in place to help get students up to speed. Then a lot depends on the electives you choose - some get 

maths heavy but it varies a lot. 

If i do not necessarily meet the requirements of AAA, do you do clearing? 

Hello, we do offer clearing although I couldn't say for definite that this course would be part of the courses 

offered during clearing this year. Based on last year we did offer it during clearing 

For the investment and financial risk management course, will we be starting from the basics 

Yes, we assume no prior knowledge of finance so start right at the beginning. But we build up fast! 

What facilities are available under the University of London umbrella is regards to libraries etc ? 

Any facilities that each university offer. So, for instance, students from other universities of London has access to 

CitySport like we do. And we can access other universities' libraries and so on if they fall under this umbrella:) 

Is the maintenance loan granted each year at university 
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Understood Yetunde, appreciate the answer. To build upon that, even though the Cass School website states that 

interviews are not offered, is there an exception to this, if the University finds interest in particular students, can 

interviews be conducted? 

Hi , I'm afraid not as interviews aren't something we do as part of the admissions process for Cass courses 

With regards to the finance degree, will we be starting with the basics? 

Is there any activity (except industry) for students to join during 3 years? 

We have industry placement between years 2 and 3 where you work for a firm doing a finance-oriented job, we have 

years abroad where you study at another university. Then there are shorter placements during vacations. What kind 

of activities were you thinking of? 

since this is a finance degree, are the exams mainly calculations and graphs or will there be some essays involved? 

Hello! I am an Offer Holder for BSc Finance at Cass. I would like to know what was the most challenging part of 

transferring from high school to uni? 

I would say that the independence is the hardest thing to tackle- it is both a great thing as you don't have anyone 

chasing after you, but it can also be a tad daunting because it is up to you to organise your schedule with both studies 

and extra-curricular activities. Nevertheless, you do get the hang of things very quickly on, so it is fine. Also the 

university provides a lot of support in regard to this 

thank you danisha but I wanted to know how much we were in class 

Is the maintenance loan granted each year at university 

For finance queries, please refer to the website at : https://www.city.ac.uk/student-administration/fees-and-finance 

Fees and finance 

Fees, funding & financial support information for current City, University of London students . 

What would you recommend students do to prepare on how to do University level essays in regards on how to do 

bibliography etc? 

Do finance courses have more international or UK students? 

We are London-based so have a lot of students from many places. There are always going to be more UK students 

here but a UK student that comes from London can be almost any ethnicity. It is one of our real strengths that you 

meet people from all corners of the world. I teach international finance, and the international nature of our students is 

amazing 



Do finance courses have more international or UK students? 

Hello, we have a lot of internaional students on the finance course as well as UK students :) 

Thannks, professor. I mean short-term placement. 

Particularity directed towards Sumaita, since you are a current student, do you have enough free time to be able to 

engage in an internship or part-time job while undergoing the degree ? 

Yes, you do! But you have to responsible with how you manage your time and be clear with your priorities. So, for 

instance, I never choose shifts that coincide with any lectures or tutorials or so on. I also avoid long shifts around exam 

period or when exam period is approaching as I personally need time to arrange my timetables and get into the zone 

for revision :) 

With regards to internships, first year students tend to apply for 'spring weeks' which generally take place during 

holidays, anyways 

Hope this answers your question:) 

Can we start taking summer term internships at big finance companies from the very first year? 

Is there any chance for students to visit compsnies for study during 3 years? 

There are many opportunities to visit companies through the form of Spring Insights, Work Experience, Internships 

and Placements- all of which our careers team here at the university would be happy to help you with 

Is there any module/-s that BSc Finance puts more emphasis on? 

how many students are usually in a year for the finance degrees 

I depends on the intake but currently, it's around 40/50 :) 

What kind of maths is it needed for finance course? As in A-level we have pure, mechanics and statistics:) 

If you have done a good A level in maths you have more than enough. My son is doing maths A level now and goes 

way beyond what we need. Some stats would be helpful and calculus is used here and there. 

How do i change a peice of informantion on my UCAS application after its been submitted and i have received my 

offer? 

Hi, I'm not too certain however if there is some information you would like to add/change to support your 

applicaton please email cassug@city.ac.uk and one of the Admissions officers would be happy to help you:) 

What would u say is the percentage of maths in the finance degree con pared to the content we have to learn? 

How are the job prospects for this course in emerging markets 





Cass Business School: Sam Greene - BSc Banking 

and International Finance 

https://youtu. be/Cr7KG Fu_HOU 

City, University of London: Undergraduate 

Accommodation 

https://youtu. be/iT36saZzpxw 

What would u say is the percentage of maths in the finance degree con pared to the content we have to learn? 

every module has some maths in it. Some are 90% maths, some 10%. But the core of finance is about working out the 

price of assets like stocks and bonds, and this needs maths. Not hard maths, but you will face numbers all the time. 

i would like to know if we can change the program (for example from finance to finance and accounting) and if yes 

what should we do 

Hello, it is possible to change. If you wish to change courses you would need to contact cassug@city.ac.uk 

Can we start taking summer term internships at big finance companies from the very first year? 

It depends on the company and whether or not they take interns from first years but if they do, it's always a good idea 

to apply and engage and gain some experience :) 

Does the university have connections with employers in Investment banking? E.g J.P morgan, gold man sachs 

Yes, we place with all the top firms. 

can you describe the investment and financial risk management course in 5 words? 
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How are the job prospects for th is course in emerging markets 

Hi, we have a destination of leavers report available which lists example salaries,job, companies and useful 

information by course https://www.city.ac.uk/careers/your-career/destinations-of-city-graduates 

Where City graduates work 

ee where City graduates work after studying at City. Based on Destinations of Leavers from Higher Education survey. 

With regards to the finance degree, will we be starting with the basics? 

First year primarily consists of introductory courses, in order to bring everyone in the cohort to the same level of 

knowledge in regard to finance, maths and statistics- so yes, you will go over the basics 

I really would love to attend Cass, my predicted grades are not the best due to some unfortunate circumstances and I 

have applied for accountancy and finance. I would really like to get a conditional offer, so that I get motivated to show 

my true abilities 

can you describe the investment and financial risk management course in 5 words? 

testing, mathematical modelling (of) financial assets 

Professor, are stock trading and management of securities covered in the Investment and Financial Risk Management 

or the Banking and International Finance courses? Since you are a professor of Finance at one of the worlds top 

university, what books would you recommend for students to gain a broader knowledge of securites and investment? 

(except for the Intelligent Investor by Graham) 

okay thanks yetunde . and please what's the limit date to being able to change the program? like is it possible to 

change in august or september 

Hello, usually up until the end of July. August/September would be too late to change I believe. It may also be 

possible to change after the first year of study if you change your mind at a later date. 

thank you danisha but I wanted to know how much we were in class 

in terms of the course itself? Well for the BSc Finance cohort, there is 40-50 people. Hope that helps! 

What are the term dates for 2019/2020 at Cass? 

Is there any module/-s that BSc Finance puts more emphasis on? 

we have a bunch of core modules that are super-important, then we offer electives so you can specialise . All of year 1, 

plus the first half of year 2 is all core. Then there are core modules which define whether you are following the banking 

degree (or financial and risk management) 




















