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SUMMARY OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 
Intellectual Property 
 

Protection by How to protect Guidance & Tips 

 
Any  technical 
or commercial 
information not 
covered by other 
intellectual property 
rights. 

 
Know-how/ 
Trade secrets 

 
Protected by the law of 
confidentiality 
and/or non-disclosure 
agreements. 

 
Keep secret: inform 
employees/students of 
their duty of confidence. 
 
Once revealed, know-
how cannot be made 
confidential again. 
 
Mark all confidential 
information as 
“confidential”. 
 
Ensure any transmission 
of confidential 
information is via secure 
means (Note: email is 
not by default a 
confidential 
means of 
communication.) 
 

 
Original literary, 
dramatic, artistic and 
musical works, audio and 
video recordings, 
broadcasts and cable 
transmissions, and 
original software code 

 
Copyright 

 
Copyright comes into 
existence automatically 
on the physical creation 
(not the idea) of the work 
(provided the relevant 
criteria are met) and 
there is no requirement 
to register (i.e. there are 
no registration costs 
involved). 

 
Keep evidence of 
authorship and date of 
creation (e.g. email/post 
a sealed copy to yourself 
or your employer). 
 
Mark materials with the 
copyright symbol, name 
and date; e.g. 
 
“© The City, University of 
London  20[xx].All rights 
reserved.” 
 

 
Shape or configuration 
(whether internal or 
external) of the whole or 
part of an article  

 
(UK) Unregistered 
Design Right.  
 
 
NB There is also a 
(separate) EU 
Unregistered Design 
Right and certain designs 
can also qualify for 
protection under the 
copyright rules.   

 
Automatic right (provided 
relevant criteria are met); 
protects for up to 15 
years in UK. 

 
Keep evidence of dates 
of conception and first 
marketing. 

 
A technical invention 
capable of industrial 
application. Must be 
novel and not obvious. 

 
Patent 

 
Application must be 
filed at the Intellectual 
Property Office (or other 
national patent office 
depending on where 
protection is required) 
or via the European 
Patent Office (EPO) or 
the PCT system. Use a 
qualified patent agent to 
ensure best protection. 

 
If you reveal your 
invention before you file, 
patenting in most 
countries will be 
impossible. 
 
Apparently trivial ideas 
can give valuable 
patents. 
Ensure lab notebooks/ 
records are signed & 
witnessed regularly. 
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A mark to show the 
brand or origin of goods; 
may comprise a word, 
logo, smells, jingle, 
shapes, sounds, etc. 

Trade Mark Trade Marks can be 
unregistered (using the 
“TM” mark), in which 
case actual use in the 
marketplace would 
establish the right. Can 
also be registered at the 
Intellectual Property 
Office (or other national 
trade mark office 
depending on where 
protection is required) 
and the EU trademark 
office (OHIM) (after 
which the ® mark can 
be used). 

Can provide perpetual 
protection if used 
consistently in the market 
and, in the case of 
registered trademarks, 
the relevant renewal fees 
are paid. 

 
A collection of 
independent works, data 
or other materials 
arranged in a systematic 
or methodical way and 
individually accessibly by 
electronic or other 
means, and where there 
has been a substantial 
investment in the getting, 
checking or presenting of 
the contents of the 
database. 

 
Database Right 

 
Right arises 
automatically (provided 
the relevant criteria are 
met)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15 years from the end 
of the calendar year in 
which the database was 
completed, or if the 
database is made 
available to the public 
during that 15 year 
period, protection will 
last for a period of 15 
years from the date that 
the database was first 
made available to the 
public. However, it is 
possible for a database 
to be protected for an 
indefinite period, since 
every substantial 
amendment to the 
database will cause a 
new database right to 
arise 
 

 
The reputation or 
standing of the author 

 
Moral Right 

 
Automatic personal right 
of the author of a literary, 
dramatic, musical or 
artistic copyright works 
and films, as well as 
some performances. 
 
Enables an individual to 
object to derogatory 
treatment of their work 
which amounts to 
distortion, mutilation or  
otherwise is prejudicial to 
the honour or reputation 
of the author. 
 

 
The right to be identified 
as the author of the work 
has to be asserted in 
writing. 
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