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KEY FACTS 
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programmes only) 
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MODULE SUMMARY 
 
Module outline and aims 
 
The increasing incidence of the involuntary displacement and forced migration of people and 
communities in the developing world as a result of conflict, natural disasters, development, 
environmental change and government resettlement policies is a matter of global humanitarian, 
legal and political concern. The governance of displacement and forced migration involving 
states, international financing organisations, UN agencies, civil society organisations and 
commercial banks and companies is growing in complexity.   
 
The academic literature on these topics is rapidly expanding with important bodies of work on 
the governance of displacement, the legal framework, policy development, state-society 
relations, as well as the socio-cultural and economic impacts of displacement and forced 
migration on affected populations. Recent publications by Betts, Haddad, McDowell and others 
discuss the relevance of displacement research for the study of international politics and 
international relations more broadly including theoretical developments.  
 
The module addresses key themes in international politics (governance, globalisation, security, 
international (non)cooperation, regionalism and the global political economy). 
This elective will enable you to: 

• think critically about policy and operational practice relating to displacement and forced 
migration 

• analyse different conceptual approaches to displacement and forced migration 
• understand political issues relating to displacement and the response in the form of 

humanitarian assistance, repatriation and resettlement 
• appreciate the role of the international community and international institutions in 

managing  displacement and forced migration 
 
Content outline 
 
Dimensions, Definitions and Theoretical Issues 
Counting and Conceptualising Forced Displacement 
Theories of Displacement 
 
Policy and Institutional Aspects 
The Global Governance of Forced Displacement 



 

The Legal and Policy Frameworks Governing Displacement Management 
The Institutional Architecture for Managing Forced Displacement 
 
Policy Objectives/Policy Critique 
Containing Displacement in Complex Humanitarian Emergencies (Refugees)  
Containing Displacement in Complex Humanitarian Emergencies: The Case of Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
‘Durable Solutions’ to forced displacement?:  Return, Repatriation and Reintegration 
Asylum and Resettlement in the UK 
Response and Management in Asian Disasters: Earthquakes, Tsunami and the Cyclones 
 
Emerging Challenges 
Environmental degradation, resource wars and poverty 
Climate change: further securitising of displacement management? 
Urbanisation of forced migration. 
 
Political Displacement 
Forced Displacement in the Political Process: Counter-Insurgency, Intra-Urban Displacement 
and Gang Violence and Elections 
 
Development and Displacement 
Why is Development and Displacement a Problem? 
The Role of the Development Banks 
The Role of the Private Sector 
 
Cross-Cutting Themes 
Displacement and the State 
Human Rights 
 

 

WHAT WILL I BE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE? 
 
On successful completion of this module, you will be expected to be able to: 
 
Knowledge and understanding: 
 

 Acquire knowledge about the most significant international legal instruments, policies and 
institutional frameworks which together comprise the structure of the governance of forced 
displacement 

 

 Outline the main displacement and resettlement processes , identify the main actors and 
differentiate the political, social, economic, environmental and human rights dimensions of 
these processes 

 

 Understand the relationships between domestic politics within countries, transnational 
relations between countries, international diplomacy and debate in the United Nations, on the 
main displacement and resettlement domains 

 

 Assess the validity of competing explanations of global displacement and resettlement and 
apply IR theory 

 

 Understand the relationships between historical information, explanations of historical 
change and the normative positions of political actors. 

 



 

Skills: 
 

 Distinguish empirical, normative and explanatory statements from each other; 

 Define abstract concepts and utilise them with rigour and consistency in the context of forced 
displacement analysis. 

 
Values and attitudes: 
 

 Critically analyse the connections between development and global politics 
 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the specific international processes impacting upon the policy 
and operational responses of states and international organisations towards the protection 
and humanitarian challenges posed by forced displacement.  

 

 

HOW WILL I LEARN 
 
The module consists of asynchronous lectures and guided study and synchronous group 
workshops (online or in person), which will be structured to ensure all learning outcomes are met 
and all content covered. 
  

Teaching 
component 

Teaching 
type 

Contact 
hours 

(scheduled) 

Self-directed 
study hours 

(independent) 

Placement 
hours 

Total 
student 
learning 
hours 

Asynchronous 
Lectures and 
Guided Study 
Activities 

Lecture 10 40 
 

50 

Synchronous 
Small Group 
Workshops 
(online/in person) 

Seminar 10 90 
 

100 

Totals 
 

20 130 
 

150 

 
 

 

WHAT TYPES OF ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK CAN I EXPECT? 
 
Assessments 
 
The module is assessed through a 3000 words essay at the end of the term. 
 
Assessment pattern: 
 

Assessment 
component 

Assessment 
type 

Weighting Minimum qualifying 
mark 

Pass/Fail? 

Essay (3000) Coursework 100% 0 N/A 

 
Assessment criteria 
 
Assessment Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes you need to 
demonstrate in order to complete an assessment successfully and Grade-Related Criteria are 



 

descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes you need to demonstrate to achieve a certain 
grade or mark in an assessment.  Assessment Criteria and Grade-Related Criteria for module 
assessments will be made available to you prior to an assessment taking place. More 
information will be available from the module leader. 
 
Feedback on assessment 
 
Following an assessment, you will be given your mark and feedback in line with the Assessment 
Regulations and Policy. More information on the timing and type of feedback that will be 
provided for each assessment will be available from the module leader. 
 
Assessment Regulations 
 
The Pass mark for the module is 40%. Any minimum qualifying marks for specific assessments 
are listed in the table above.  The weighting of the different components can also be found 
above. The Programme Specification contains information on what happens if you fail an 
assessment component or the module. 
 

 

INDICATIVE READING LIST 
 
Khalid Koser and Susan Martin (eds) (2011) The Migration-Displacement Nexus: Patterns, 
Processes, Policies, Oxford: Berghahn  
 
Christopher McDowell and Gareth Morrell (2010) Non-Conflict Displacement: Challenges for the 
21st Century, London, Providence RI: Berghahn Publishers 
 
*Alexander Betts (2009) Forced Migration and Global Politics, London: Wiley Blackwell 
 
*Betts, A. and Loescher, G. (eds) (2011) Refugees in International Relations, Oxford: Oxford 
University Press 
 
Alexander Betts (2009) Protection by Persuasion, Cornell University Press 
 
James C Scott (1999) Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human 
Condition Have Failed  University of Minnesota Press  
 
*Edward Newman and Joanne van Selm (eds) (2003) Refugees and Forced Displacement: 
International Security, Human Vulnerability and the State, UNU Press  
 
Recommended Additional Reading   
 
Lyla Mehta (2009) Displaced by Development: Confronting Marginalisation and Gender Injustice, 
Sage, India 
 
Thayer Scudder (2006) The Future of Large Dams: Dealing with Social, Environmental, 
Institutional and Political Costs, London: Earthscan 
 
Loescher, G. (et al) (2008) Protracted Refugee Situations: Political, Human Rights and Security 
Implications, United nations University Press  
 
Susan Martin (et.al.) (2005) The Uprooted: Improving Humanitarian Responses to Forced 
Migration, Lexington 
 



 

Emma Haddad (2009) The Refugee in International Society: Between Sovereigns, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press  
 
Loescher, G., Betts, A. and Milner, J. (2008) The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) The Politics and Practice of Refugee Protection into the 21st Century, 
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Christopher McDowell (1996) Understanding Impoverishment: The Consequences of 
Development-Induced Displacement, Oxford: Berghahn 
 
Peter Vandergeest, Pablo Idahosa and Pablo S Bose (2007) Development’s Displacement: 
Ecologies, Economies and Cultures at Risk, Vancouver: UBC Press 
 
Anthony Oliver-Smith (ed.) Development and Dispossession: The Crisis of Forced Displacement 
and Resettlement, SAR Press 
 
Christopher McDowell (1996) A Tamil Asylum Diaspora, Oxford: Berghahn 
 
Olivia Bennett and Christopher McDowell (2012) Displaced: The Human Cost of Development 
and Resettlement, New York: Palgrave Macmillan 
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Appendix: 
 

CODES 
 

HESA Code Description Price Group 

29 Social Studies D 

   

 

JACS Code Description Percentage (%) 

L240 The study of political structures, functions and 
theories among the international community. 

100 

 

HECoS Code Description Percentage (%) 

100489 International Politics 100 
 

 

 


