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MODULE SPECIFICATION – UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES 
 
KEY FACTS 
 

Module name Security Studies: Contemporary and Emerging Issues 

Module code IP2025 

School School of Arts and Social Sciences 

Department or equivalent International Politics 

UK credits 15 

ECTS 7.5 

Level  5 

Delivery location 
(partnership programmes 
only) 

N/A 

 

MODULE SUMMARY 
 
Module outline and aims 
 
The world faces today a multitude of security challenges, from the humanitarian needs 
arising from the internal situation in Syria to the effects of the 2004 tsunami in Southeast 
Asia, Iran’s nuclear plans, the growing vulnerability of migration flows and the impact of 
international terrorism in national security strategies. This course provides you with the 
opportunity to critically engage with some of the more pressing international security 
issues in today’s world. It will also explore existing solutions to contemporary international 
security issues, as developed both by nation-states and international organizations as 
well as other security actors. Knowledge of the issues included in this module is also 
considered useful to understand the behaviour of many actors in international politics.  
 
You will be expected to be informed on a range of contemporary security issues given 
that the module draws as much as possible from current events as illustrations of the 
material covered in class.   
 
It is not a prerequisite to take “Security Studies: Conceptual Approaches” before taking 
this module. 
 

 

WHAT WILL I BE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE? 
 
On successful completion of this module, you will be expected to be able to: 
 
Knowledge and understanding: 
 

 Understand the practical implications the evolution of our understanding of security 
has had in the identification of ‘threats’ and ‘solutions’ in contemporary security 
agendas.  

 Acknowledge the relevance of variables such as technology, human thought, and 
economics in the evolution of warfare.  

 Demonstrate awareness of the legal and moral limitations to the use of violence in 
the international system. 



 

 Understand and engage critically with the assumptions and theories that underpin 
contending conceptualisations of security challenges. 

 Appreciate the challenging context in which security actors make security decisions. 
 

Skills: 
 

 Distinguish empirical, normative and explanatory statements from each other.   

 Formulate clear arguments in written and oral format. 

 Engage critically with the nature of contemporary security issues like terrorism, 
nuclear weapons, health, migration.  

 Engage critically with the contribution that new security actors can make to 
contemporary security agendas. 

 Justify your own positions on a number of topics related to the study of international 
security. 

 Demonstrate the importance of IT skills and time management skills. 

 Produce written materials that indicate in a precise and honest manner what is your 
own work and what is attributable to others. 

 
Values and attitudes: 
 

 Demonstrate tolerance towards the opinions of your colleagues. 

 Show consideration for the rules and regulations of the University. 
 

 
 

HOW WILL I LEARN? 
 
The module consists of asynchronous lectures and guided study and synchronous 
group workshops (online or in person), which will be structured to ensure all learning 
outcomes are met and all content covered. 
 

Teaching 
component 

Teaching 
type 

Contact 
hours 

(scheduled) 

Self-directed 
study hours 

(independent) 

Placement 
hours 

Total 
student 
learning 
hours 

Asynchronous 
Lectures and 
Guided Study 
Activities 

Lecture 10 40 
 

50 

Synchronous 
Small Group 
Workshops 
(online/in 
person) 

Seminar 10 90 
 

100 

Totals 
 

20 130 
 

150 

 
 

 
 

WHAT TYPES OF ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK CAN I EXPECT? 
 
Assessments 
 



 

 The assessment includes a combination of coursework and exam: 
 

• One 3,000 words essay  
 
Assessment pattern: 
 

Assessment 
component 

Assessment 
type 

Weighting Minimum 
qualifying 
mark 

Pass/Fail? 

Essay (3000 words) Coursework 100% 40 N/A 

 
Assessment criteria 
 
Assessment Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes you need to 
demonstrate in order to complete an assessment successfully and Grade-Related 
Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes you need to demonstrate to 
achieve a certain grade or mark in an assessment.  Assessment Criteria and Grade-
Related Criteria for module assessments will be made available to you prior to an 
assessment taking place. More information will be available from the module leader. 
 
Feedback on assessment 
 
Following an assessment, you will be given your mark and feedback in line with the 
Assessment Regulations and Policy. More information on the timing and type of 
feedback that will be provided for each assessment will be available from the module 
leader. 
 
Assessment Regulations 
 
The Pass mark for the module is 40%. Any minimum qualifying marks for specific 
assessments are listed in the table above.  The weighting of the different components 
can also be found above. The Programme Specification contains information on what 
happens if you fail an assessment component or the module. 
 

 
 

INDICATIVE READING LIST 
 
Baylis, J. et. al. (eds.) (2013), Strategy in the Contemporary World, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press.  
Collins, A. (ed.) (2013), Contemporary Security Studies, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Hayden, P. (ed.) (2009), The Ashgate Research Companion to Ethics and International 

Relations, Aldershot: Ashgate. 
Kassimeris, G. and Buckley, J. (eds.) (2010), The Ashgate Research Companion to 

Modern Warfare, London: Ashgate. 
Jackson, R. & Sinclair, S.J. (2012), Contemporary Debates on Terrorism, London: 

Routledge.  
Lutz, J.M. & Lutz, B. (2008), Global Terrorism, London: Routledge, 2nd edition. 
Williams, P. (ed.) (2012), Security Studies: An Introduction, London: Routledge.  
* A longer reading list divided per topic into essential and recommended readings will be 
provided at the start of the module. 
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CODES 
 

HESA Code Description Price Group 

29 Social Studies D 

   

 

JACS Code Description Percentage (%) 

L240 The study of political 
structures, functions and 
theories among the 
international community. 

100 

 

 

 


