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MODULE SUMMARY
Module outline and aims
This module is designed to provide you with a comprehensive review of the dynamics,
processes and implications of foreign policy implementation. This module gives you the
opportunity to critically assess how foreign policy tools are employed and their impact.
It examines the key concepts, institutions and processes associated with diplomacy,
containment, soft power, aid, the use of military force, and foreign policy.
Content outline
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Foreign policy implementation: myth and reality.
Power and foreign policy.
Diplomacy.
The use of military force.
Deterrence.
Coercive diplomacy.
Sanctions.
Containment.
Soft Power
Revision.

WHAT WILL I BE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE?
On successful completion of this module, you will be expected to be able to:
Knowledge and Understanding:





Understand the strengths and limits of using specific foreign policy tools.
Identify the key actors and forces driving foreign policy implementation and its impact.
Critically evaluate the use of foreign policy instruments and their impact.
Understand the complex relationship between foreign policy, power, and state behaviour.

Skills:



Distinguish empirical, normative and explanatory statements from each other
Define abstract concepts and utilise them with rigour and consistency.

Values and attitudes:



Appreciate the complex context in which contemporary foreign policy implementation
operates.
Appreciate the role and nature of foreign policy implementation in contemporary international
politics.
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Produce written materials that indicate in a precise and honest manner what is your own
work and what is attributable to others.
HOW WILL I LEARN?
Acquisition of knowledge and understanding is promoted through a combination of lectures and
interactive classes with a strong emphasis on students' presentations. You are encouraged to
undertake extensive reading and independent study in order to understand the topics covered in
lectures and classes and to broaden and deepen your knowledge of the subject. You also receive
feedback on your coursework to encourage you to reflect on what you have produced.
Teaching pattern:
Teaching
component

Teaching
type

Contact
hours
(scheduled)

Self-directed
study hours
(independent)

Placement
hours

lecture
Seminar
sessions
Totals

Lecture
Seminar

10
10

40
90

Total
student
learning
hours
50
100

20

130

150

WHAT TYPES OF ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK CAN I EXPECT?
Assessments
A written exam
Assessment pattern:
Assessment
component
Exam

Assessment
type
Exam (unseen)

Weighting
%
100

Minimum
qualifying mark
40

Pass/Fail?
N/A

Assessment criteria
Assessment Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes you need to
demonstrate in order to complete an assessment successfully and Grade-Related Criteria are
descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes you need to demonstrate to achieve a certain
grade or mark in an assessment. Assessment Criteria and Grade-Related Criteria for module
assessments will be made available to you prior to an assessment taking place. More
information will be available from the module leader.
Feedback on assessment
Following an assessment, you will be given your mark and feedback in line with the Assessment
Regulations and Policy. More information on the timing and type of feedback that will be
provided for each assessment will be available from the module leader.
Assessment Regulations
The Pass mark for the module is 40%. Any minimum qualifying marks for specific assessments
are listed in the table above. The weighting of the different components can also be found
above. The Programme Specification contains information on what happens if you fail an
assessment component or the module.
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