
Graduate Diploma in Law (GDL) 

Learn more about City, University of London's Graduate Diploma in Law (GDL} 

programme from the Programme Director Daniel Wilsher, Professor at The City Law 

School. You will have the opportunity to take part in a question-and-answer session, 

learning about the benefits of studying the GDL at City. 
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im here to answer your questions on the course and studying law 

Hello, I'm a Marketing and Recruitment Assistant for The City Law School. I'll be on hand to help out with any 

questions you may have! 

Please fire away with any questions you have! 

I hope the event is now open for questions 

Hi - I was wondering how the course is weighted in terms of exams and coursework? 

It is all exam based. 

Hi - What do you think is the best way to prepare for the course (in terms of reading, note making etc) over 

Summer? 

There English legal system book we recommend is summer reading 

Thank you for your time and help! What preparation can be done before starting the course (any particular books that 

students should read etc)? 

I'd always say get some work experience in law-very helpful to inform your choices 

Hello! Two main questions: 1) what are the main differences between the GDL and LLB - I understand the LLB is 2 years 

and allows practice abroad, but are there any other differences? 2) how many hours per week do you expect the GDL 

to take? I understand it is a full tiem course - but in my case it would have to be undertaken whilst working ... 

You cannot do our GDL and work- 25 hours contact plus extra study. LLB is lighter but still too much to really work. 

Learning law strikes me as almost having to learn a new language - What advice do you have in getting to grips with it 

sooner rather than later?! 

Look at learning the law by glanville williams - a nice primer 
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and q 2b}! how much of the course is taught on campus, as opposed to online/home-based? 

all on campus 

Hello, I'm interested in starting next year. How manageable do you deem the course to be? 

its one of the harder GDL courses - very much depends on the level you want to push yourself to 

I am a law graduate from India. I graduated with a degree in law in 2015 and have worked with 3 organisations since 

then. I wanted to know if the GDL would be the appropriate educational route for me or not? 

There is a QL TT for lawyers from commonwealth - prob better than GDL 

Thank you. In the exam, is it mainly fact based or analysis based? 

analysis 

Hi there, my question is about possible exemptions. I graduated last year with an LLB Scots Law degree but want to 

pursue a career in England. I have been told that before the LPC, I need to complete the GDL. Do you offer any 

exemptions for subjects I will have already studied and passed as part of my law degree? 

surely 

Are students allowed to voice record lectures? 

only with consent of lecturers - contract is already on line 

And how should I asses the probability of me making it into the GDL program? As in, what are the parameters 

considered as relevant and most important for determining the suitability of the applicant 

a good degree at 2.1 or above will help you - we look at other factors in more complex cases 

Hi - Is the new campus still on track to be opened by September 2019? 

good question - that project is complex so i cannot say for sure 

But would the QL TT qualify me enough, to be able to obtain a pupilage? 
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not my area to be honest but my Bar colleagues will know - check on the bar council site 

Hi - I was just wondering what sort of support is given to students to help with securing training contracts in the 

future? Thanks 

Hi, we have a department dedicated to helping you find training contracts :) 

https://www .city.ac. u k/law / careers/ career -support/training-co ntract-adviso ry-servi ce 

we have a lot of careers sessions , visits from firms and tutor support 

Thank you, that's more interesting! Will I have the opportunity to write some practice exam essays several months 

before the exam? 

oh yes -4x 

I want to plan my education in UK in such a way that I stand a good chance of obtaining a pupilage in a reasonable 

amount of time. 

not easy - very tough to say given the shortage of pupillage 

Will we be able to re-visit the lectures on line after the event? 

not generally- contract is an exception 

Hi there, I was wondering what the main features are of the GDL at City compared to other GDL providers? 

harder and more like a top degree course - we encourage you to read cases and think for yourselves 

I've heard this course is more academic and challenging than other GDL courses, could your point out the main 

aspects of the course which make it stand out in this way ? 

see above - no spoon feeding 

Do you have details of anybody who could give me more info re applying for exemptions? 

John Mills the administrator 

His email can be found here: John.Mills.3@city.ac.uk 
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What does the shape of a 'typical' week look like? 

12 hours lectures 3/4 hours tutorials 

Do you know roughly how much all the text books we need for the course will cost? 

included - 7 books 

Is there any way we should prepare ourselves with regard to writing essays before starting? 

no - we help with practice 

This is great guys, we're getting a lot of questions! Just a reminder to be patient, we will do our best to answer them 

all :=

Not sure if this is relevant to the GDL, but is there any advice service which could help students prepare for Inn of Court 

funding interviews? 

oh yes - we do a lot with that 

After doing some research on the whole pupilage scenario, it's not unreasonable to say that one needs to be highly 

qualified and academically decorated for obtaining a pupilage at a good chamber. 

agreed - an exceptional job for exceptional candidates 

Hi - thank you for this chat! I was wondering with the graduate LLB in two years if its possible to pass the NYC bar 

afterwards like it would be with the 3 year LLB 

this is a nice one - they usually need 3 years study of law but it may be shifting- check with Luke mcDonagh here -

GELLB director 

His email can be found here: Luke.McDonagh@city.ac.uk 

Are lecture handouts/ slides available? 

yes 

Or would the senior status MA offered by Bristol and Sheffield would be a better option in my case. 
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outside my comfort zone to say 

Thank you! Would I be able to come in for some advice before my Inner Temple interview next month? 

ahhh - not really open to non-students but our students have a facebook group - see if you can find it and ask some for 

tips 

Thanks - At what point do you start offering support for Inns of Court scholarships/funding? Once we have been 

accepted onto the course or not until we have started studying? 

on the course 

With regard to completing additional modules after completing the gdl to convert it to an LLB, how is that done? 

very simple - you just sign up and take the exam or coursework in those 

Why is it more beneficial to me as an applicant to choose City? 

might not be - depends how hard you want to work, able you are etc 

Alright. To be more precise, I intended to ask this-is the GDL more suitable for those who are aiming to be solicitors 

rather than a Barrister? 

no -same 

Do you have a large number of international students? 

yes - over 25% 

Thank you both for your responses! Are there a specific number of places (or first come first served process) for the 

modern foreign language learning courses that you provide with the GDL? 

not sure but it seems open to all 

I really want to secure a Distinction on this course. If it is possible to briefly describe this, what makes an essay 

stand out as 'First class' quality? 

you will have to start and see - but the clarity of analysis and elegance of style are imp 



0 

{t 

• 

0 

Great ! thanks for the answer, should I contact Dr Luke McDonagh via email or is he on the chat by any luck ? 

no email 

His email can be found here: Luke.McDonagh@city.ac.uk 

Is there anything that can be done prior to prepare for such a rigorous course? 

make sure its right for you - work exp , read lots , visit court, love the law 

So would you recommend that one should go for higher educational qualifications in law, before starting with the 
GDL-BPTC process? 

no - its not so simple 

Thank you! Are there 'sample', anonymous past exam essays, which received Distinctions, available once we begin 
the course? 

plenty 

Or would it be alright if I go for a higher academic qualifications after completing my GDL? Is there a validity period for 
the GDL or if remains valid forever like any other academic qualification? 

yes - check on the JASB web page 

This is the JASB handbook from 2012 

joint-academic-stage-board-handboo ... 

You can also look at the Bar Standards Board website here: 

https://www.barstandardsboard.org,uk/qualifying-as-a-barrister/current-requirements/academic-stage/academic
requirements-oversight/joint-academic-stage-board-(jasbl-documents/ 

As Brexit is fairly imminent, how are you intending to handle subject of European Law 

no idea - we will carry on until someone tells us to stop 

I read on several biogs that next year will be the last intake of GDL candidates, is that true? 
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Apologies sir, but you said it's not so simple. Could you elaborate a bit please? 

your story is unique to you so you need bespoke advice that this forum cannot give 

How important is it to have a good knowledge of politics and current affairs on the course? 

depends - for public law helps but not masses 

If we are still unsure as to if we want to go the solicitor route or the barrister route, are we provided with guidance 

once the course commences? 

oh yes 

Will this chat be accessible after 5pm so we have a record of the questions asked? 

not sure - hope so 

In general, would you agree with the statement that a would-be lawyer should not say in 10 words what can be said 

in 5? 

clarity is helpful 

Would you be able to explain a bit more about the 'legal ethics' course you offer and why this is important to City? 

its on line lectures and a short test- the ethics of legal practice are under strain due to money and other influences -

we'd like to help students think about why they practice 

Do students come from all different types of academic backgrounds? 

very wide indeed - lots of work exp too 

We are one of the most international universities in London! 

What is the closing date for applications for the GDL? 

rolling prog - tends to fill july time 
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It closes when it fills up! So the earlier you apply, the better! 

Does the GDL start in August or September '18 

sept 

Would I be at a disadvantage given that I have little work experience? 

to you in making choices -yes - its a big step to take 

That depends primarily on what other experience you have. You don't necessarily need work experience to apply. See 
entry requirements on course page: https://www.city.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/graduate-diploma-law-gdl 

If I am applying for pupillage in December, when I won't have any real grades, would it be possible to complete an 
extra piece of work {hopefully to a high standard!), have it graded, and then mention this in a pupillage application? 

probably 

When should I apply for Sept next year ? 

open now 

Would I be at a disadvantage given I have lots of work experience but haven't been in academia for 25 years?! 

not really - we have a good number similar - make sure you love the law and have a good feel for it 

The GDL is quite flexible in terms of who can apply, see the entry requirements on course page: 
https://www.city.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/graduate-diploma-law-gdl 

We're just over halfway through the session! Thank you to everyone who has participated so far 

What does a good feel mean? 

you enjoy and have facility for legal analysis 

How 'creative' can you be within the law 
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its a special kind of creativity - language, social skills, evidence all there in the mix 

so is there any particular organisation or person you can recommend for the "bespoke" advice? 

no -you could contact the law society 

What bespoke advice would this be regarding? 

The Law Society contact page can be found here: http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/get-jn-touch/ 

springing of that last comment, what qualities would you say, generally, give someone a natural 'facility' for legal 
analysis. Thank you for answering all my questions! I realize some of them may not be easy to answer at this stage, 
pre-study. 

you will know it - go to court - listen to arguments - see if you get them and enjoy that style of thinking 

On which date does September term start? 

17th 

Does it help to have an LLM or a masters in a relevant field before applying for the GDL? 

no 

Hi - the GDL is very flexible and you can apply from most backgrounds. See the entry requirements on the 
course page: https://www.city.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/graduate-diploma-law-gdl 

Does CLS provide housing? 

some but its limited 

Our PG accommodation can be found here: https://www.city.ac.uk/accommodation/postgraduate 

Who should I contact with regard to advice on housing? 

student services centre here 

See the link here: https://www.city.ac.uk/student-centre 
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I am currently working at a County Court and was wondering the extent to which this is relavant work experience? 

very good 

Limited as in? First come first serve basis? 

yes 

My recommendation is to apply as early as possible. Applications have been open since January so it may be getting a 

little late, however there is no harm in having a go. See the link to apply here: 

https://www.city.ac.uk/accommodation/postgraduate/how-to-apply 

Do you have many younger students? 

whole range - from 21 up 

If it's unavoidable to have to miss a day, how does one catch up/access the info from that day 

happens a lot-people off to interviews etc - join another group / ask for the notes from colleagues 

We also put most of our material up on line so you can access either via student portal or email 

Is there any affordable housing (with rent around £600 per month) available near the campus, which the 

University could help us to find? 

no 

If you're after that price, you would need to commute and/or flats hare. My advice is to use the popular UK service 

https://www.spareroom.co.uk/ and start looking for rooms! 

What percentage of students get a distinction/merit/pass/fail? 

varies but most get commend, 10-20% distinct, 

If I need extra assistance in a particular topic, is it possible to have a tutor/external tutor(paid) that maybe has a 

different way of explaining things that the school may suggest?? 

yes but not much point in coming if that is the case 
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are all exams weighted equally to calculate the overall average grade? 

yes 

10 minutes left everyone 

applications are open in January for September that year? 

Correct yes 

As the amount of monetary investment required to study And live in the UK is such that without having a roadmap , it's 
a huge risk. 

yes 

Thank you - it was flat/house sharing which I had in mind! Are the Halls of Residence quite expensive? 

have a look- not sure 

See the link for halls fees: https://www.city.ac.uk/accommodation/postgraduate/fees-and-contracts 

Is there any way we may be able to speak to a current/ past student on their opinion on their GDL experience? 

there's a few out there blogging and on social media so have a look -

Blessing is a current student at City on the GDL who has a very good blog: http://www.blessingatthebar.com/ 

about creating an education roadmap for myself in UK so as to become quaifies enough for securing a good 
pupilage 

Try our student information source Lawbore, it contains lots of helpful pieces about studying in the UK and gaining 
pupilage https://lawbore.net/ 

We also have the Pupilage Advisory Service which is designed to help students get pupilage who study at City 
https://www.city.ac.uk/law/careers/career-support/pupillage-advisory-service-pas 

What's the highest mark you've seen someone get (overall grade) in the exams? An 80? 77? 
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yes round there - hard work so not always so great even if you get it 

Does hard work mean the amount of info you need to learn/retain or the amount you have to DO? 

both 

regarding the 'bespoke' advice suggested by Mr.Daniel, it's just that I have been told that the chances for securing a 

pupilage are quite low even for law graduates of Oxbridge, and therefore, I wanted some guidance about how to 

proceed with my education in such a way that with each level of education I keep increasing my chances of securing 

a pupilage 

The chances of securing pupilage are as high as 50% if you get a first degree. My advice is study hard, get a good 

degree and build a solid foundation of experience through Mooting and Pro Bono. we offer all of this at City Law 

School 

https://www.city.ac.uk/law/careers/mooting 

https://www.city.ac.uk/law/careers/pro-bono-professional 

Thank you, not great in what sense, if you have time to specify> 

can be draining working too hard - no? 

It's always important to balance the work with extra-curricular activities 

involved in our student law society 

When is the exam period and how long does it take to recieve grades ? 

june - 3 weeks 

the bell is tolling 5 now so I must be going along - thanks for joining us 

be that mooting, pro bono or getting 

Hi all, thank you for the questions! We'll continue to answer any leftover ones now! Thank you for joining us we hope it 

has helped :..: 

Excellent session everyone! 

thanks a ton! That's convincing to a decent extent. Though, would we have enough time at hand after classes to 

engage in mooting and pro Bono in just 1 year? 

We run and attend plenty of mooting competitions throughout the year, so I would advise trying to participate as 

much as you can. Another good option may be to participate in our Law Society at City, as it has a good reputation: 

https://www.citystudents.co.uk/getinvolved/society/lawsoc/ 




