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External Contributions to the Programme Approval Process 
 
External contribution to the process had been provided by Dr Rebecca Beasley from University of 
Oxford and Professor Patricia Duncker from University of Manchester.  This expertise, combined with 
that of the University members, provided a full and robust Committee to consider the range of 
matters to be addressed through the Programme Approval process. 
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Student contribution to the Programme Approval Process 
 
The Students’ Union Vice-President (Education) is a standing member of the University Programme 
Approval Committee in order to ensure that student views are considered appropriately and was in 
attendance to review the proposal.  
 
 
Conflict of interest 
 
No conflicts of interest were declared. 
 
 
Outcome of Committee discussion: 
 
The Committee commended the programme team on the standard and quality of the documentation 
and a well-developed proposal.  
 
The Committee agreed the following condition and recommendations. 
 
 Conditions: 
 

1. To revise the programme specification to ensure that the following sections are included: 

• To what kind of career might I go on 
• What placement opportunities are available 
• How do I enter the programme 
• AP(E)L  

 
Recommendations: 
 

1. To undertake  assessment mapping throughout the programme to ensure that the volume of 
assessment is appropriate to both the level of study and number of credits attached to the 
module and consider where formative assessment might be appropriate 

2. To ensure that members of the programme team, in particular the programme director, are 
recruited with sufficient time for their participation in the design of the programme. 

Deadline for response to the conditions, with full supporting documentation: Monday 1st February 
2016. 
 
In addition to the above, some areas for enhancement within specification documents and some 
errors and inconsistencies within the Stage 2 submission were identified.  Details would be shared 
with the Programme team to enable them to be addressed within the final version of the 
documentation. 
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Summary of discussion: 
1. The Programme 
 
The proposed BA English Programme would be a full time undergraduate degree within the School of 
Arts and Social Sciences. It had been proposed as both a logical initiative and to align with City’s 
strategic priorities. The new programme would offer the potential for City to recruit a 
significant new cohort of undergraduate students, and underpins a medium-term strategic 
goal of establishing a new Department to consolidate the University’s strengths in English and the 
literary professions. The new programme would align with the School’s existing excellence in 
the creative and cultural industries with which literary practice intersects. 
 
It was noted within the documentation that the academic approach throughout the programme 
would be to treat literature as something that is alive, active and current. The curriculum would 
support interdisciplinary knowledge, skills and research. The proposed programme would sit 
alongside existing cognate programmes within the School including BA programmes in Journalism 
and Cultural and Creative Industries. This proposal would also enable the potential for future joint 
awards, including BA English and Creative Writing and BA English and Journalism. 
 
 
2.  Programme Content 
 
It was noted within the documentation that some revisions had been made to programme content in 
response to external advisor feedback and comments. Some modules had been revised and 
repositioned to ensure that English Subject Benchmarks had been met. It was also acknowledged by 
the programme team that some aspects of the programme would be developed more fully as 
specialist staff is hired. Overall, the Committee commended the programme team on a well-
developed proposal.  
 
The Committee was interested to know how the work placement option would work in practice and 
what, if any, the additional resource implications would be. The programme team responded that the 
work placement option was still being finalised, but the aim was for it to be an integrated learning 
experience for students.   
 
3.  Learning, Teaching and Assessment 
  
The Committee noted that some of the assessment seemed disproportionate to either the number of 
credits or level of study. The programme team responded that the focus had been on obtaining the 
correct quality as opposed to just focussing on the quantity of assessment. The Committee 
recommended that it would be useful for the programme team to undertake assessment mapping 
throughout the programme, to ensure that the volume of assessment is appropriate to both the level 
of study and number of credits attached to the module. The Committee also suggested that 
formative assessment could be considered where appropriate.  
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4. Student experience 
 
The Committee discussed the career information available for English graduates. The strong 
relationship between the proposed programme and Journalism and Creative writing was 
acknowledged, and it was suggested that this could be included in the career section for the BA 
English degree. 
 
 
5. Quality assurance, standards and regulations  

The Committee commended the programme team on the standard and quality of the 
documentation. 

It was noted that some sections were missing from the programme specification. The programme 
team clarified that this was an oversight and that the programme specification would be updated to 
include the following: To what kind of career might I go on to, What placement opportunities are 
available, How do I enter the programme and AP(E)L  information. 

 
6. Resources 
 
There was discussion around staff recruitment, and the Committee raised some concern that the 
programme was reliant on the successful recruitment of high quality staff prior to delivering the 
programme. The programme team responded that the first round of interviews for a Programme 
Director had already taken place, with an appointment pending Stage 2 approval. The Committee 
agreed that the programme team should ensure that all members of the programme team, in 
particular the programme director, are recruited with sufficient time for their participation in the 
design of the programme. 
 
 
Laura Tull  
Academic Development Officer 
January 2016  


