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Martin Arnold, Banking Editor, Financial Times 

Martin Arnold has worked for the Financial Times since 1999; 

becoming the FT banking editor in January 2014. Before this, 

he held the role of deputy companies editor for almost three 

years, overseeing business and financial coverage. Between 

2007 and 2011, Martin covered private equity – winning the 

British Private Equity and Venture Capital Association Private 

Equity Correspondent of the Year award; and also being 

shortlisted for Scoop of the Year at the Business Journalist of 

the Year awards. His other roles at the FT have included five 

years as Paris correspondent, covering the French presidential elections and the 

banks. He has also written about technology, media and telecoms in London, and 

consumer industries in New York. Martin has a Masters degree in journalism from 

Goldsmith College in London; and an undergraduate degree in French and Politics 

from Leeds University. 

 

Douglas J Flint CBE Group Chairman HSBC Holdings plc 

Douglas Flint is Group Chairman of HSBC Holdings plc, 

appointed December 2010. 

He began his career with Peat Marwick Mitchell & Co. (now 

KPMG) where he trained as a chartered accountant after 

graduating from Glasgow University. He was appointed a 

partner of KPMG in 1988. 

He joined HSBC on 30 September 1995 and was appointed to the Board as Group 

Finance Director on 1 December 1995. 

Mr Flint was appointed Chairman of the Institute of International Finance in June 

2012. He is a member of both the Mayor of Beijing’s and the Mayor of Shanghai’s 

International Business Leaders’ Advisory Councils which seek to improve the quality 

of its citizens’ lives through economic, environmental and social reform. He is a 

member of the International Advisory Board of the China Europe International 

Business School, Shanghai and recently gave a master class to the students and 

alumni on the changing expectations and accountabilities of leadership. He is also 

an independent external member of the Financial Services Trade and Investment 

Board in the UK and, by invitation from the Prime Minister, a British Business 

Ambassador from January 2014. 

http://afme.eu/Events/2014/Italian-Banking/Biographies/
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In June 2006 he was honoured with a CBE (Commander of the British Empire) by 

Her Majesty the Queen in recognition of his services to the finance industry. Mr Flint 

served as a non-executive director of BP plc from 1 January 2005 until 14 April 2011 

and was Chairman of its Audit Committee in his final year. 

Mr Flint is married with three children. His hobbies include golf. 

 

Piers Haben, Director of Oversight, European Banking 

Authority(EBA) 

Piers Haben is the Director of Oversight at the European 

Banking Authority (EBA). Piers is responsible for the EBA's 

work on EU-wide stress testing and risk assessments, the 

efficient functioning of colleges of supervisors and forging a 

common supervisory culture, as well as common supervisory 

reporting and transparency. Prior to joining the EBA, Piers 

worked for the UK Financial Services Authority where he held a 

number of roles in prudential policy and supervision, including 

leading the FSA's policy work on stress testing and supervisory review of firms under 

Pillar 2. Piers has widespread international experience including as a member of the 

Basel Committee's Supervision and Implementation Group, work in the Financial 

Stability Forum and advising the South African Reserve Bank. 

 

 

Michael Sholem is European Counsel as Davis Polk, practicing 

in the London office.   

Before becoming a lawyer, Michael graduated from the 

University of Edinburgh with a degree in history and politics, and 

later worked for two years as an assistant to a member of the 

UK Parliament.  At Davis Polk, his practice focuses on the 

supervision and regulation of banks, investment firms, insurance 

companies and asset managers, including in connection with 

new authorizations, changes of control, corporate governance 

and regulatory investigations. His practice has also included advising non-financial 

groups on the impact of new regulation, with a particular focus on market 

infrastructure.  
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Michael also has extensive experience advising clients on developments in 

European Union laws, rules and policies affecting financial institutions. 

 


