
Item 7.5 
Senate 08.07.15 

Proposal to close the Interdisciplinary Centre for Creativity in Professional Practice.  

 
Summary 
 
The purpose of this paper is to ask Senate to approve the closure of the University 
Interdisciplinary Centre for Creativity in Professional Practice and the activity moving to 
become an interdisciplinary Centre within one School, Cass. 
 
The primary driver behind the proposal is to grow the interdisciplinary capabilities in 
creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship research that will both address market needs and 
align better with funding calls (e.g. the current EPSRC Design the Future and EU ICT-19 
Creativity calls).  
 
A second driver is the synergy between the research and teaching of creativity and design 
led by Professor Maiden and Dr Jones and of entrepreneurship and leadership led by Cass. 
At the same time, SMCSE is refocusing on its core computer science research and teaching. 
Therefore the Centre’s activities align more closely with those at Cass than SMCSE.  
SMCSE are supportive of the move as they can see that it would be beneficial to the 
University.  
 
The third driver is aligning the current creativity research and teaching with the best-fit 
activities in the University, which are currently found in Cass, in order to grow both. As well 
as grow student numbers on the Masters in Innovation, Creativity and Leadership, Centre 
resources and expertise can be used to support and grow other courses. Funded and 
doctoral research opportunities are also expected to increase as a result of the move. 
 
The intention is for the School to locate Professor Maiden and Dr Jones at its premises at 
Bunhill Row or Chiswell Street by September 2017. The School would also accommodate 
fully the teaching of the MSc in Innovation, Creativity and Leadership into its MSc portfolio by 
September 2016. 
 
In accordance with Regulation 27, which states that Senate approves open/close/renaming 
of Interdisciplinary Centres on the recommendation of the Vice-Chancellor, Senate is asked 
to approve the proposal.  
 
One action required. 
 

 
Recommended Action 
 
Senate is asked to approve the closure of the University Interdisciplinary Centre for 
Creativity in Professional Practice. 
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