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Executive summary 
 

The Department for Education has confirmed that most A-level exams will take 

place three weeks later than usual in 2021, to give pupils more time to prepare. 

 

As a result of the change, A-level results day will be August 24 2021 which is 10 

days later than would usually be the case.  

 

Due to the later release of results and the subsequent admissions process, it is 

proposed to put back the start of the 2021/22 academic year. Schools have been 

consulted on the development of 2020/21 academic year and the viable option is 

Option 1 (Appendix 1).  

 

This paper sets out the details and implications of the favoured option (Option 1) 

for the proposed academic year structure dates for Term 1 of 2021/22.  

 

Action(s) required 
from Committee: 

 
 

A. Approve the preferred Term 1 academic year 

structure dates for 2021/22 (Option 1) 
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Academic Year (2021/22) – Proposed Term 1 Academic Year Structure Dates  

1. Context 

The Department for Education has confirmed that most A-level exams will take place 

three weeks later than usual in 2021, to give pupils more time to prepare. 

As a result of the change, A-level results day will be August 24 2021, which is 10 

days later than would usually be the case.  

In order to ensure admissions are not impacted by the late release of the summer 

2021 A-level results we are proposing to put back the start of the 2021/22 academic 

year (other than for SHS due to the nature and length of its programmes and PSRB 

requirements).  

Schools have been consulted and the viable option is Option 1 (Appendix 1). In 

consulting Schools about the academic year, there has also been discussion about 

other changes that could be made in parallel.  

This paper focuses on the proposed changes to Term 1 of 2021-22. Some of the 

implications that will need to be thought through in due course include, holiday and 

assessment periods. Further discussions are continuing to take place regarding the 

remainder of the academic year.  

2. Proposed Changes and Implications  

Favoured Option (Option 1) – To put back the start of the academic year (Induction 

Week) by 1 week to the week commencing the 27th September 2021.  

Key Changes: 

• Induction Week to take place 1 week later in week commencing 27th 

September 2021.  

 

 

Senate is asked to: 

A. Approve the preferred Term 1 academic year structure dates for 2021/22 

(Option 1) 
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Appendix 1 – Proposed Academic Year Structure Term 1 Dates for 20201/22 Options Considered 

 
 

 

 

 


