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MODULE SPECIFICATION 

 

KEY FACTS 

 

Module name Contemporary Criminological Controversies 

Module code SG1029 

School School of Arts and Social Sciences 

Department or equivalent Department of Sociology 

UK credits 15 

ECTS 7.5 

Level 4 

 

 

MODULE SUMMARY 

 

Module outline and aims 

 

This module provides an introduction to contemporary perspectives debates in criminological 

thought by exploring phenomenon that have variously; global, technological and personal 

implications. 

 

How such phenomena arise and are sustained will be explored as will the responses of those 

tasked with the administration of the Criminal Justice System. 

 

The module seeks to build on the previously delivered foundational knowledge and understanding 

available in the Introduction to Criminology module and seeks to make students familiar with 

debates and critiques of both criminological theoretical and applications of policy. 

 



 

The perspectives of key criminological theorist will be integral to the module alongside 

explorations of new explanations offered as to criminal causation. 

 

Content outline 

 

A consideration of what crime in the Global context will ask further what are the definitional 

features and criminal implications of that defined as Organised Crime. The nature and application 

of Violence in various cultural contexts will also be considered. 

 

The recipients of criminal behaviour will then be considered via the three dimensions of 

technology. Lectures addressing the role of the Media in crime causation and crime fears will lead 

to the debates as what role Surveillance has on both the watches and the watchers. The debates 

as to what constitutes Cybercrime will also discuss what effects such content might have and who 

has the responsibility to manage such content. 

 

That we might best term personal crimes will explore what we consider as variously; Property 

Crime and White –Collar Crime. This section will also ask what are the implications and ideal 

responses to Youth Crime and what constitutes Criminal Profiling and how much of a science 

such methods can claim to be.  

 

 

 

WHAT WILL I BE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE? 

 

On successful completion of this module, you will be expected to be able to: 

 

Knowledge and Understanding 

 

• To demonstrate a continuing understanding of criminological thought and the 
application of policy. 

• To describe and debate contemporary perspectives on crime and crime control. 
 

• To describe and debate key issues that inform criminological inquiry in the 21st Century. 
 

Skills: 

 



 

• To identify emerging topics in crime and the criminal justice process. 
 

• To be able to gather, retrieve and synthesise information from a number of sources to make 
sense of the application of criminological and its role in informing the criminal justice 
system. 

 

Values and attitudes: 

 

• Encourage critical engagement with issues pertinent to contemporary living. 
 

• Encourage self- reliance, time-management and the ability to produce lucid and 
informed scholarship under exam conditions. 

 

 

 

HOW WILL I LEARN? 

 

The module consists of asynchronous lectures and activities and synchronous interactive and/or 

group work which will be structured to ensure all learning outcomes are met and all content 

covered.  

 

Teaching pattern: 

 

Teaching 

component 

Teaching type Contact 

hours 

(scheduled) 

Self-directed 

study hours 

(independent) 

Placement 

hours 

Total 

student 

learning 

hours 

Asynchronous Lectures & 

Activities 

10 0  10 

Synchronous Small 

Group/Interactive 

10 130  140 

Totals  20 130  150 

      
 

 

 

WHAT TYPES OF ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK CAN I EXPECT? 



 

 

Assessments 

 

As on campus exams are not possible, this assessment component will be: 

 

A downloadable open-book exam (of 24 hours). 

 

Assessment pattern: 

 

Assessment component Assessment type Weighting Minimum 

qualifying mark 

Pass/Fail? 

Downloadable, open-

book exam 

Exam 100 40 N/A 

 

Assessment criteria 

 

Assessment Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes students need to 

demonstrate in order to complete an assessment successfully and Grade-Related Criteria are 

descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes students need to demonstrate to achieve a 

certain grade or mark in an assessment. 

 

Feedback on assessment 

 

Following an assessment, students will be given their marks and feedback in line with the 

Assessment Regulations and Policy. More information on the timing and type of feedback that 

will be provided for each assessment will be available from the module leader. 

 

Assessment Regulations 

 

The pass mark for the module is 40%. Any minimum qualifying marks for specific assessments are 

listed in the table above. The weighting of the different components can also be found above. 

The Programme Specification contains information on what happens if you fail an assessment 

component or a module. 
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Appendix:  

  

CODES 

 

HESA Cost Centre Description Price Group 

132 Sociology D 

 

HECoS Code Description Percentage (%) 

101307 

 

Sociology – applied social 

science 

100 

 
 

 

 

 

 


