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Executive summary 
 
This paper outlines the rationale to approve the addition of the following to the list of approved 
Teaching Types as outlined on the module specification templates and associated Guidance: 
 

• Synchronous Online 
• Asynchronous Online 

 
In addition, it outlines the rationale to include the following additional Assessment Type on module 
specification templates, associated Guidance and as an option on SITS: 
 

• Exam Online 
 
 

Action(s) required 
from the Committee: 

 
A. To approve the addition of Synchronous Online and Asynchronous 

Online as Teaching Types 
B. To approve the addition of Exam Online as an Assessment Type 
 

 
The table below outlines which committees/groups have already seen the report and the resulting 
outcome/action from discussions. 
 

Committee date Committee title Outcome/action Action date 
Paper 
version 
number 

23.06.2020 EQC Approved 23.06.2020 1 
     
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Introduction 
 
Currently, there are a number of approved teaching types that Schools must choose from when 
drafting and/or updating module specifications. These are outlined in the module specification 
templates, which are maintained by Student and Academic Services, and the associated Guidance 
which LEaD drafted. The teaching types are based upon guidance from HESA and include: 
 

• Lecture  
• Seminar 
• Tutorial 
• Project 
• Supervision 
• Demonstration 
• Practical classes and workshops 
• Supervised time in studio/workshop 
• Fieldwork 
• External Visits 
• Work-based learning 
• Guided independent study 
• Placements  
• Year abroad 

 
There are also a number of approved assessment types that Schools must choose from when drafting 
and/or updating module specifications. These are outlined in the module specification templates, 
which are maintained by Student and Academic Services, and the associated Guidance which LEaD 
drafted. They are also listed on SITS and need to be accurate for each assessment component. 
 
 

• Written exam 
• Written assignment, including essay 
• Report 
• Dissertation 
• Portfolio 
• Project output (other than dissertation) 
• Oral assessment and presentation 
• Practical skills assessment 
• Set exercises 

 
While Schools are now asked to choose from the above list, for historical reasons SITS does include 
a number of other assessment type options, e.g., exams can be differentiated as ‘Exam Seen’ or 
‘Exam Unseen’ but these all map to the generic ‘Written exam’ for HESA reporting purposes. The 
proposed ‘Exam Online’ would also map to ‘Written exam’ for HESA returns.  
 
Context  
 
In light of the impact of coronavirus (COVID-19), it has been decided that a blended learning 
approach will apply for most programmes in 2020/21 academic year (noting that some programmes 
may be exempted, e.g., for PSRB reasons). The Education and Student Committee noted that: 
 
‘’We will plan for the delivery of the whole of the 2020-21 academic year in the context of social 
distancing constraints, not just for Term 1. Planning for and delivery of 20-21 is an emergent new 
model of education, student support and experience. It is grounded in principles of a credible, high 
quality and viable offer for the whole academic year.’’ 
 
Proposal 
 
To better reflect the teaching and assessments that students will be undertaking next year, it is 
proposed that the following are added to the aforementioned approved lists: 
 



• Synchronous Online – teaching type 
• Asynchronous Online – teaching type 
• Exam Online – assessment type 

 
In drafting this proposal, QUAD liaised with LEaD and the Student Systems & Data Quality Team in 
Student & Academic Services.  Both were supportive and Student Systems & Data Quality Team 
noted that this approach would not impact HESA reporting, however, it is important that any additional 
teaching types must be differentiated by ‘Scheduled Learning’, ‘Independent Learning’ or 
‘Placements’. This is part of the existing module specification templates thus would be captured for 
any teaching types, including the two proposals of ‘Synchronous Online’ and ‘Asynchronous Online’. 
 
It is proposed that these additional teaching and assessment types are approved for use indefinitely 
beyond 2020/21 academic year. This is because City has a number of online, distance learning 
and/or blended learning programmes that would benefit from a more accurate terminology. 
 
Next Steps 
 
If approved, QUAD and LEad will update the module specification templates and associated 
Guidance to include the additional teaching and assessment types to allow schools to assign the most 
appropriate descriptions to each module. Student Systems Team will be advised that the new 
teaching types should map to ‘Written Exam’ for HESA reporting. 
 
This would be beneficial to students as it will provide them with an accurate information about their 
studies.  


