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Appointment of Examiners for Research Degrees: Impact of University of 
London Membership 
 
Summary 
 
Since the admission of City to the University of London in 2016, Schools have 
periodically queried the appointment of examiners from other University of London 
member institutions and their status in the examination process as internal or 
external examiners for research degrees.  
 
This paper provides clarification on their status, and recommends a revision to 
current policy to counsel supervisors accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
Recommended Action 
 
The Graduate School Committee is asked to: 

• Note the current position, agreeing that no changes should be made 
• Recommend a revision to current policy to clarify the status of University of 

London academics examining for City, University of London awards. 
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Position 

City joined the University of London in 2016 yet retained its independent degree-awarding 
powers; City students continue to be receive City awards, not University of London awards. 
In current policy, academics from University of London member institutions are categorised 
therefore as external examiners. 

University of London member institutions awarding University of London degrees are 
generally able to treat staff from other member institutions (now including City) as internal 
examiners; in some member institutions, use of staff from another member institution for this 
purpose is mandatory. Where University of London members now have their own degree 
awarding powers (e.g. UCL, Queen Mary), the categorisation of examiners may vary 
depending on the awarding body. An extract from UCL guidance provides helpful distinction: 

 

Our approach therefore mirrors the above whilst City continues to offer its own awards for 
research degrees. 

Recommendations 

It is therefore recommended to the Committee that our approach is not changed, and that 
staff from University of London member institutions continue to be treated as external 
examiners for City awards. 

It is recommended to the Committee to propose that the policy on the appointment of 
examiners for research degrees be amended to add this point of clarification. The last 
reapproval of this policy predates City’s membership of the University of London. 

Richard Alderman 
Assistant Registrar (Research Degrees) 

February 2019 
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