
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MSc Behavioural Economics - Reading list 
 
 
* Recommended reading 
 

 Richard Thaler’s (2015) book, Misbehaving. This provides an informative tour of 
Thaler’s engagement with behavioural economic issues since the 1970s; and, as 
such, it provides an enjoyable tour of the development of the whole field. 

 

 Wilkinson, N. & Klaes, M. (2012). An Introduction to Behavioral Economics. London: 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

 

 *Andy Field, Jeremy Miles and Zoe Field (2012). Discovering statistics with 
R. Sage, London. ISBN: 978-1-4462-0046-9 
This book will be used in your two research methods/statistics modules and will be 
very useful for your dissertation. We strongly recommend that you familiarise yourself 
with basic statistics before the start of the course if you have never taken a statistics 
class before. We will learn the statistical software programme R in class. It is 
assumed that you already possess basic computer skills, such as creating folders, 
saving files, copy-and-pasting text, etc. 

 

 Gravetter & Forzano (2014). Research Methods for the Behavioral 
Sciences. Cengage Learning, Inc. 

 *Frank and Cartwright, 2013, 2016 - Microeconomics and Behaviour, 1st or 2nd 
edition. 

 Mankiw and Taylor, 2017 - Economics, any edition. 

 It is well worth reading MINDSPACE: 
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/publications/mindspace 

 

* Students who do not have an undergraduate degree in economics are strongly advised to 
work on their maths skills before the start of term. You can find maths tutorials on the BBC 
website. These are GCSE Maths learner guides which will teach you basic math concepts 
needed for microeconomic analysis: 
 
https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/z9p3mnb  
 
Cover the following categories of topics: “Number”, “Algebra”, “Ratio, proportion and rates of 
change”, “Probability” and “Statistics”, and the relevant subtopics in “Problem solving.” 

Many of you may not need to cover everything in great detail, but be sure you can do the 
exercises before you skip the sections.  
Lastly, to cover logarithms go to: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/maths/algebra/logarithms/revision/1/ 

 

https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/z9p3mnb
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/maths/algebra/logarithms/revision/1/

