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Key discussion from the 14th meeting of the Graduate School Committee held              
on 8 February 2016 

 
Summary 
 
This paper highlights those agenda items that were discussed at the fourteenth meeting of 
the Graduate School Committee. 
 
The full minutes of the meeting would be forwarded to the Education and Student 
Committee at the next appropriate meeting.  
 
 

 

 

The Education and Student Committee is asked to note the contents of the paper.  
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Research degree completion rates 

The Graduate School Committee considered the following items: 

i. research student completion rate analysis by cohort and data analysis of information 
held in RaP 

ii. proposed amendments to the University’s regulations on Doctoral Programmes and 
Masters Degrees by Research 

The Committee welcomed the cohort analysis, which would be considered at the next 
appropriate meeting of Senate, but noted that that the ESRC currently measured PhD 
submission rates over 4 years rather than completion rates and encouraged timely 
completion through its sanctions policy, which required institutions to achieve an overall 4 
year submission rate of 60%. Consideration of proposed amendments to the University’s 
regulations, particularly whether the maximum period of candidature meant the date by 
which the thesis should be submitted or the date by which it should be completed, was 
further discussed by the Committee in the light of current ESRC/RCUK expectations . The 
Committee agreed that School Board of Studies, or delegated sub-Committees, would be 
consulted on the following:  

• the minimum and maximum periods of candidature for full and part-time MPhil and 
PhD students  

• the date by which candidates are required to submit and the date by which they are 
required to complete 

• the outcomes of examination available to the examiners, including the time frames in 
which students may undertake further amendments  

 
The Graduate School Committee noted the data of staff usage of RaP and asked that 
Schools be provided with the names of the staff who had not accessed RaP. The Committee 
additionally noted the action plan recently agreed by ExCo and by Senate and agreed that 
meetings with academic members of the Committee would be arranged to discuss next 
steps to improve the visibility of doctoral projects on the web which was one of the actions 
on the plan. 

Research student CV and guidance for recording skills acquisition 

Following discussions at an earlier meeting of the Graduate School Committee, City’s 
academic CV had been adapted by colleagues in LEaD for use by the University’s research 
students to record their skills/competencies as they progressed. LEaD had additionally 
drafted some guidance notes for research students. The Committee agreed the template 
and also agreed that the CV be created in RaP for online use.  
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