
Journalism Online Chat session 

This Online Chat session is for applicants interested in studying our BA Journalism 

course. The session will be run by current students, giving you the opportunity to ask 

questions about your chosen course and life at City, University of London. As this is a 

typed chat group session, you will be able to see the answers to questions asked by 

other applicants. 

Thank you for joining us for today's Online Chat session. This session is for applicants to City's BA Journalism course. 

This session runs from 15:00-16:00 (GMT). This is an open chat session for you to ask any questions you have 

regarding the Journalism course and life at City, University of London. During the session we may also share videos, 

polls or documents relating to your course. 

To ask a question, please type it in the chat box. Your question will not post straight away- it will be sent to our 

Moderators who will type an answer back. Once their answer is complete, it will be published with your question. 

Please make sure you say which course you have applied to when you post your question. You are also welcome to 

post just saying hi and introducing yourself! 

Hi my name is Meg and I work in the Marketing team here at City. Looking forward to helping to answer your questions 

today! 

Hi! My name is Julia and I am a BA Journalism student, First Year. My favourite module is Politics and Current Affairs, as 

it is something I want to connect my future with. I am a member of the Politics Society, and the Girl Up Society, which 

works under the UN Foundation and aims at achieving gender equality. Apart from that, I am also thinking about 

becoming a book editor and working in the publishing industry. 

Hello! My name is Sam and I am studying BA Journalism and I am in my first year here at City. I am originally from 

Norfolk, East of England. So far, I have really enjoyed the Audio and Video Journalism modules of the course and we 

have had the opportunity to operate fantastic facilities. I love sports, and I am a member of the City Cricket team, and I 

have a strong interest outside of the course in going into sports journalism in the future. 

Hi, my name is Carl and I work in the marketing team here at City. Looking forward to all your questions today. 

Hello everybody:) my name is Giulia and I'm currently on my second year studying BA Journalism. Here at City, I 

particularly love the career service and the networking opportunities that our department offers, which gave me the 

chance to do work experiences at important publications, such as The Times, Press Association and Thomson Reuters. 

My favourite module at uni is Radio and Television because we gain real life experience of how a broadcasting 

programme works. Feel free to ask me any question you might have:) 

I want to know about the difference in journalism and mass comuincation with sociology? 

Do you do any practical work during the course that would be similar to an apprenticeship, like more practical work? 

I am coming to join City Journalim next year! I'm interested especially in sports journalism an politics. I'm interested 

to know what current students plan to do when they leave City? 
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What are the employment prospects for this course, considering, it is a highly competitive industry 

Is shorthand taught during the course and how many people are generally on a course 

What is the balance between Theoretical and Practical work in Journalism? 

Hello, I'm Dr Lindsey Blumell. A journalism lecturer at City, University of London 

I want to know about the difference in journalism and mass comuincation with sociology? 

So, what I can say it's that journalism is more practical while media and communication is more theoretical. the 

subjects studied are different as well. I recommend to have a look at both pages to make a comparison: 

https://www.city.ac.uk/arts-social-sciences/journalism https://www.city.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/media

communication-sociology 

Department of Journalism 

Journalism courses at City give you the skills, principles and techniques needed for a journalism career in both 

traditional and new media. As a City journalism graduate, you will join a 5,000-strong alumni network worldwide 

that includes newspaper editors, broadcast anchors, data journalists and on line community managers. 

Media, Communication and Sociology 

In this course we will familiarise you with the major theoretical perspectives in Sociology and specific current issues 

and debates. The media studies part of the degree provides an invaluable understanding of the expanding role of 

the media in contemporary society. 

Do you do any practical work during the course that would be similar to an apprenticeship, like more practical work? 

During the course we have both academic and practical work. When it comes to the more practical work, we have 

classes such as Video and Audio Journalism during which we record TV Programmes and pod casts. It also involves 

filming news packages or videos for digital media. Apart from that we have classes such as Reporting and Writing 

which require having interviews for your articles! 

Hey everyone! I am going to (or at least hoping to) study Journalism at City in September. 
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Hi,  if also like to study journalism in September 

Hi Sam, could you tell me more about the video and audio modules? 

Hi,  I was wondering what sort of options theve are in the journalism course for tho 

what lectures would we be having in our first year studyingjournalism? 

Hi! I intend to study Journalism in the 2019 class. I understand that this course has a heavy emphasis on 

coursework. How does this manifest? Would it be something like writing an article, for example? 

What happens if you missed your interview with City. 

Hello!  I am planning to study journalism at City. I want to ask the students what did they find most difficult in their 

first year? Any advice? 

With a Journalism degree will I be able to do a masters degree in sociology or politics? Also will I possibly be able to go 

into work for the civil service or policy research? 

Hi Sam, could you tell me more about the video and audio modules? 

I teach on those modules. We teach students how to be TV and radio reporters and producers. We also teach how to 

produce TV/radio for social media. We bring in highly experienced professionals for the courses. Students will 

ultimately get a chance to use our studios to produce their own news bulletins. 

Hi,nI was wondering what sort of options th eve are in the journalism course for tho 

Hi , there are a wide range of modules available for study throughout the course. In first year you will cover 

compulsory modules such as Audio and Video Journalism, Politics and Current Affairs, Reporting and Writing etc. In 

the second and third years you can study more modules such as data journalism, sports journalism, shorthand and 

many more! You can also do a placement or year abroad in this course. 

Hi I am coming to join City Journalim next year! I'm interested especially in sports journalism an politics. I'm 

interested to know what current students plan to do when they leave City? 

Nice to meet you! Different students have different plans. Personally, I want to work for a year in politics or 

publishing sector. And later do my Master's in Politics. When it comes to my friends, they have various ideas. Some 

involve being a journalist, working for newspapers or freelance. Others think about TV and radio. Some are also 

interested in further studies and doing their Master's in a specific area of journalism:) 



What are the employment prospects for this course, considering, it is a highly competitive industry 

Students are encouraged to develop their practical skills through work experience and student journalism at City. 

Students can also choose to spend their third year undertaking a work placement or period of work. For example, 

during my time here at City I have been able to undertake work experience at The Times, PA Thomson reuters and I 

will go to Sky News in the summer! So we are constantly encouraged to look for work experiences in what we like! 

What happens if you missed your interview with City. 

If you have missed your interview then please contact David.Buckley.2@city.ac.uk to rearrange. 

what lectures would we be having in our first year studying journalism? 

We offer an array of different classes for students in their first year. They take courses on British Media, History of 

Journalism, Intro to Audio and Video, Print and Online, and a language course of their choosing. 

I intend to study Journalism in the 2019 class. I understand that this course has a heavy emphasis on coursework. 

How does this manifest? Would it be something like writing an article, for example? 

Yes, some of the coursework involves writing articles and features - for example in Reporting and Writing Module we 

have to produce a long news feature this term (1500 words). Other types of coursework include news videos, 

podcasts, and academic essays. 

With a Journalism degree will I be able to do a masters degree in sociology or politics? Also will I possibly be able to 

go into work for the civil service or policy research? 

Yes you could go on to do masters in sociology and politics. We have current masters students who have done just 

that. In theory you could also go into these fields of work as well however I would recommend doing some research for 

this. 

Hi I was wondering what opportunities there will be in terms of work experience? 

Students are encouraged to develop their practical skills through work experience and student journalism at City. 

Students can also choose to spend their third year undertaking a work placement or period of work. 

Recent work experience and internships offered to our students include: 

Sky News 

Sky Sports 

The Times 

Reuters 

The Telegraph 

The Mail Online 

Men's Health Magazine 

Prospect Magazine 

New York Times summer internships 

are there any end of year exams or is just just practical work? 

Yes, we have various different assessments at our university. Included are some exams. 

Is shorthand taught during the course and how many people are generally on a course 

Right now, we have an option of learning shorthand during your second year. When it comes to the number of 

people on the course, it is around 70. 



For the current students: what has been to most surprising part of the journalism course? (Positive & negative) 

For me, the most surprising part of the course in a positive way is that I have been able to operate equipment and 

access TV and Radio studios from the moment I started the course. On the other hand, the more negative side that I 

found surprising was how tough it can be to interview people sometimes, but this is a skill they have helped us 

develop. 

To get into the university will there be an interview? 

I t  all depends on your application. Once you have applied we may feel that it would be appropriate to find out more 

and then would notify you of an interview. 

Hello!  I am planning to study journalism at City. I want to ask the students what did they find most difficult in their 

first year? Any advice? 

Hello! Personally for me as I'm from Italy one of the most difficult thing as international student was adapting my 

"scholastic" English to the journalistic one. But I quickly solved the problem by attending one of the free English 

courses that City offers for international students and in a month I was already feeling 100 per cent more confident 

Hi! plan on studying journalism here next year. Is fashion journalism an option after this BA course? 

City doesn't currently offer a masters in Fashion Journalism, but the BA course has an elective in 3rd year called: 

"Fashion and lifestyle reporting" 

Hi,  I have a question about the course. How many teaching hours are in a week? 

I am in my first year and at the moment I have about 12 teaching hours a week. They are spread out across 4 days of 

the week, but this can vary in the second and third year- depending on what modules people do. 

does university hold a study abroad programme? 

Study abroad The department has partnerships with many international institutions and you may have the 

opportunity to spend your third year studying abroad. We have strong links with Universities such as: 

•Sciences Po, France

•Danish School of Media and Journalism, Denmark

•Hogeschool Utrecht in the Netherlands

•Hong Kong Baptist University, Hong Kong

•University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA

•Ryerson University, Canada

,Seoul National University, South Korea 

•Koc;: University, Turkey

•Northeastern University, USA

•RMIT, Australia

•University of Queensland, Australia

•Queensland University ofTechnology, Australia

•University ofTechnology, Sydney, Australia

Please note these partnerships and their programmes may be subject to change. 



the modules or the topics covered in this course 

You can find all module information on our course page: https://www.city.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/journalism 

Journalism Undergraduate 

Find out more about City's Journalism BA (Hons) degree, which provides highly relevant education and proficiency 

in print, broadcast and on line journalism and relevant studies in humanities such as politics and the history of 

journalism. 

What is the balance between Theoretical and Practical work in Journalism? 

We have classes such as British Media History of Journalism, Politics and Current Affairs, which are mostly theoretical 

studies. Practical work is required in modules such as Digital Journalism or Audio and Video Journalism during which 

you record podcasts, news packages, TV programmes. 

Applying for journalism in 2019, I'd like to know how focussed the course is on media journalism vs written 

There is a fairly even balance in the first year of the course - I have done extremely practical modules such as Audio 

and Video Journalism, but also much more academic modules such as Politics and Current Affairs and History of 

Journalism. In the second and third year, depending on what other modules you choose, this can vary. 

can i know about sandwich year? 

Between their 2nd and 3rd years at City, students are able to go on a study abroad or work experience for a year. See 

the link for more details: 

https://www.city.ac.uk/international/exchange-and-study-abroad/study-abroad-programme 

City Study Abroad Programme 

Find out everything you need to know about studying as an International student at City, University of London with 

our Study Abroad Programme. 

Hi, I was wondering what sort of photojournalism options or modules are available in the Journalism course 

Hello :) in second year you can choose visual journalism as elective module which is basically photography. you will 

learn all the photojournalism skills and will be able to produce a portfolio at the end of the module which will have a 

journalistic storytelling. Furthermore, you will learn how to use Photoshop and do a work experience in the sector, 

which is really relevant. Then, in third year, you can go on and study advanced photojournalism. 
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Which exactly are the modules we can choose from? 

Hi, please check out our course page which lists all the modules in the module section 

https://www.city.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/journalism 

Journalism Undergraduate 

Find out more about City's Journalism BA (Hons) degree, which provides highly relevant education and proficiency 

in print, broadcast and on line journalism and relevant studies in humanities such as politics and the history of 

journalism. 

for studying are there e books or paper ones? 

We offer on line sources, but some students like paper copies. 

How are things financially as a student in London ? 

 London is definitely not a cheap city, but there are many options to make it easier for students. There are many on-

campus jobs, which allow you to, for example work, as a Student Ambassador. Apart from that, we have City Careers 

which help you in finding jobs or internships in the sector of your interest. They can also help you with your CV. 

Additionally, you can work part-time, which many student choose to do - in retail, hospitality, etc. 

To get into the university will there be an interview? 

are there any end of year exams or is just just practical work? 

For the current students: what has been to most surprising part of the journalism course? (Positive & negative) 

Hi,  I was wondering what sort of photojournalism options or modules are available in the Journalism course 

what all will be included in journalism? 

Hi I was wondering what opportunities there will be in terms of work experience? 

Hi I plan on studying journalism here next year. Is fashion journalism an option after this BA course? 

I have seen that you have already chosen some areas of Journalism. How exactly does this happen and when? And 

what should we expect from this? 
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can i know about sandwich year? 

Hi, I have a question about the course. How many teaching hours are in a week? 

does university hold a study abroad programme? 

Hiya , applying for journalism in 2019, I'd like to know how focussed the course is on media journalism vs written 

the modules or the topics covered in this course 

With a journalism degree, would I be able to head into the Geographical sector of Journalism as it is my current area of 

interest, or will I require further study in a different course. 

I couldn't make the interview day last month and was wondering if I still have a chance to study here? thank you 

I still haven't received any messages for a selection day even thought I've checked my UCAS track, as well as emailing 

the course officer. 

How are things financially as a student in London ? 

What date will classes actually begin this fall 2019? 

Is finding a part time job difficult? 

Is there a set schedule for the classes? Or can you plan them in yourself (like they let you do in the US) 

Which exactly are the modules we can choose from? 

Do graduates immediately find work after graduating? How many months on average do they have to wait to find their 

first job? 

Am I correct in thinking there is a history of journalism module? 

for studying are there e books or paper ones? 





What financial grants are offered to first year students? 

Dear , you can find all the scholarships and bursaries available under this link: 

https://www.city.ac.uk/study/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries 

Scholarships and bursaries 

Funding support available for students studying at City, University of London. 

can i apply for scholarships? 

As an international student, what was the process like for finding accommodation? 

Here is some information: https://www.city.ac.uk/accommodation/undergraduate/international-and-exchange

students 

International & exchange students 

Student accommodation information for international & exchange students at City University London. 

How many lectures are there per week for the first year? 

There are about 12 contact hours a week, some which are lectures, some of which are seminars, workshops and 

tutorials. As for lectures, there are 2 hours of full class lectures each week at the moment. 

can i apply for scholarships? 

Dear , you can find all the scholarships and bursaries available under this link: 

https://www.city.ac.uk/study/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries 

Scholarships and bursaries 

Funding support available for students studying at City, University of London. 







City, University of London: Journalism Facilities 

https://youtu. be/8rM00PNYcTc 

I am also an international student and I was wondering if there was a different application process for international 

students? 

No there are no differences. The only slightly different thing might be the interview assessment might be scheduled 

via skype instead of attending it in person here 

Will all of your classes (in the first year especially) be with all the same students? 

You may be subdivided into different smaller groups for certain seminars, but overall you will have the same cohort 

throughout the year. 

what's one thing an applicant can do to prepare themselves for the Journalism course? 

what Does the campus offer in terms of study areas, I'm studying overseas right now and haven't had to opportunity 

to see the campus 

There are so many student spaces around campus. Check out our campus tour playlist: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-fOTakP4gHbAMW5 FJSYfuqE2 2vb1Nw 

Campus Tours - VouTube 

Loading ... 

what is a average day like? 

Hi , it usually varies each day as one might expect, but my earliest start is 9:00am and my latest finish is 3:00pm. Some 

days are more academic- Tuesdays I have four hours of written modules. Some days are more practicalMondays I 

have three hours of practical modules. Most of the days can feel quite intense, but none are completely overwhelming 

and there is time to do other activities. 

What proportion of journalism students then go on to postgraduate study programmes? 
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Hi everybody! I am Carla and I am from Belgium. Next year I'm coming to Great Britain to study journalism and I am a 

bit afraid because English isn't my native language. Do you think it will be very difficult for me to adapt (for example in 

classes such as writing)? 

If I have received my unconditional offer from City (my school of preference) but I still need to hear back from another 

uni on UCAS, can I already accept my offer? 

Question for international students coming to study at city, how did you find it, how was the process of adjusting 

If I have received my unconditional offer from City (my school of preference) but I still need to hear back from 

another uni on UCAS, can I already accept my offer? 

Yes you can accept your offer-you may have to regret your other choices that haven't replied yet first. 

If I have received my unconditional offer from City (my school of preference) but I still need to hear back from 

another uni on UCAS, can I already accept my offer? 

reject* 

Also, I know that you can not study Fashion at City, but is there any chance that somebody might choose this as an 

elective module? 

Yes, there is an elective module in 3rd year. 

Hi everybody! I am from Belgium. Next year I'm coming to Great Britain to study journalism and I am a bit afraid 

because English isn't my native language. Do you think it will be very difficult for me to adapt (for example in classes 

such as writing)? 

Hello:) I'm Italian and English is not my first language either. At City, you will have the possibility to do an English for 

academic purposes course - for free! -which for me was really helpful especially for writing essays academically. You 

will get used to, it will not be a real issue, trust me:) 

Question for international students coming to study at city, how did you find it, how was the process of adjusting 

Being an international students does have its challenges because you need to adapt to a new culture. However, 

there are so many advantages of that! Exploring London, and UK, tasting the food, going to concerts! 

There are many international students on my course, from Pakistan as well, ans they enjoy it very much! 

I know about 50% of all students at city are international. Is the ratio about the same in the actual course? 

yeah, I would say so 

There are 10 minutes left of this chat session. Please post any further questions now. 






