
Actuarial Science CityChat session 2 

This CityChat session is for applicants interested in studying our Foundation Pathway 

and BSc Actuarial Science course. The session will be run by current students and 

academic staff, giving you the opportunity to ask questions about your chosen course 

and life at as a Cass student, societies and clubs, extra-curricular activities, free 

language classes, placement & study abroad and lots more. As this is a typed chat 

group session, you will be able to see the answers to your questions by other 

applicants. 
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Hi everyone! Welcome to our Actuarial Science CityChat! Today's session is for applicants interested in: 

BSc (Hons) Actuarial Science (G322 and G321) 

BSc (Hons) Actuarial Science with foundation year (G320) 

My name is Yetunde and I'm one of the Cass Undergraduate Admissions Officers - looking forward to answering your 

questions! :) 

Some of you will have already received offers whilst many of you will still be waiting for a decision on your application. 

Please be reassured that it'd totally normal to still be waiting on a decision at this time (although we appreciate how 

nerve wracking the wait can be!). 

If you applied by 15 January then we will aim to get a decision onto UCAS Track by 31 March (hopefully it will not take 

that long!), and if you applied after 15 January then we will aim to get a decision onto UCAS Track by 30 June 

(hopefully much earlier!). 

Hello, Welcome to the chat! My name is Uma. I am a final year actuarial science student at Cass Business School. I did 

a placement at UBS Asset Management after my second year and I was invited to come back after I finish my degree as 

an Investment analyst. While studying, I work part-time with Cass Academics as a Research Assistant and also with the 

Students' Union as an Academic representation Intern. I enjoy my time at City and I recently founded a start-up with 

other City students. 

Hello All! I'm David Smith and I'm the course director 

Hi everyone! My name is Jeremy, currently in 2nd year of Actuarial Science degree. I'm an international student from 

Malaysia. I am also a CityBuddies leader, where I help new students to settle into the hectic London life. 

Hello.And I have applied for a 3 year undergraduate course for Actuarial Science.My question is are there any 

scholarships for overseas students? 

Hello! My name is Zhuliyana, UK Marketing and Recruitment Officer at City. I am very happy to answer all questions 

you might have! 

hi ,how many students are usually there in one class? 
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hello everyone, i have applied for actuarial science and still waiting for an offer 

I am just wondering whether the city chat has begun because i cannot hear anything right now. 

Hello my name is Hema raj.And I have applied for a 3 year undergraduate course for Actuarial Science.My question is 

are there any scholarships for overseas students? 

Yes we do have scholarships available for International students. You can find more information about this at the link 

provided https://www.cass.city.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/application-and-funding/scholarships :) 

Undergraduate scholarships and loans I Cass Business School 

Undergraduate scholarships at Cass Business School including Coca-Cola Scholars Programme and Lord Mayor of 

London Scholarships for Academic Excellence. 

I am just wondering whether the city chat has begun because i cannot hear anything right now. 

This is an on line chat-you will not be able to hear anything. The idea is that you type your questions and we respond 

to them. 

hi ,how many students are usually there in one class? 

Most classes involve all students so it depends on the size of the year. Usually between 65-85 students. For 

computing you are in labs of between 20-30 people and there are optional exercise classes where attendance is lower 

and we have more than one person taking questions 

How many hours a week would the classes typically be? 

City, University of London: Sidharth Deepchand, 

BSc (Hons) Actuarial Science 

https://youtu. be/ej RiVqJ_0zs 

BSc (Hons) 
Actuarial 
Science 
Sidharth Deepchand 
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hello everyone, i have applied for actuarial science and still waiting for an offer 

Hello Aryyan! If you are still awaiting a decision from us, please rest assured as this is normal that some of you would 

not have had a decision yet. We aim to get a decision onto UCAS Track by 31st March:) 

How are the exam exemptions that the course offers, affected by the change in curriculum by the ifoa? 

how hectic is the timetable for actuarial science? 

How many hours a week would the classes typically be? 

It depends on the year and how many optional classes you attend. In the first year there are 24 scheduled hours a 

week in the second year there are probably around 21 and in the third year 18. However, in the second and third year 

there are electives which take place in different terms and so your actual hours will depend on the electives you take 

When it comes to industrial placement, how much hours a week is it? 

How are the exam exemptions that the course offers, affected by the change in curriculum by the ifoa? 

When you start on the degree we will be teaching the new syllabus i.e. CMl, CM2, CSl, CS2, CBl and CB2. This will not 

affect the actual teaching that much until the third year when there are some new topics replacing old topics 

Do you get a chance to do internship while you are studying 

When it comes to industrial placement, how much hours a week is it? 

The placement is a job so the hours are office hours. If you work in an actuarial office then you will probably be doing 

35-39 hours a week but if you end up in investment then the hours may be longer (though the pay should be higher)

how hectic is the timetable for actuarial science? 

It depends on what year you are. During the first year there are 24 hrs in week for lectures and tutorials, 22hrs for 

second year and 18hrs for final year. The course requires several hours of home study, specially during the final 

year, but there is plenty of support around 

When it comes to industrial placement, how much hours a week is it? 

working hours for placement is typically 35-40 hours a week. You will not have to take any university exams during 

your placement. 

Is it better for us to finish professional papers while doing our degree or after? 
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how hectic is the timetable for actuarial science? 

I would say it really depends on how your time management is, some people may find the course difficult, others may 

find it the other way. In terms of free time, you probably still get a lot of them but there are coursework to be 

submitted so bear that in mind. 

Hello. My name is Purna. Do you get a chance to do internship while you are studying 

Yes there are placement opportunities between the second and third year. We have a placements team that will help 

you secure a position. Alternatively, many of our students do an internship during the summer vacation between their 

second and third years. We also have micro-placements in the summer of the first year 

Thank you. What is the process to get exemptions. Is there a cut off limit for the exams. 

Hello. Do you get a chance to do internship while you are studying There are plenty of 

opportunities for Summer internships, specially after your second year. 

Is it compulsory for undergrads to stay on campus? 

Hello. Do you get a chance to do internship while you are studying 

, yes you do. In fact City has a careers team which would provide support, e.g. mock interviews, career fairs. 

Is it better for us to finish professional papers while doing our degree or after? 

If you think you want to be an actuary then doing an actuarial science degree which gives you exemptions would 

make your life easier as you will commence work having completed just under half of the subjects. You will still need to 

complete the later exams after graduation 

Thank you. What is the process to get exemptions. Is there a cut off limit for the exams. 

It depends on the exams, it is between 60-65% per exam, and an overall of 65% over all exams for 

accreditation 

I have taken A levels and in my predicted grades I got an A in maths and physics and an A in further maths and 

economics.But the marks I have obtained are an A in further maths and an A in physics, maths and economics.ls it still 

possible to get an unconditional offer 
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Is it compulsory for undergrads to stay on campus? 

If you mean to live on campus, the answer is no. You are free to arrange your own accommodation if that is your 

choice. Should you wish to consider our accommodation options you might this web page useful. 

https://www.city.ac.uk/accommodation/undergraduate 

Undergraduate student accommodation 

City, University of London undergraduate students can apply for a place in our modern halls of residence or get help 

with finding private accommodation in London . 

can we give the actuary exams along side our study or is it after our degree has been completed? 

Before starting the course, what skills would you advise we learn/materials we read? For example, are there any 

specific books that would give us a headstart or any software that would make our lives easier if we understood 

beforehand? Thanks 

what if we are under 18 at the beginning of the course? 

can we give the actuary exams along side our study or is it after our degree has been completed? 

While you are studying the degree you are in effect studying the early core principles subjects i.e. CMl, CM2, CSl, CS2, 

CBI, CB2. It is not advisable to try to add additional exams as the later exams build on the core principles 

I have taken A levels and in my predicted grades I got an A in maths and physics and an A in further maths and 

economics.But the marks I have obtained are an A in further maths and an A in physics, maths and economics.ls it 

still possible to get an unconditional offer 

Hello , yes you'll still obtain an offer with those grades. :) 



Before starting the course, what skills would you advise we learn/materials we read? For example, are there any 

specific books that would give us a headstart or any software that would make our lives easier if we understood 

beforehand? Thanks 

Hi , some computer skills would be a plus - specially Excel. I would suggest going on the Institute and Faculty of 

Actuaries. https://www.actuaries.org.uk/. Communication skills is also a plus. 

Institute and Faculty of Actuaries I 

The Institute and Faculty of Actuaries (IFoA) is the UK's only chartered professional body dedicated to educating, 

developing and regulating actuaries based both in the UK and internationally. 

lnst�tute 

andl Facul· 

of Actuari 

Before starting the course, what skills would you advise we learn/materials we read? For example, are there any 

specific books that would give us a headstart or any software that would make our lives easier if we understood 

beforehand? Thanks 

It also depends on whether you have studied Economics before. If you haven't I would recommend reading an A-level 

book before starting (although we do assume that you haven't when you start) 

City, University of London: Undergraduate 

Accommodation 

https://youtu. be/iT36saZzpxw 

what if we are under 18 at the beginning of the course? 

Hello , for applicants who are under the age 18 at the start of the course, we normally get in contact with you and 

ask you to provide contact details for 2 parent/guardians who will be responsible for you whilst you are studying 

here. 
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Hi , I have applied for a four year course in actuary.l just wanted to know about the life experience of living in 

London as an international student. I will also like to have clarity on the free language extra lessons,what are they 

all about. 

Hello! All students at City are eligible to apply for a language course. The courses are designed to develop and 

improve your language competencies from beginner level up to advanced. 

Information about the courses: 

Arabic and Mandarin are taught at Beginner level 

French, German, Spanish are taught at Beginner, Lower & Upper Intermediate and Advanced levels 

Four skills are trained and developed: speaking, listening, reading and writing comprehension 

The studied topics are related to the world of day-to-day life of the target country 

Work on language structure to be able to do presentations, orally or in a written format 

Cultural knowledge related to the target language 

so if we are supposed to give the exams after the degree , are we allowed to come back to the university to clarify any 

doubts? 

There are two ways that people get the later exams. The main way is whilst working when you will be given study 

days and a study package (e.g. materials, tutorials) to help gain the exams. Most people would use their work network 

to clarify any doubts that they have although students have been known to e-mail lecturers. Alternatively, you can get 

some of the later exams if you study the MSc Actuarial Management 

Hi ,I have applied for a four year course in actuary.I just wanted to know about the life experience of living in 

London as an international student. I will also like to have clarity on the free language extra lessons,what are they 

all about. 

Life in London is exciting and fast-paced. It is also very multi-cultural, you will hear people speaking different 

languages everywhere you go. Living in London can also be a bit expensive, but overall it is a great experience! 

I have taken A levels and in my predicted grades I got an A in maths and physics and an A in further maths and 

economics.But the marks I have obtained are an A in further maths and an A in physics, maths and economics.ls it 

still possible to get an unconditional offer 

please note we don't offer unconditional offers for pending qualifications. 

Is there any opportunity to do research work. Is there any thesis to be submited 

There is a third year project on a topic of your choosing. The word count is 8000 words 

I had actually meant an A"* in further maths and not maths. but anyways thank you very much . 

so if we are supposed to give the exams after the degree , are we allowed to come back to the university to clarify any 

doubts? 

Is there any opportunity to do research work. Is there any thesis to be submited 

Hi ,I have applied for a four year course in actuary.I just wanted to know about the life experience of living in 

London as an international student. I will also like to have clarity on the free language extra lessons,what are they 

all about. 
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Do you have any other questions? We are happy to answer any of them. Please feel free to post them in the chat! 

Hi ,I have applied for a four year course in actuary.I just wanted to know about the life experience of living in 

London as an international student. I will also like to have clarity on the free language extra lessons,what are they 

all about. 

where are you from? I'm an international student too. I enjoy London very much but it depends whether you 

prefer a quieter place, if you don't, this is probably the best place to be. 

Prior to the language lessons, I realise you mentioned other languages apart from engliEn,does that mean you do not 

offer it? 

Do you recommend reading any books before starting the BSc Actuarial science course . 

Hello Jeremy,1 am also a Malaysian.I want to know whether there are any scholarships available at home or the UK for 

students who have not done SPM 

Is there an opportunity to study any other related or unrelated courses along with Actuarial Science, on campus? 

Hi, I am an international student from Malaysia applying for a four year course. Is it difficult to find a part-time job 

while studying? 

City, University of London: Cass Business School 

tour 

https://youtu. be/ A8T57p5VyM U 

When I first joined City, I was told about CityBuddies. It's a mentoring scheme where someone from your course who is 

studying in the 2nd or 3rd year provides you insights of the course and help you settle in. 

Do you recommend reading any books before starting the BSc Actuarial science course. 

It depends on your background. Although we teach all subjects from first principles reading A-level books on 

Economics or Statistics is good for students who haven't studied these areas at A-level 
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On a normal basis, how much would a part-timer be paid? 

Is there an opportunity to study any other related or unrelated courses along with Actuarial Science, on campus? 

The actuarial science degree is demanding so you won't have a lot of free time to study other courses. However, we 

are introducing new degrees in Finance with Actuarial Science and also Data Analytics and Actuarial Science which will 

allow you to take more modules in finance or data analytics rather than some of the actuarial subjects 

we are supposed to give the papers after our degree, so are we supposed to give them in our own country or staying in 

uk ? 

Prior to the language lessons, 1 realise you mentioned other languages apart from engliEn,does that mean you do not 

offer it? 

We have a scheme called English for Academic Purposes which is currently available to SASS students. I am not 

entirely sure whether you can use it bearing in mind you will be a CASS student. The best thing is to email 

eap@city.ac.uk and ask our colleagues directly whether you will be able to benefit from the scheme. 

Hi, I am an international student from Malaysia applying for a four year course. Is it difficult to find a part-time job 

while studying? 

No it is not difficult at all to have a part time job. i am an International student as well and I have been working 

many part time jobs since my second year. There are opportunities to find jobs on campus here: 

https://www.unitemps.com/ - which is gives you a list of jobs you take. You can work up to 20 hrs per week as an 

International student during term time 

Unitemps - The Intelligent Staffing Solution I unitemps.com 

Unitemps is the University owned temporary staffing service providing job opportunities on campus and with local 

commercial businesses for students, recent graduates and people from the local community. 

www.unitemps.com 

Hi, I am an international student from Malaysia applying for a four year course. Is it difficult to find a part-time job 

while studying? 

It shouldn't be too hard to get a part-time job in shops, cafes, etc. Your student visa allows you to work up to 20 hours 

a week though we recommend you work no more than 10. However, it is hard to get a part-time job in a related 

financial area 



Hello Jeremy,1 am also a Malaysian.I want to know whether there are any scholarships available at home or the UK 

for students who have not done 5PM 

Hi , I believe there are many scholarships available at home, many of my coursemates are studying under a 

scholarship from Malaysia. Perhaps you should look for private scholarships instead of government scholarships since 

you have not completed 5PM. For more information on the scholarships offered by City, please click on the link. 

https://www .city.ac. u k/stu dy/f ees-a n d-f u nd in g/sch ola rsh i ps-a nd-b u rsa ri es 

Scholarships and bursaries 

Funding support available for students studying at City, University of London. 

On a normal basis, how much would a part-timer be paid? 

The London Living Wage is currently £10.55 per hour. This covers all boroughs in Greater London. The UK Living Wage 

for outside of London is currently £9.00 per hour. 

we are supposed to give the papers after our degree, so are we supposed to give them in our own country or staying 

in uk ? 

The IFoA has exam centres around the world for students to take the exams 

Is it compulsory for students to find their own accomodations after their first year outside the campus? 

Would any support be provided for initial settling in the area? Like opening bank accounts or other documentation 

work? 

This is extraordinary calling 

https://youtu. be/U2eX9n F7rm E 

Hi, I am an international student from Malaysia applying for a four year course. Is it difficult to find a part-time job 

while studying? 

Hi , I'm from Malaysia too, I have worked multiple part time jobs and it's not something to worry about. 
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Would any support be provided for initial settling in the area? Like opening bank accounts or other documentation 

work? 

Hello! We have a scheme on campus called CityBuddies. CityBuddies matches you with a current student on your 

course to help you settle in during the first months of university. 

Your CityBuddy will be there to guide you around the University, show you all the activities that City has to offer and 

give you a valuable insight into studying on your course. 

https://www.city.ac.uk/careers/city-opportunities/citybuddies 

CityBuddies 

CityBuddies matches new undergraduate students with continuing undergraduate students at City to help them 

settle in. 

Are company visits/ industrial visits/ educational tours a part of the course? 

Is it compulsory for students to find their own accomodations after their first year outside the campus? 

We don't have a traditional campus as such. In the first year you will be in halls of residence which are geographically 

close to the university but we are in central London so there is no large green campus. It is possible to get a place in 

halls in the second year though they are not guaranteed. However, most students in the second year want to get their 

own flat with the friends they have made and see it as part of the university experience 

Are company visits/ industrial visits/ educational tours a part of the course? 

Yes, we do, I've recently visited Lloyd's of London, Bank of England and Staple's Inn, the home of the actuarial 

profession. 

Are company visits/ industrial visits/ educational tours a part of the course? 

One of our second year modules involves trips to Lloyd's of London, the Bank of England and Staple Inn. It is hard to 

get company visits as there are usually 70+ students in the second year and companies are not set up for th at many 

visitors. We do have company representatives come in to the university and give presentations 

Would any support be provided for initial settling in the area? Like opening bank accounts or other documentation 

work? 

In terms of bank accounts, we have a Santander branch on campus as well so you might want to go to the branch and 

the lovely assistants will explain how you can open an account. I did that when I started university and it was very 

easy! 

Hi, I did a placement after my second year at a firm in London, so if you have any questions about how to apply to 

placement and what it is like to work full time between your second and final year, let me know! 

Can the student live in the residence hall during the breaks . 
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Yes, halls of residence contracts are continuous and so you rent your room over the breaks as well 

There is 15 minutes left for today's CityChat! Please ask any questions now so that we have time to answer them :) 

Hi Umadevi, yes I would like to know the process of it! 

Would any support be provided for initial settling in the area? Like opening bank accounts or other documentation 

work? 

Hi , yes we do! If you sign up for the CityBuddies scheme, a mentor will be assigned to you and would provide any 

information you need regarding those questions. For more information, please refer to the link below. 

https://www.city.ac.uk/careers/city-opportunities/citybuddies 

CityBuddies 

CityBuddies matches new undergraduate students with continuing undergraduate students at City to help them 

settle in. 

Are there any university associations or clubs to join for extra-curricular activities and leadership opportunities? 

what are we supposed to do from june to september ? 

Hello everyone! Just to let you know for those who are interested in study abroad and placement opportunities, we 

have arranged two separate chats which you can attend 

Cass Business School Placements and Study Abroad CityChat session 1: Monday 25th March 2019 (16:30 - 17:30 GMT) -

link to register https://meetandengage.com/cityuniversityoflondon#event-r6h5m0r4t 

Cass Business School Placements and Study Abroad CityChat session 2: Wednesday 27th March 2019 (10:00-11:00 

GMT} - link to register https://meetandengage.com/cityuniversityoflondon#event-t3m5m0r4t 

CityChat Undergraduate 

Welcome to CityChat, City, University of London's chat page; where you can chat live to our teams to find out more 

about undergraduate study with us. Our commitment to academic excellence, focus on business and the 

professions, and central London location, are just some of the reasons for studying at City. 



Hi Umadevi, yes I would like to know the process of it! 

Hi , You would normally start applying to companies at the beginning of your second year ( OctoberDecember). The 

application process varies depending on the companies and sectors. The first steps if normally standard, where you 

have to submit your CVs and cover letter - and answer some essay type questions, then you would have a telephone 

interview and the final step if normally a day-long assessment centre with multiple interviews and group activities 

and presentations. 

what are we supposed to do from june to september ? 

Most of our international students go back to their countries or find an internship they can complete during the 

summer so the choice is yours. 

Are there any university associations or clubs to join for extra-curricular activities and leadership opportunities? 

Yes, we do, a lot of them actually. There's an Indian society, which I believe would help when you are feeling 

homesick. 

https://www.citystudents.co.uk/getinvolved/societies/ 

Societies 

Aside from Economics and Statistics, how important is Accounting for the course? 

How difficult or probable is it to get a UK citizenship or long-term work permit after completion of the course? 

Are there any university associations or clubs to join for extra-curricular activities and leadership opportunities? 

Hi , in terms of leadership opportunities, the Students' Union have a leadership conference and a Leadership 

Academy that you can join. They offer free training on public speaking and many other topics. 

Aside from Economics and Statistics, how important is Accounting for the course? 

It is not very important. We need to be able to interpret accounts to make investment decisions and we also need to 

know how our decisions in the funding of pension schemes affects the accounts of a company but you only spend one 

term studying pure accountancy on the course 

Will the working experience between the second and final year be very different from what we've been studying in the 

university? 










