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1.  Title of project: 

 

Taking Eva Park into the Wild: Developing Impact from a Technological Aphasia Research Project  

mailto:s.m.wilson@city.ac.uk
mailto:j.marshall@city.ac.uk


2.  Describe the project and how it meets the criteria for the competition (1-side A4): 

 

We are aiming to develop impact from the multidisciplinary Eva research project, which was funded by 

the Stroke Association. The main impact beneficiaries will be stroke survivors with aphasia (a language 

impairment affecting about 350,000 people in the UK) and speech and language therapists. The Eva project 

developed an online, virtual island, where people with aphasia can interact with each other and with trained 

support workers.  The island, named Eva Park, contains a range of simulated locations including houses, a café, 

and a disco. Users are represented by personalised avatars, and interact through speech. We used an 

experimental trial to explore the accessibility of Eva Park and whether it enhanced communication skills.  

Twenty people with aphasia had five weeks access to Eva Park in which they carried out goal directed 

communication assignments, conversed and explored the playful opportunities of the island.  Our early findings 

show unequivocally positive reactions from the participants and their immediate carers, and some significant 

benefits for communication.  

This impact proposal aims to: raise awareness about Eva among stroke survivors and speech and 

language therapists (SLTs); enable SLTs to integrate Eva Park into their services; work with a relevant third 

sector organisation in order to set up a continuing Eva service for stroke survivors, influence inclusive design 

practices in the IT community and gain media coverage about Eva Park. The collection of evidence to 

corroborate impact is a strength of our proposal.  As a result this project will lay the foundation for an 

exceptionally strong impact case study for the next REF.   The impact activities are outlined below. 

On Line Dissemination: We will set up a dissemination website about Eva.  This will be accessible to 

people with aphasia, and of interest to all stakeholders, including stroke survivors, their carers, SLTs and 

relevant voluntary organisations. The site will demonstrate Eva Park through video clips and images, show 

results from our current project, provide training materials for SLTs, and display a short, professionally made 

dissemination film, which is currently being developed. We will also employ social media, such as Twitter, 

Facebook and a video blog.  The web resources will collect data that can be used to evidence impact, such as 

number of hits, downloads of materials, re-tweets, blog contributions and video viewings. 

Running an Eva Park road show for stroke survivors: The impact worker will visit stroke groups in 

London and the South East to demonstrate Eva Park and disseminate project findings. Fifteen visits, reaching at 

least 300 stroke survivors, are envisaged.  We will also run five online Eva Park open days for stroke survivors 

across the UK.  During these days the island will be populated by four trained support workers, and will host 

virtual events, such as group discussions, a meal in the restaurant, and dancing.  

Running an Eva Park road show for SLTs:  Visits to at least ten SLT teams across London will 

discuss the findings of our project and give practitioners the opportunity to experience Eva Park. We will also 

use these visits to canvass clinicians’ views about a continuing Eva Park service (see below). In addition, we 

will develop an on line training session for SLTs, accessed through the website.  This will reach a wider national 

and potentially international group of therapists.  It will introduce Eva Park, demonstrate navigation methods 

and discuss the communication opportunities of the island. Follow up ‘taster sessions’ will enable therapists to 

interact with a person with aphasia in Eva Park. The website will provide associated written training materials. 

Developing a continuing Eva Park service for stroke survivors:  Discussions have already begun 

with the Stroke Association towards this aim.  We have proposed a service model in which they will host Eva 

Park, provide on-going technical support, populate the island with volunteer support workers and enrol users. 

We are also exploring alternative options, including crowd sourced funding. The impact project will enable us to 

pursue these options further, demonstrate the likely take up from the stroke community, embed the views of 

SLTs in the design of the service and gain media coverage that will support fundraising efforts (see below). We 

will also be able to develop materials that will support a continuing service, such as a training manual for 

volunteer Eva Park support workers and a technical maintenance manual.  

Influencing inclusive design practices: We will develop accessibility guidelines for designers of 

technology, which will outline the needs of people with aphasia and present techniques for meeting those needs. 

These will be disseminated via our website and at events for the technology community, such as Digital 

Shoreditch.  The project has already been shortlisted for the Tech4Good competition 

(http://www.tech4goodawards.com/) showing that this community is attracted by the work.   

Gaining media coverage for Eva Park: Working with the communication officers of our two Schools 

we will target specialist (SLT and IT) and mainstream outlets, e.g. via press releases, opportunities to visit Eva 

Park on line and interviews with users. We will recruit volunteer media champions from our current participant 

group to ensure that media coverage reflects the perspectives of people with aphasia. 

 

http://www.tech4goodawards.com/


3. Describe the outcomes of the project by which its success may be judged (half side): 

 

We will monitor hits and downloads on the Eva dissemination website.  We will seek evidence of use by all 

relevant stakeholder groups (stroke survivors, carers, SLTs and representatives from third sector organisations), 

e.g. via blog contributions. 

 

We aim to show that at least 300 stroke survivors are reached by Eva road show activities.  Evidence will be 

gathered through attendance numbers at stroke club visits and participation data from Eva Park open days. 

 

We aim to show that at least 50 SLTs are reached by the professional road show and training activities. Evidence 

will be gathered through attendance at SLT team visits, downloads of the on line training materials and 

attendance at taster sessions. 

 

We will gain evidence that Eva dissemination and training is positively received by both stroke survivors and 

professionals; this will be provided by written feedback collected during road show and training events and via 

the website. 

 

A key outcome will be the establishment of an ongoing Eva service by the end date of the impact project; we 

will ensure that ongoing data collection is intrinsic to this service; for example this will record the number of 

users and their response to the service.  Thus we will be provided with continuing data about the uptake of Eva 

in the wild. 

 

We will target the achievement of at least five specialist and/or mainstream media reports on Eva. 

 

 

4. Amount requested: 

 

Impact project worker (SLT) Grade 6.34 (salary £35,256 FTE);  

1.10.2015 – 20.3.2015 @.4 with on costs     £ 8506.00 

 

70 hours tech support (Grade 7.4, £32.85 with on costs)     £ 2299.50 

 

Support workers for taster sessions  

(4 workers employed for 10 hours @ grade 2.13  

£14.90 per hour with on costs)      £  596.00 

 

Travel to stroke groups and SLT teams: 25 visits at £10 per visit:    £  250.00 

 

Dreamland Metaverse Fees (@ £40 per month)     £  240.00 

This is the host on line platform for Eva Park 

 

Total         £11891.00 

 

 

 

5. Start date anticipated (the project must be completed by the end of June 2016): 

 

1
st
 October 2015 

 

6.  I agree to present this at the Competition on 4 June 2015: 

 

 

 
 

Approved on behalf of School by Associate Dean for Research (signature): 

 

 


