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MODULE SUMMARY 

 

Module outline and aims 

 

This module focuses on the development of social theory in the nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries.  The overall objective of this course is to enhance your ability to think theoretically.  

The module introduces some of the principal research strategies, conceptual tools, and 

theoretical frameworks available within classical and early modern social theory.  After outlining 

key approaches that are commonly used to organise sociological knowledge, the module 

examines how different research strategies, conceptual tools, and theoretical frameworks have 

changed over time, particularly in the first half of the twentieth century.  Furthermore, we 

explore how modern social theorists have developed new and, in some cases, increasingly 

sophisticated conceptual tools for the critical analysis of social order, social reproduction, and 

social transformation.  The module concludes with an account and assessment of the state of 

social theory in the mid-twentieth century and the relevance of classical sociological thought to 

contemporary issues in the humanities and social sciences. 

 

Content outline 

 



 

- To introduce you to a range of debates and controversies in nineteenth-century and 
early-twentieth century social theory. 

- To provide you with a comprehensive introduction to major currents in classical and 
early modern social theory. 

- To demonstrate the impact of classical social theory – particularly in terms of the 
influence of Marxian, Weberian, and Durkheimian thought – on contemporary 
sociology. 

- To examine the significance of classical approaches in social theory for explaining 
the possibility of social order, social reproduction, and social transformation. 

- To develop your understanding of the connections between theoretical and empirical 
concerns in sociology. 
 

 

 

WHAT WILL I BE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE? 

 

On successful completion of this module, you will be expected to be able to: 

 

Knowledge and understanding: 

 

 Understand the philosophical foundations of modern social theory; 

 Grasp different analytical approaches to the conceptualisation of modern society; 

 Be familiar with significant developments in early modern social theory; 

 Apply the main theories, models, and concepts used in classical sociology and 
appreciate their continuing relevance to the critical study of modern society; 

 Display knowledge of the historical development of sociological thought. 
 

Skills: 

 

 Make use of transferable skills – such as teamwork, analytical investigation, and the 
development of conceptually sophisticated, methodologically rigorous, and empirically 
substantiated arguments; 

 Prepare and defend different arguments; 

 Demonstrate an ability for accurate reading and exposition; 

 Make reasoned and reasonable judgements; 

 Demonstrate a capacity for independent thinking. 
 

Values and attitudes: 

 

 Have a critical understanding and substantive knowledge of social and political 
processes, and the ways in which they are conceptualised in sociological theory, 
especially as these processes relate to long-term phenomena, such as the 
development of ideologies, the emergence of hybrid cultures, and the symbolic and 
material aspects of globalisation; 



 

 Present controversial arguments (to which you, as a student, do not necessarily 
subscribe) accurately and fairly; 

 Correctly reference the work of other scholars, academics, and researchers; 

 Show consideration for the rules and regulations of the University. 
 

 

 

HOW WILL I LEARN? 

 

The module consists of asynchronous lectures and activities as well as synchronous interactive 

and/or group work, which will be structured to ensure all learning outcomes are met and all 

content covered. 

 

You will be encouraged to undertake extensive reading and independent study in order to 

familiarize yourself with the topics covered throughout the module, permitting you to broaden 

and to deepen your knowledge of the subject. 

 

Teaching pattern: 

 

Teaching 

component 

Teaching type Contact 

hours 

(scheduled) 

Self-directed 

study hours 

(independent) 

Placement 

hours 

Total 

student 

learning 

hours 

Asynchronous Lectures & 

Activities 

10 0  10 

Synchronous Small Group / 

Interactive 

10 130  140 

Totals  20 130  150 
 

 

 

WHAT TYPES OF ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK CAN I EXPECT? 

 

Assessments 

 

A downloadable open-book exam (of 24 hours or longer). 

 



 

Assessment pattern: 

 

Assessment 

component 

Assessment type Weighting Minimum 

qualifying mark 

Pass/Fail? 

A 

downloadable 

open-book 

exam (of 24 

hours or 

longer) 

Written exam 100 40 N/A 

 

Assessment criteria 

 

Assessment Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes students need to 

demonstrate in order to complete an assessment successfully and Grade-Related Criteria are 

descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes students need to demonstrate to achieve a 

certain grade or mark in an assessment.  Assessment Criteria and Grade-Related Criteria for 

module assessments will be made available to students prior to an assessment taking place. 

More information will be available from the module leader. 

 

Feedback on assessment 

 

Following an assessment, students will be given their marks and feedback in line with the 

Assessment Regulations and Policy. More information on the timing and type of feedback that 

will be provided for each assessment will be available from the module leader. 

 

Assessment Regulations 

 

The Pass mark for the module is 40%. Any minimum qualifying marks for specific assessments 

are listed in the table above.  The weighting of the different components can also be found 

above. The Programme Specification contains information on what happens if you fail an 

assessment component or the module. 
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Appendix:  

 

CODES 

 

HESA Code Description Price Group 

132 Sociology D 

 



 

JACS Code Description Percentage (%) 

L300 The systematic study of human social institutions and 

social relationships 

100 

 

 

 

 


