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Item 4.2
 Senate 08.07.20 

Access restrictions: n/a 

From: David Bolton, Deputy President and Provost 

Subject: Academic Year Structure Changes for 2019/20 (Including 
Second Assessment Period) and 2020/21  

Status: For noting     

Author(s): Georgia Moustaka Quality Officer, Student and Academic Services 

Sponsor: David Bolton, Deputy President and Provost 

Executive summary 

Context: The Academic Year Structure has been under review from October 2018. 
Extensive consultation has taken place and it was agreed in July 2019 that the 
structure would remain unchanged for 2020/21 and a proposal for the 2021/22-
2023/24 academic year structure would be presented to Senate in July 2020.  

However, in light of the current circumstances arising from the impact of Covid-19 
the following has been agreed: 

• Term 3 of 2019/20 would change to accommodate a 3-week Second
Assessment Period

• Term 1 of the academic year structure for 2020/21 would change to start 1
week later than originally proposed.

• The approval of the 2021/22-2023/24 academic year structure will be put on
hold pending clarity on impact of COVID-19 on 2020/21 academic year Terms
2 and 3 start dates.

Full details of the agreed changes and dates are outlined within this paper. 

Action(s) required 
from Senate: 

A. To note the changes to the academic year structure for
2019/20

B. To note the changes to the academic year structure
for 2020/21

The table below outlines the consultations which took place as part of the review 
process:  
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Committee 
date 

Committee 
title Outcome/action 

June 2020  Q&S 
Working 
Group  

Q&S Working Group approved the implementation 
and dates for the Second Assessment Period for 
2019/20.  
 

June 2020 Education & 
Student 
Committee 

E&S Committee reviewed and agreed the changes to 
the academic year structure for 2020/21.  
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Academic Year Structure Changes for 2019/20 (Including Second Assessment 
Period) and 2020/21 

Academic Year 2019/20 

Under the original 2019/20 academic year structure, the standard resit period would 
have taken place from the 10th-21st August 2020.  In light of the factors impacting 
the University due to Covid-19, the Quality & Standards Contingency Working Group 
agreed to replace the resit period with a Second Assessment Period. The Group 
agreed, in June 2020, that the Second Assessment Period will commence from the 
3rd August 2020 for 3 weeks.  

The Second Assessment Period will provide students who have failed their 
assessment attempts in the first period or those who have outstanding resits from a 
previous period with their entitled resit opportunity. It will also accommodate students 
who let the University know, through the Supporting Your Academic Success 
process, that they were unable to undertake their assessments during the main 
assessment period in May.   

Academic Year 2020/21 

The 2020-21 academic year was due to start on Monday 14th September (Welcome 
Week) with teaching starting from Monday 21st September. In light of the factors 
impacting the University due to Covid-19 Education & Student Committee, in June 
2020, agreed Term 1 of the 2020/21 academic year structure should be postponed 
by a week:  

 
• Welcome week: move from Monday 14th September to Monday 21st 

September 2020 
• Teaching Term 1: move from Monday 21st September to Monday 28th 

September 2020 
• End of Term 1: move from Friday 4th December to Friday 11th December 

2020 
 

Term 2 and 3 will remain unchanged at this stage but will stay under review. The 
University will review if any changes are needed to the start of Term 2 in relation to 
the nature and length of the assessment period once we know more about School’s 
plans based on their programme delivery arrangements. 
 
For context, the proposed changes would align City with the start of the year at 
King’s, UCL, SOAS and LSE. Goldsmiths, UEL and Greenwich. Imperial plans to 
start on 3rd October. Making this change would provide the University with extra 
capacity for the overall work required.  

 
Academic Years 2021/22-2023/24 

In July 2019 it was agreed by Senate that a proposal for the 2021/22-2023/24 
academic year structures would be presented in July 2020 for approval.  
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However, in light of the impact Covid-19 has had on the current and the next 
academic year structures, it has not been possible. A proposal for 2021/22-2023/24 
academic year structure will be made to Senate once it is clear when Term 2 and 3 
will start. 
 
 


