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MODULE SUMMARY 
 
Module outline and aims 
 
The purpose of this module is to enhance the practitioner’s skills in evidence-based 
clinical decision-making, including advanced ability to use the College of Optometrists’ 
clinical guidelines and other high level forms of evidence. 
  
 
Content outline 
 
This module will include on-line as well as face-to-face discussions and tutorials based 
on hypothetical clinical cases to address a range of topics including:   

 
• The role of research evidence in eye care 
• Links between evidence-based practice and clinical decision-making  
• Clinical guidelines and their evidence-based application in decision-making 

 
 

 
 

WHAT WILL I BE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE? 
 
On successful completion of this module, you will be expected to: 
 
Knowledge and understanding: 
 

• Critically understand the concept of evidence and its role in clinical decision-
making. 

• Be able to synthesise and critique current practice  
• Know how to critique clinical research, including making sense of research 

results 
• Critically understand the links between evidence-based practice and clinical 

decision-making 
• Demonstrate a critical awareness of clinical guidelines relevant to optometry 

 
 



Skills: 
 

• Demonstrate ability to critique information received in writing or verbally  
• Demonstrate ability to identify bias in information 
• Demonstrate skills in the application of clinical guidelines in decision-making 

 
 
Values and attitudes: 
 

Appreciate the role and significance of best evidence in ophthalmic practice, 
and the potential ethical implications of a lack of non-critical approach. 
 

 
HOW WILL I LEARN? 
 
It is well-established that adult learners learn best in smaller groups and with greater 
interaction.  The module is therefore designed using this type of learning format.  The 
module begins with on-line learning material using our Virtual Learning Environment 
(VLE) Moodle.  This allows you to study the background materials in your own time 
and as needed.  This flexible approach also reduces your time away from practice with 
all of its cost implications.  However, it is very important that you have significant face-
to-face learning and the remainder of the module is two days of face-to-face learning 
in lectures, tutorials and discussions within small groups using hypothetical clinical 
cases. Following this, the module continues with two weeks of online-discussion.  The 
discussion will take the form of case studies. 
 
 
 
 
Teaching pattern: 
 

Teaching 
component 

Teaching type Contact 
hours 
(scheduled) 

Self-directed 
study hours 
(independent) 

Placement 
hours 

Total 
student 
learning 
hours 

8 hours on-
line material 

Guided 
independent 
study  

8 22 0 30 

10 hours of 
lectures  

Lectures 10 107 0 114 

3 hours of 
tutorials 

Tutorials 3 0 0 6 

Totals  21 129 0 150 
 

 
 
 
WHAT TYPES OF ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK CAN I EXPECT? 
 



Assessments 
 
Assessment will consist of two written exams and one on-line discussion.  
Questions will test your critical thinking and evaluative understanding, 
clinical recognition skills, ability to differentially diagnose and the application 
of knowledge.  The assessment will consist of: 
35 MCQs 1 hour (based on all aspects of the module) 
5 PMCS  1 hour (which test your ability to analyse clinical results and 
manage patients appropriately) 
On-line discussion (based on a specific question or scenario and will require 
a critical approach. You will be involved in discussions with class colleagues 
and with the module leader)  
 
 
Assessment pattern: 
Assessment 
component 

Assessment 
type 

Weighting Minimum 
qualifying 
mark 

Pass/Fail? 

PMCS Written exam 50% 
 

50% N/A 

MCQ Written exam 40% 50% N/A 
On-line discussion Set exercise 

(1,000 words) 
10% 50% N/A 

 
Assessment criteria 
Information on the above module assessment criteria and grade-related criteria can be 
found on the module space in Moodle. 
 
Assessment Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes you need to 
demonstrate in order to complete an assessment successfully and Grade-Related 
Criteria are descriptions of the skills, knowledge or attributes you need to demonstrate 
to achieve a certain grade or mark in an assessment. Assessment Criteria and Grade-
Related Criteria for module assessments will be made available to you prior to an 
assessment taking place on Moodle.  
 
Feedback on assessment 
 
Following an assessment, you will be given your marks and feedback in line 
with the Assessment Regulations and Policy within four weeks of the 
examination date. More information on the timing and type of feedback that 
will be provided for each assessment will be available from the module leader. 
 
If you would like to know more about the way in which assessment works at City, please 
see the full version of the Assessment Regulations at: 
http://www.city.ac.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0003/69249/s19.doc 
 
Assessment Regulations 
 

http://www.city.ac.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0003/69249/s19.doc


The Pass mark for the module is 50%. Any minimum qualifying marks for specific 
assessments are listed in the table above.  The weighting of the different components 
can also be found above. The Programme Specification contains information on what 
happens if you fail an assessment component or the module. 
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Clinical Knowledge (College of Optometrists)  
Summaries are a reliable source of evidence-based information and practical ‘know how’ 
about the common conditions managed in primary care, providing quick answers to real  
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Appendix: see http://www.hesa.ac.uk/content/view/1805/296/ for the full list of JACS 
codes and descriptions 
 
CODES 
 
HESA Code Description Price Group 
4 Anatomy of Physiology B 
   

 
JACS Code Description Percentage (%) 
B510 The study of the principles 

and techniques for 
examining, diagnosing 
and treating conditions of 
the human visual system 

100 
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