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Research Students who Teach – analysis of Schools pro forma data supplied 

 
Recommended Action 
 
Senate is asked to consider the report and note the summary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Publication:  Open  
 

 

Summary 
 
As part of monitoring arrangements for the Research Students who Teach policy, 
approved by Senate in July 2017, this report provides a summary of data returned by 
Schools using the pro forma provided on the postgraduate research students who are 
engaged in teaching support roles (e.g. seminar teaching, demonstrating, marking) in 
Academic Year 2017/18, along with confirmation that they have undertaken the 
Introductory Certificate in Academic Practice mandated as their training (unless an 
exemption is authorised) and that they have a named teaching mentor. 
 
The aim has been to provide the most complete data to Senate – gaps identified in the 
data tables when they were returned by Schools have been followed up in advance of 
Senate.  
 
Key information provided is that data has been returned on 230 students, of which 142 
have started teaching so far in this Academic Year, and of those 131 have had training 
from LEaD (or had their prior training validated) and 137 have a named teaching mentor. 
 
Data obtained shows that there are some students who do not yet have any teaching 
assigned and have therefore not yet been trained. The small number of students (11) 
who appear to be teaching without having been trained, or be teaching having 
failed/withdrawn from the module are now being investigated and followed up with 
Schools. Students are required to enrol themselves on the module and therefore the 
process of reporting their enrolment/successful completion of the module to School 
research degree administrators could be streamlined and this will be discussed with 
Schools. 
 
This is the first data return to Senate and the City Graduate School Committee will, 
following the conclusion of the Autumn and Spring terms, be provided with a summary of 
the teaching hours actually undertaken by postgraduate research students, which it will 
further report to Senate. 
 
Two actions are required. 
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Item 22.2 
Senate 13.12.17 

Research Students who Teach – analysis of Schools pro forma 
 
Introduction 
 
Following the approval of the revised Research Students who Teach policy by Senate in July 
2017, Schools were asked to return data on currently enrolled students who are employed 
or scheduled to be employed in a teaching support role in Academic Year 2017/18. The 
pro forma agreed by Senate to do this requested detail on any teaching restrictions, the date 
they had completed the LEaD Introductory Certificate in Academic Practice (or been signed 
off with equivalent experience), and information on their teaching mentor. This report 
provides summary data on these returns. 
 
Summary Statistics 
 

School Total number of RSwT 
(who will teach any 
time during the year) 

Number of 
RSwT current
ly teaching 

of which trained, 
exempted or 
undergoing 
training 

of which 
having a 
named 
teaching 
mentor 

SASS 59 32 28 31 
Cass 66 32 32 32 
SHS 27 8 8 8 
Law 13 9 9 9 
SMCSE 65 61 54 57 
Total 230 142 131 137 

 
Learning and Teaching 
 
Schools returned information on 230 research students who are planned to teach at any time 
during the year.  Students are spread across academic disciplines and years of study and 
are overwhelmingly full-time, with the exception of the situation in Health Sciences. Some 
students have been teaching from their first year of PhD study, particularly in Cass Business 
School where PhD candidates undertake a number of taught modules in the first year, 
supporting their preparation to teach at undergraduate level. 
 
Institutional policy requires that “students engaged in teaching activity are adequately and 
appropriately prepared just prior to starting teaching normally through attendance on the 
Learning, Teaching and Assessment module…” In practice, the LEaD module is based, 
pedagogically, on reflective practice of teaching activity, and is therefore often undertaken by 
research students concurrently with teaching. Discussions are ongoing between the 
Graduate School, LEaD and the SU on how students can be best supported for their initial 
teaching activity. 
 
Of the returned 230 research students who are planned teach, 142 are teaching for the first 
time in the Autumn term or are continuing in this role from previous academic years. Of 
those 142, 80 have completed or are enrolled on a current cohort of LEaD Introductory 
Certificate, 43 are awaiting a start date from LEaD or assigned to a cohort in early 2018, and 
6 have prior experience for exemption. Of the 13 students that appear to be currently 
teaching without having undertaken training, 2 are only undertaking project marking for 
which they have been briefed. The other 11 individual cases, having been identified, are now 
being investigated and followed up with Schools. Where necessary, where data returned by 
Schools was incomplete, in addition to follow up with Schools, SITS/eVision has been used 
to complete the pro forma. 
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Amongst the whole group of 230 research students who are planned to teach, 55 students 
were reported as having had previous training/experience, typically having taught at an 
international university or as a teaching assistant/demonstrator in previous years. Students 
who were not trained in SMCSE, but who were only undertaking marking duties, had been 
provided with a project marking briefing coordinated by the School. 
 
Any gaps in data which indicate that information on students’ training is not yet fully and 
systematically recorded and checked at appointment to a teaching support role, or that 
students do not report back to their School when they have been enrolled on the LEaD 
Introductory Certificate are being flagged up to Schools, which will be asked to address this 
prior to completing the end of year pro forma agreed by Senate 
 
In almost all cases, students had a named teaching mentor (aside from in Economics and 
Psychology where the start date for teaching had not yet been recorded). 
 
Restrictions on teaching hours 
 
Where students were reported as having restrictions on their teaching, this was typically due 
to visa requirements (Tier 4), the terms and conditions of a City University studentship, 
external grants (Health Sciences) or School policy (Arts and Social Sciences) 
 
Recommendations 
 
As a result of the exercise, Senate is asked to note: 

• that data have been received from all Schools, as requested by Senate 
• that the process of reporting on research students who teach in 2017-18 will be 

continued through the use of the ‘end of year’ pro forma agreed by Senate and to 
monitor adherence to University policy (number of hours taught, contractual 
arrangements, peer support review activity etc.) 

• that schools are asked to encourage students to enrol on the Introductory Certificate 
in Academic Practice as soon as they know they are to be appointed to a teaching 
support role to ensure training at the appropriate time and demand planning for 
LEaD. 

• that Schools are asked to remind students who will be engaged in teaching that their 
successful enrolment should be reported to their respective research degrees 
administrator as soon as possible to facilitate this monitoring process 

• that the process for the authorisation of training exemption on the basis of prior 
professional experience should be undertaken by Schools through LEaD. 

 
Richard Alderman 

Assistant Registrar (Research Degrees) 
 

Professor Kenneth TV Grattan 
Dean, City Graduate School 

November 2017 


