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A greener City: students and staff contribute to environmental achievement

City held its fifth annual Environmental Champions and Green Impact Awards ceremony on 13th June
2014. The occasion recognised and celebrated staff and students contribution towards environmental
initiatives at City, such as the Environmental Champions’ Network and the Green Impact scheme. Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Paul Curran, and Pro Vice-Chancellor, Professor Richard Verrall, were on hand
to help distribute the awards.

City’s Environmental Champions Network
City’s Environmental Champions Network is comprised of 100 staff and over 200 students who
volunteer to help make City a greener university. Congratulations to Robert Lastman and Simon Bralee,
who were given the highly commended and the Environmental Champion of the Year awards,
respectively, for their outstanding contribution to City’s sustainability initiatives.

Robert has been an Environmental Champion since the scheme first started in early 2009 and has
always been very proactive and engaged in all of the University’s green initiatives. He never misses an
opportunity to get involved and encourage colleagues and students to adopt greener working practices.
He was instrumental in encouraging visiting lecturers to cease printing hardcopies and use digital
versions instead. 

Thanks to Simon’s hard work and dedication, the two law libraries received Green Impact Gold Awards
in their first year of participation in Green Impact. Simon truly went beyond expectations in planning
and organising a number of green activities for the libraries and even arranged a screening of An
Inconvenient Truth for all City staff and students to attend. Simon is now planning to screen additional
environmental films and hopefully arrange some speakers as well.

Green Impact
Green Impact is an environmental accreditation and awards scheme run by the National Union of
Students, which brings together staff and students to enable and showcase positive changes in
environmental practice. 

Departments participating in Green Impact were awarded one of five award levels for their
achievements: Working towards accreditation, Bronze, Silver, Gold or Platinum. High performing teams
from previous years were eligible to take part in the Gold Excellence scheme which allowed them to
run their own projects. Three teams (Student Centre, Students’ Union and Property and Facilities) took
part in this scheme.This year saw 26 teams from across the University take part in Green Impact.
Twenty student Project Assistants worked alongside some of the teams and a further 28 students
received IEMA (Institute of Environmental Management & Assessment) approved training as Green
Impact auditors.

Of the 26 teams, three were student teams, taking part in our newly created Student Zone competition.
The Student Zone offers students an opportunity to form their own teams and run their own projects.
Students can also get involved with Green Impact as Project Assistants helping departmental teams or
as Auditors to audit all the participating teams. We also welcomed five new teams this year, including
the Vice-Chancellor’s office and our first ever international team, the Dubai Centre of Cass and City.

Special Awards
Nine special awards were also given out. These included the Environmental Hero award which went to
Daisie Yorke and the Student Leadership award which went to Ted Okoroji. Congratulations to all our
winners this year!

Visit the webpage for a complete list of Green Impact 2013-14 award winners.
If you are interested in participating in Green Impact 2014-15, please email the Environment team. 

If you have any feedback on the content or format of this newsletter, please email Dawn White

Registered Address: City University London, Northampton Square, London EC1V 0HB
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What is an Environmental
Champion?

An Environmental Champion is a
student or staff volunteer who
promotes City’s green initiatives and
encourages others to practice more
environment-friendly behaviour. Find
out more about becoming an
Environmental Champion.

What encouraged you to become an
Environmental Champion? 
I have always been interested in
environmental issues and I was
encouraged by the Environmental team
to get involved in City’s environmental
initiatives. 

What sort of things have you done
as an Environmental Champion? 
I have encouraged Visiting Lecturers to
use Moodle, the online learning
management system. Students can
access course material online, which
saves a lot of paper.

What would you like to see changed
at City to make it more environment-
friendly?  
I would like to see more students and
members of staff participating in City’s
green initiatives.

What encouraged you to become an
Environmental Champion? 
The Facilities team at West Smithfield
(especially Daisie Yorke and Mark
Watling) inspired me to take part.

What sort of things have you done
as an Environmental Champion? 
With the help of wonderful colleagues,
Ted and Sofina, we achieved the
Green Impact Gold Award  in the two
law libraries. Alongside this, I
organised a series of events and
promotional campaigns, including a
campaign to cut the amount of bags
thrown away in the library bins and
helping to set up a film club  to show
environmental films and documentaries
at City for all staff and students to
attend. 

By showing films, the aim is to raise
awareness of issues and excite people
into making positive changes for the
environment.  I’d like to also arrange
speakers and debates around the films
too in the future. I am also interested
in encouraging biodiversity; we have
started growing a herb garden in the
Law Library kitchen.

What would you like to see changed
at City to make it more environment-
friendly?  
I would like environment and
substantiality issues to become a
priority at City and central to all the
decision and actions that we take. I
would also like to see more wildlife
friendly plants around the University,
such as beehives on the roof and
beetle hotels placed around the
University estate.
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Did you know...

Green Dragons are flying high

We are delighted to announce that City and specifically the
Green Dragons project has been shortlisted for a Green
Gown Award 2014 in the Student Engagement category.

Now in their tenth year, the Green Gown Awards recognise
the exceptional sustainability initiatives being undertaken by
universities, colleges and the learning and skills sectors
across the UK. With sustainable development moving up the
global agenda, the Awards are now established as the most
prestigious recognition of sustainability excellence within the
tertiary education sector, as well as the environmental
sector. 

The winners of the Green Gown Awards 2014 will be
announced at the Green Gown Awards’ Ceremony to be
held at Whitworth Hall, The University of Manchester on
Monday 3rd November 2014. 

Green Dragons win impressions at the Annual
Conference on Education for Sustainable
Development London

Green Dragons is the first bottom-up sustainability project at
City University London and it is attracting more and more
attention inside and outside the university community. 

After being featured on HEFCE’s website in March, Green
Dragons recently won the best poster award at the Annual
Conference on Education for Sustainable Development held
by the London Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE). 

City Green Challenge Coordinator, Maria Xypaki,
showcased Green Dragons as an innovative sustainability
model of higher education based on her paper “A Practical
Example of Integrating Sustainable Development into Higher
Education, City University London Students’ Union, Green
Dragons”, which will be officially published by SAGE
Publications at the beginning of the new year. 

Green Dragons is now getting ready for the 2nd World
Symposium on Sustainable Development at Universities
(WSSD-U-2014), where its leaders will present to an
international audience and contribute towards shaping the
current practice in Education for Sustainable Development.
The paper to be presented, “An innovative model of
student-led sustainability in higher education, City University
London Students’ Union, Green Dragons”, will be published
by Springer publications in September 2014.

For more information, please email Maria Xypaki. 

Upcoming events

Free bike maintenance
Thursday 17th July 2014 
(9am-5pm, Cass, Bunhill Row)
Friday 18th July 2014 (9am-5pm,
Drysdale bike shed) 
See City's cycling page for more dates
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Switching off a PC monitor
overnight can save enough energy
to microwave six dinners.
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