
Paper I 

For the Research and Enterprise Committee 
25th Oct 2016 
 
From: Alex Elkins Entrepreneurship Education Manager 
 
Subject: Follow up response to comments raised (R&E committee 11 May 16) regarding the 
benefits of partnering with The Hangout Malaysia  
 
The purpose of this paper is to provide information pertaining to the development of the 
Hangout Malaysia and its relationship with City University London.  
 
OVERVIEW: 
The Hangout London is the University’s small business incubation space, providing access to hot-
desking, meeting rooms and event space for student and graduate entrepreneurs. It is a pivotal 
aspect of City’s commitment to student employability and entrepreneurship. 
 
The Hangout Malaysia, established by Professor Adrian Cheok and funded by Khazanah (the 
strategic investment fund of the Government of Malaysia) is a constituent part of the Imagineering 
Institute based in Iskandar, Malaysia. The Imagineering institute, a specialist research hub tasked 
with ‘Inventing the Future of the Internet’ has multiple partners including Osaka University Japan, 
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) and Multimedia University (MMU).  
 
The Hangout Malaysia acts as the Imagineering Institute’s business accelerator providing access for 
start-up businesses to specialist equipment and expertise.  
 
The Imagineering Institute and Hangout Malaysia are now in operation and will officially launch in 
December 2016. The Hangout Malaysia is now keen to establish a mutually beneficial partnership 
with City University London and The Hangout London. Alex Elkins (Enterprise Education Manager) is 
leading the development of a partnership agreement between the two institutions.  
 
 
THE HANGOUT MALAYSIA AND THE HANGOUT LONDON – BENEFITS OF ESTABLISHING A 
PARTNERSHIP 
 
A partnership with the Hangout Malaysia presents a number of strategic benefits for City, which have 
been outlined below: 
 

• Start-up exchange programmes 
City’s student, graduate and staff spin out companies can benefit from access and use of 
expertise, facilities and equipment including specialist technology and software. Additionally, 
start-ups from the Hangout Malaysia will help contribute to City’s start-up community in London 
through knowledge and skills exchange.  

 
• Student and staff trade missions between London and Malaysia  

The Hangout Malaysia provides an opportunity for City staff, students and recent graduates to 
reach out to new markets and avenues for funding. It also presents an opportunity for 
knowledge exchange and promotion of City’s expertise to the wider global audience.  

 
• Joint educational programmes focussing on technology and entrepreneurship 

City and The Hangout are widely renown as leader in technology and entrepreneurship. The 
Hangout Malaysia offers an opportunity to host income generating short courses to an 
emerging market in Malaysia and the surrounding area.   

 
• Joint research collaboration 

The Imagineering institute conducts bleeding edge research within the scope of ‘Inventing the 
future of the internet’ including: robotics, smart cities, IoT and wearable tech. The partnership 
would offer access to leading academics at the Imagineering institute in addition to its partner 
institutions including, Osaka University and Universiti teknologi Malaysia. 

 
 

http://thehangout.biz/
http://imagineeringinstitute.org/
http://imagineeringinstitute.org/
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• Joint promotional and educational events  
The Hangout London is keen to expand its events calendar to include global challenges 
including hackathons and design jams. These continually gain great feedback and demonstrate 
a commitment to a unique offering for our students. The Hangout Malaysia is keen to support 
such initiatives including funding to host certain competitions.  
 

• Student placement and internship opportunities 
We would offer City students and recent graduates the chance to secure internships and 
placements through the Hangout Malaysia accelerator companies and partners.  

 
It is expected that a formal agreement will be in place prior to December 2016 to coincide with 
the official launch of the Hangout Malaysia. The Committee is asked to consider the 
information within this paper and provide feedback.  
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