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Abstract 

The year 2015 is being seen as a year for global action and expansion of some of the aims of 
the 2015 eight Millennium Development Goals (see 
http://www.alliance2015.org/fileadmin/user_upload/MDGs.pdf), including the reduction of gender 
inequality and the empowerment of women, as well as the eradication of extreme poverty. 

There are some reasons to be cheerful: 90% of children in developing regions now enjoy primary 
education, gender inequality has fallen in much of Latin America and the Caribbean and countries 
like China and Brazil have managed to significantly reduce inequality in the last few decades. 
Since the financial crisis of 2008, much of the developed countries have seen an increasing rise in 
the gap between the rich and the poor, pressures on the welfare state, higher levels of 
unemployment, flexible working and also a striking rise of homelessness throughout European 
cities like London and Paris. The year 2014 also saw far-left parties, with a clear anti-austerity 
message, reach government in countries like Greece (SYRIZA) or become very popular 
(PODEMOS in Spain). The World Economic Forum in January 2015 also discussed an Oxfam 
report that underlined how the high income gap between the rich and the poor poses significant 
future problems for the global community. Thus the discussion on how to pursue a better path for 
development and improvement of democratic processes, and the ways in which the media can 
assist in this process, has become all the more urgent. 

This conference is an opportunity for Masters and PhD students to develop more their ideas 
and research interests in a conference setting, with the support of academics and practitioners. 
Students who have completed the MA in International Communication and Development and the 
MA in Media and Communication at City University London in the last years have either 
progressed their studies to undertake a doctoral degree or gone on to work in the UN, European 
Parliament and other NGOs. They have shown a keen interest in the role of social media for 
development, gender development programmes and the uses of media and communications for the 
reduction of inequality and the strengthening of democracy throughout the world. This conference 
will provide a forum for addressing some of the core themes raised by these students, ranging from 
theoretical frameworks on the role of media in development to the uses of the media in creating 
awareness of development issues. 

Questions asked here include: What constitutes development, and to whom? How can we 
theorise media and development in the 21st century? What role does the media and ICTs have in 
the development process? How can the media better contribute? What are some of the challenges 
that the BRIC countries are facing? Can they build a new communication order? How can we re- 
think media and development in Africa and India? Can social movements have a wider role in the 
future? What makes a development programme effective, and what can we learn from those that 
have been successful? Can gender development programmes also work on addressing ingrained 
cultural habits and traditional views of masculinity? How can we better theorise development, and 
the role of the media, for the future? What is the role of journalism today in previous authoritarian 
regimes? 

http://www.city.ac.uk/arts-social-sciences/sociology/research/centre-for-international-communications-and-society
http://www.city.ac.uk/arts-social-sciences/sociology/research/centre-for-international-communications-and-society
http://www.alliance2015.org/fileadmin/user_upload/MDGs.pdf


Core themes 

• Theoretical frameworks on media and development

• Gender and development programmes; Human rights approaches

• The role of ICTs, NGOS, the state and the market in development

• Social movements and participatory democracy

• The future role of the BRIC countries and area studies

• Sustainable development; Development and democratisation

Organisation and participants 

This conference takes place over the course of 2 days and includes talks by keynote speakers 
working in the field of media and development, international journalism and communications, 
cultural studies and sociology. There will be different workshops sessions where postgraduate and 
research students would have the opportunity to give papers and present their work. The 
conference is organised by the CCIS at the Dept. of Sociology, but also welcomes the participation 
of other departments at City, including International Politics and Creative Industries, which has 
recently joined the Sociology Department, as well as Journalism. The conference includes the 
support of some of our university partners, such as Loughborough University, the CAMRI 
Research Centre at the University of Westminster; Media and Communications, LSE; the Reuters 
Institute for the Study of Journalism, University of Oxford, City University and the University of 
Sussex. Speakers include academics and practitioners, including NGOs representatives and former 
as well as practising journalists. Current and former MA students, as well as PhD students, will be 
invited to attend and have an opportunity to present their work in a professional and academic 
environment. 



Conference Programme 

Wednesday 20 January and Thursday 21 January 2016 

Wednesday 20 January - (Timings may change slightly throughout the day) 

9.30 – 10.00 – Registration - Oliver Thompson Lecture Theatre (OTLT) Foyer 

10.00 – 10.15 – Welcome and introductions - OTLT 

Dr Carolina Matos and Professor Petros Iosifidis 

10.15 – 10.50 

SESSION ONE – “After cultural citizenship”, talk by Professor Toby Miller, Institute for Media 
and Creative Industries, Loughborough University in London 

10.50-11.05 – Coffee break - OTLT Foyer 

11.10 – 11.50 

SESSION TWO - “The Media, development and democratisation – three unhappy bedfellows”, 
Professor of Journalism Ivor Gaber, University of Sussex, and the UK’s representative on 
Unesco’s Intergovernmental Council of the International Programme for the Development of 
Communications 

11.50 – 12.30 

SESSION THREE – “Children, labour and media in India”, Shakuntala Banaji, Programme 
Director for the MSc in Media, Communication and Development' in the Department of Media and 
Communications at LSE 

12.30 – 1.30 – Lunch (lunch will not be provided - catering facilities are open) 

1.30 – 2.30 - OTLT 

SESSION FOUR – “The Alliance for press and the role of political communication in 
development”, Jairo Lugo-Ocando, University of Sheffield, Lecturer and former foreign 
correspondent 

2.30 – 3.00 Coffee break - OTLT Foyer

3.00 - 4.00 pm- Room C316 
 WORKSHOP SESSION 1: Student presentations (Chair: Dr Carolina Matos) 

4.00 - 5.00 pm   - Room C316 
WORKSHOP SESSION 2: Student presentations (Chair: Professor Petros Iosifidis) 

c.5pm Close of Day 1



Thursday 21 January  (Timings may change slightly throughout the day) 

10.00-10.40 - OTLT 
SESSION ONE – “BRICS building a new global communication order?”,  Daya Thussu, 
Professor of International Communication and Co-Director of India Media Centre, University of 
Westminster 

10.45-11.00 – Coffee break - OTLT Foyer 

11.00-11.40 

SESSION TWO – “Nations and competition: upgrading strategies in the global TV content value 
chain”, Jean Chalaby, Professor of International Communications, City University London 

11.40-12.20pm 

SESSION THREE -“Humanitarian Technologies’: myths and realities,  Mirca Madianou, Reader 
in the Department of Media and Communications at Goldsmiths, University of London 

12.30- 1.30 – Lunch (lunch will not be provided, catering facilities are open) 

1.30- 2.20   - OTLT 

SESSION FOUR - "Rethinking Media and Development in Africa, Winston Mano, Director of African 
Media Centre and course leader of the MA in Media and Development, University of Westminster 

2.30-2.45 pm – Coffee break - OTLT Foyer 

3.00 – 4.00pm   - Room C304 

WORKSHOP SESSION 3: Student presentations (Chair: Dr Carolina Matos) 

4.00 – 5.30 pm - OTLT 

ROUND UP DISCUSSION: “Media and development: the challenges for the future in a 
changing world”, with the participation of keynote speakers and questions from the audience 

Chaired by Dr Carolina Matos and Professor Petros Iosifidis 

5.30 – 7.00 pm – Drinks Reception  - OTLT Foyer 



Abstracts: 
 

1) BRICS Building a New Global Communication Order, Professor of International 
Communication and Co-Director of India Media Centre, Daya Thussu, University of 
Westminster, London 

 
The international presence of media from the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 

Africa) is likely to expand exponentially with the growing convergence of mobile communications 
technologies and content via an altered and multi-lingual internet. The predominance of English on 
the internet might also be undermined, creating tendencies towards a fragmented internet. China, 
which hosts the world’s largest blogging population and its version of Facebook - QZone – had 
more than 600 million users by 2014; while Weibo (the Chinese version of Twitter), had an 
equally large following and is increasingly influencing mainstream journalism within the Sino 
media-sphere. Internet users in India are expected to reach 600 million by 2020, driven by wireless 
connections. Russia already has the highest internet penetration among the BRICS nations. In 
Brazil too, the internet is expanding at a rapid pace, while the growth of mobile internet in South 
Africa is likely to increase as 3G becomes more affordable. What implications will such digital 
connectivity have for global news flows and information and communication agendas, both in the 
BRICS countries and beyond? 

 
This presentation will aim to evaluate how current and potential developments in digital, 

internet-based media in the BRICS countries might impact on global communication. It will map 
these developments and analyse them within the context of questions about internet governance 
and suggest that, given the scope and scale of change in BRICS countries, a New Global 
Communication Order may be evolving for the digital age. 

 
2) “Humanitarian Technologies’: myths and realities, Mirca Madianou, Reader in the Department of 
Media and Communications at Goldsmiths, University of London 

 
 
The 2013 World Disasters Report uses the term 'humanitarian technology' to refer to the 
empowering nature of digital technologies such as mobile phones and social media for disaster 
recovery. It is claimed that interactive technologies enable affected communities to participate in 
their own recovery, respond to their own problems and ‘make their voices heard.’ Digital 
technologies are welcomed for their potential to catalyze a ‘power-shift’ in humanitarianism by 
building feedback structures that empower local communities to hold humanitarian and 
government agencies into account. Indeed a new era of humanitarianism is proclaimed which is 
driven by digital developments (Meier, 2015; UN OCHA, 2012). Despite the enthusiasm regarding 
the role of digital technologies as tools for humanitarian relief there is little evidence to assess 
their impact. My talk unpacks some of the myths surrounding digital technologies for 
disaster recovery and humanitarian aid. Rather than assuming the usefulness, inherently 
progressive or democratizing nature of communication technologies, I will reflect on the 
affordances of digital media, their actual uses by disaster affected people and how these contribute 
to key processes of humanitarian practice such as ‘participation’ and ‘accountability’. 

 
I will do so by drawing on a year-long ethnography of the Typhoon Haiyan recovery and 139 
interviews with humanitarian workers and affected people. The response to Typhoon Haiyan, 
which hit the Philippines in 2013, represents the most systematic implementation of initiatives 
aimed at facilitating voice and empowering local communities to hold agencies into account. 
Although digital technologies are rendered as solutions to longstanding critiques of 
humanitarianism, I argue that processes mediation can amplify existing power inequalities between 
aid workers and disaster affected people, or even within affected communities themselves. 



medium in which to work, and in all of these states, the bloggers and tweeters are active. However, 
their use also alerts the authorities to their presence and makes it easier to close them down. 

 

3) “Children, labour and media in India”, Shakuntala Banaji, Programme Director for the MSc in 
Media, Communication and Development' in the Department of Media and Communications at 
LSE 

 
A range of scholars concerned with learning theories, mediation, and risk, have explored the 

ways in which children use, learn from or are vulnerable to the effects of particular forms of digital 
media and technologies, from aps and videogames to Facebook, Snapchat and Instagram. 
Particularly in Europe, Australia and North America, and in wealthier communities in the global 
south, this has had some notable benefits in relation to children’s learning, and safety online, as 
well as in drawing attention to lack of digital literacy as an axis of inequality. However, a little 
assessed side-effect of the normalisation of child-related digital risk and digital success discourse 
has been a loss of focus on examining ongoing non-digital harms, dangers and possibilities facing 
hundreds of millions of children and youth in the global south or, at best, a celebration of their 
resilience in the face of these harms. 

 
This paper which is drawn from my forthcoming book on Children and Media in India 

examines discourses and formulations of a wealthy world media and development agenda for 
children and the implications for poor children in India. Based on original case studies, 
observations, interviews and focus groups with children, it focuses on children’s exclusion from 
multiple spheres of mediated power, their articulation in complex discourses of class, caste and 
gender, and their inventive, productive use of mediated and non-mediated tools in relation to 
exclusion, labour and school work. The paper concludes by suggesting a critique of wealthy-world 
discourses on childhood and risk in relation to the unequal circumstances in which children from 
different classes encounter media and exhibit socially productive agency. 

 
4) 'The Media, Development and Democratisation - three unhappy bedfellows", Professor of 
Journalism Ivor Gaber, University of Sussex, and the UK’s representative on Unesco’s 
Intergovernmental Council of the International Programme for the Development of 
Communications 

 
In 2014, Malawi experienced its first-ever tripartite elections involving presidential, 

parliamentary and local government contests. The role of the media was monitored in a major 
operation covering radio, television, newspapers, news websites and social media. The results 
revealed that, with the exception of state-controlled media, news outlets played a broadly positive 
role, providing fair coverage for the four leading candidates and reporting on a broad range of 
topics. Social media provided a lively platform for the views and opinions of mainly partisan 
participants (presumably mostly from the urban elite). On the negative side, coverage of the 
presidential and to a lesser extent the parliamentary contests dominated, so that the amount of 
news about local government issues was minimal. The most important negative aspect of the 
campaign was the one-sided coverage provided by the two state radio channels, the state television 
station and its online news service. 

 
5) Nations and competition: upgrading strategies in the global TV content value chain, Professor 
of International Communications, Jean Chalaby, City University London 

 
A startling aspect of the TV format revolution has been the emergence of a new trade leader: 

Great Britain. In a short timeframe a nation used to relying heavily on US imports, whose home- 
grown dramas were once deemed too gritty for export, has turned itself into the world’s leading 
format exporter. This chapter begins with the story of this transformation as it remains a 
benchmark for upgrading strategies in the TV industry. Can this process be duplicated elsewhere? 
Gary Gereffi defines industrial upgrading as a ‘process of improving the ability of a firm or an 
economy to move to more profitable and/technologically sophisticated capital- and skill-intensive 
economic niches’. Indeed, once acquainted with formats, many countries consider their position in 
the global TV format commodity chain and work towards moving from stage one: (re)produce 



foreign IP, toward stage two: create local IP for local consumption, and on to stage three: export 
local IP. This chapter assesses the upgrading strategies of a few nations that have embarked on the 
journey from the local production of imports to the local creation of formats. 

 
6) The Alliance for Progress and its lessons for the future of political communication in 
development, Jairo Lugo-Ocando, School of Media and Communications, University of Leeds 

 
This presentation focuses on the Alliance for Progress as a set of policies that came to define 

news reporting of development in the context of the Cold War and the decades to come even after 
the fall of the Berlin Wall. In using it as a case study, we aim to examine in particular the role of 
political communication in the articulation of news about the developing world and how this has 
shaped the way the media covers development issues and policy. The idea is to examine the 
process of political communication that took place at the time, with a particular focus on the ways 
in which JFK advisers presented the programme to the media through press conferences and press 
releases and the background documents that accompanied the preparation of these materials. In so 
doing, the chapter also examines the way in which these stories appeared in the news media in the 
US and some Latin American countries, and analyses this content in the light of ideological 
discourses on development. Overall, the paper hopes to offer an interdisciplinary and historicised 
understanding of how development policy has been presented to the wider public, and, at the same 
time, to demonstrate not only how policy formulation and propaganda goals are often intrinsically 
linked but also how neither development policy nor journalism can be disentangled from 
propaganda. 

 
7) After Cultural Citizenship, Professor of Cultural Studies, Toby Miller, Institute for Media and 
Creative Industries, Loughborough University in London 

 
‘After Cultural Citizenship’ will look at the how the three principal forms of citizenship—the 

political, the economic, and the cultural—have evolved and why they need to be reintegrated and 
merged with environmental citizenship. The consumption and identity aspects of culture have 
surged in recent times to the cost of the two earlier types of citizenship and without sufficient links 
to the environmental'. The keynote draws on earlier books, The Well-Tempered Self: Citizenship, 
Culture, and the Postmodern Subject (The Johns Hopkins UP, 1993), and Cultural Citizenship: 
Cosmopolitanism, Consumerism, and Television in a Neoliberal Age (Temple UP, 2007) and 
numerous keynotes given on this topic in the US and Latin America on similar subjects. 

 
8) Rethinking Media and Development in Africa, Winston Mano, Director of African Media Centre 
and course leader of the MA in Media and Development, University of Westminster 

 
The imperative to rethink the relationship between media and development is premised on the 

unprecedented changes to both media and society. Not only has the emergence of new information 
technologies such as mobile phones transformed the role and effectiveness of the media but it has 
also coincided with local and wider transformations, all of which have implications for 
development themes. In post-independence Africa many development questions remain 
unanswered. Part of the problem is the continuing failure of thinkers and practitioners to deal with 
change in the broader context of old and new paradigms that inform development policy-making 
on the continent. There are also new questions about the role of “new” and “old” media; public and 
private media as well as the changing development intentions of the state, business, civil society 
groups, regional bodies, continental institutions and international actors. The increased role of 
China in Africa and the rise of BRICS are renewing debates about South-South and North-South 
media-led development options. There are also questions about how development initiatives use 
media and communication through participation. The paper is interested in broadly rethinking 
media-related developmental alternatives available to Africa in the digital and global age. 



Our partners: 
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