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	Executive summary

	
This paper sets out a proposed minor update to Senate Regulation 15 Undergraduate Programmes (current version here) and Senate Regulation 17 Postgraduate Programmes (current version here).

It is proposed that the requirement for a Bachelors or Integrated Masters programmes to include a major project/dissertation module in Stage 3 is eased. It is expected that many programmes will continue to offer a project or dissertation as either a core or elective module but for some disciplines, particularly more numerate subjects, and for some students with particular learning styles the inclusion of a compulsory project/dissertation may be barrier to progression.

It is also proposed that this requirement for Postgraduate programmes is reworded to refer to normally including the option of a major project/dissertation. The proposal for Stage 4 of an Integrated Masters shall be in line with this.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
For ease of review, track changes have been used in this paper (page 7 for UG and page 13 for PG).


	Action(s) required from the Committee:
	
A. Endorse the update and recommend that AGC approve it




The table below outlines which committees/groups have already seen the report and the resulting outcome/action from discussions.
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	REGULATION 15 UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
	
GUIDANCE NOTES

	1.
	Candidates for the:

· Certificate of Higher Education
· Diploma of Higher Education
· Foundation Degree
· Degree of Bachelor of Science
· Bachelor of Engineering, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Law, Bachelor of Music, Bachelor of Midwifery (which may also be referred to collectively as Bachelors degrees)
· Master of European Business, Master of Engineering, Master of Mathematics, Master of Optometry or Master of Science (MSci) (which may also be referred to collectively as Integrated Masters degrees)

shall satisfy the conditions set out in the offer of a place on the appropriate programme.
	These Guidance Notes are maintained by relevant Committees of Senate. Their purpose is to provide current advice on the use and interpretation of the Regulations and they explain the background to the Regulations. The Notes take the form of comments situated alongside the sections of the Regulations to which they refer.

Detailed guidance on procedures should be sought from the Quality Manual.

	2.
	The Certificate of Higher Education, Diploma of Higher Education, Foundation Degree, Degree of Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Engineering, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Law, Bachelor of Music, Bachelor of Midwifery, Master of European Business, Master of Engineering, Master of Mathematics, Master of Optometry or Master of Science (MSci) may be awarded to candidates who have pursued an appropriate programme of academic study, or academic study combined with professional training, have satisfied the assessors in the prescribed assessments, and have fulfilled any other requirements laid down by City, University of London.
	

	3.
	The awards listed in clause 2 of this Regulation may be supplemented by the addition of a named award title as outlined in the relevant Programme Specification under which the award is made. Where two or more disciplinary specialisms feature in the named award title, there should be an appropriate balance of credit from each subject area. For instance, approximately equal balance for a joint (A and B) title and, for major/minor (A with B) titles, the minor discipline accounts for at least a quarter of the programme but normally less than half and the major discipline accounts for half or more of the programme.

Where more than one named award title is outlined in the relevant Programme Specification, there shall be tangible and explicit differentiation in programme aims, content and/or structure that is specific to each named award. Depending on the scale of differentiation, separate Programme Specifications may be necessary.
	The University Programme Approval Committee will ultimately confirm the appropriateness of award title(s).




	4.
	A Certificate of Higher Education may be awarded classified as a pass or with Merit or with Distinction.

	5.
	A Diploma of Higher Education may be awarded classified as a pass or with Merit or with Distinction.

	6.
	A Foundation Degree may be awarded classified as a pass or with Merit or with Distinction.

	7.
	A Bachelor’s Degree may be awarded as an Honours Degree, classified as First Class Honours, Second Class Honours (divided into an upper and lower division) and Third Class Honours, and as an Ordinary Degree as a pass or with Merit or with Distinction.

	8.
	A Master of Mathematics Degree is an Honours Degree and is classified as First Class Honours, Second Class Honours (divided into an upper and lower division) and Third Class Honours.

	9.
	A Master of Engineering Degree is an Honours Degree and is classified as First Class Honours or Second Class Honours (divided into an upper and lower division).

	10.
	A Master of European Business is a degree awarded in conjunction with an appropriate Bachelor’s degree and is classified as a pass or with Merit or with Distinction.

	11.
	A Master of Optometry Degree is an Honours Degree and is classified as First Class Honours or Second Class Honours (divided into an upper and lower division).

	12.
	A Master of Science (MSci) Degree is an Honours Degree and is classified as First Class Honours or Second Class Honours (divided into an upper and lower division).

	13.
	PROGRAMMES OF STUDY




	
	(a)	Each Programme of Study leading to a Certificate of Higher Education, Diploma of Higher Education, Foundation Degree, Degree of Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Engineering, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Law, Bachelor of Music, Bachelor of Midwifery, Master of European Business, Master of Engineering or Master of Mathematics shall be governed by a Programme Scheme approved by Senate. Individual cases for variation from the Programme Scheme must be set out in a special scheme of study approved by Senate. The powers of the Senate in relation to the development of programme schemes are delegated to the appropriate Board of Studies, and the approval of such schemes to the President, subject to such report being made as the Senate may require. However, the Board of Studies or the President may, at its discretion, refer matters to Senate for discussion. The appropriate Board of Studies, subject to these Regulations and within policies laid down by Senate, shall regulate the procedures for consideration of applications to programmes of study.
	Where Boards of Studies delegate powers to Programme Directors or other individuals or groups, this must be explicit and recorded in the minutes of the Board of Studies.

	
	(b) The Programme Scheme shall comprise the Programme Specification, the Module Specifications and such other documents as may be required by the Credit Framework.
(c) Programmes of Study shall conform to the requirements of the University Credit Framework.
	

	14.
	REGISTRATION AND ATTENDANCE
	

	
	students shall register on a Programme of Study.
(b) The period of registration, in addition to a foundation year if any, shall be as set out in the Programme Scheme, subject to the following minima:

(i) The period of academic study of a Programme leading to a Certificate of Higher Education shall in total normally be not less than one academic year.

(ii) The period of academic study of a Programme leading to a Diploma of Higher Education shall in total normally be not less than two academic years.
(iii) The period of academic study of a Programme leading to a Foundation Degree shall in total normally be not less than two academic years.
(iv) The period of academic study of a Programme leading to a Degree of Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Engineering, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Law, Bachelor of Music or Bachelor of Midwifery shall in total normally be not less
than three academic years.
	The foundation year is defined in City University's Credit Framework. It may be either Year 0 of an Undergraduate Degree programme or a freestanding foundation year.

In the first case the foundation year forms one Programme Stage of an Undergraduate Degree programme route normally entitled BSc/BEng/etc in subject with Foundation Year

The requirements to pass will be as detailed in the Programme Specification, and if these are different from those as stated in the Assessment Regulations for undergraduate programmes, then an exception to the Regulations will be required.




	
	



(v) The period of academic study of a Programme leading to a Degree of Master of European Business, Master of Engineering, Master of Mathematics, Master of Optometry or Master of Science (MSci) shall in total normally be not less than four academic years.
	The requirements to progress will be as detailed in the Programme Specification. A student exiting from their programme after completion of a foundation year will receive a transcript detailing their achievement.

Freestanding foundation years may require a qualification to be awarded. This can be effected through C2.5 - Certificates outside Graduate, Graduate and Postgraduate programmes.

	(c) Candidates who have pursued appropriate studies in this or another institution or who possess appropriate qualifications or experience may be exempted from a part of the period of academic study.
(i) The authority to grant exemptions shall rest with the Senate but decisions on individual cases shall normally be taken by the Head of Department, or Dean of School concerned.

	
	(ii)	In such cases the calculation of the final Certificate, Diploma or Degree result shall normally be based only on the modules delivered and assessed by the University. The classification of the final award will normally relate solely to those modules and this will be reflected in the Programme Scheme.
	
The Head of Department, Dean of School or Director of Institute may delegate responsibility for decisions assigned to them throughout these Regulations to the Programme Director. Such delegation must be explicit and recorded in the minutes of the Board of Studies. See the Interruption of Studies section of the Assessment Regulation 19, and Interruption of Studies Policy for further details.

	(d)	A candidate shall not interrupt his or her Programme except with the permission of the Head of Department or Dean of School and in accordance with the Interruption of Studies regulation (4.19 of the Senate Regulation 19 – Assessment Regulations)
	

	15.
	
PATTERN OF ASSESSMENT
	

	
	(a) Learning outcomes shall be assessed as prescribed in the Module Specifications.
	

	
	(b) Permission to progress through the Programme shall be determined by the consideration of results obtained by a student in the assessment of a defined set of modules known as a Programme Stage of a Programme. For programmes that include a foundation year, the number of Programme Stages specified below shall be increased by one Programme Stage.
	A Programme Stage may contain Modules at more than one Level. The Part defines a progression point in a Programme.




	(i) In a Programme leading to a Certificate of Higher Education there shall be one Programme Stage. The results shall be considered by the Assessment Board for the corresponding Bachelor’s Degree Programme.
(ii) In a Programme leading to a Diploma of Higher Education there shall be two Programme Stages. The results shall be considered by the Assessment Board for the corresponding Bachelor’s Degree Programme.
(iii) In a Programme leading to a Foundation Degree there shall be two Programme Stages.
(iv) In a Programme leading to a Bachelor’s Degree there shall be three Programme Stages.

	(v) In a Programme leading to an Integrated Masters degreethere shall be four Programme Stages. The Programme Stages 1 and 2 shall be identical to the Programme Stages 1 and 2 of the corresponding Bachelor’s Degree and the results shall be considered by the Assessment Boards for those Degree Programmes.

	

(c) The Assessments for each Programme Stage of each Programme shall be held at such times as shall be specified in the Programme Scheme.




	
	(d) For each Programme which has more than one Programme Stage:

· a student must pass or be exempted from the Programme Stage1 Assessment before taking the Programme Stage2 Assessment, and
· must pass or be exempted from the Programme Stage2 Assessment before taking the Programme Stage3 Assessment, and
· in the case of an Integrated Masters degree a student must also pass or be exempted from the Programme Stage3 Assessment before taking the Programme Stage4 Assessment;

except that an Assessment Board may permit a student who is resitting (see Regulation 19) to proceed to the Assessment of the next Programme Stage where the resit(s) in a particular Programme Stage cannot be satisfied before that Assessment is to be taken.
	

	



16.
	



STRUCTURE OF ASSESSMENTS
	

	
	(a)	The purpose of assessment is to enable the student to demonstrate that he or she has fulfilled the Learning Outcomes of a Module and has achieved the required standard for the Award. To achieve this a wide range of types of assessment may be employed appropriate to the subject area. The overall diet of assessment shall be defined in the Programme Scheme and this shall ensure an appropriate volume of assessment for the level of Award.
	No distinction is made between types of assessment. The range of assessment methods used should be appropriate to the subject area. All assessment is intended to demonstrate that the Learning Outcomes for a Module or Programme have been achieved and should be applied with due rigour, reasonable steps having been taken to ensure that the work assessed is that of the candidate.




	
	The Programme Stage 3 Assessment for Bachelor’s Degrees and the Programme Stages 3 and 4 Assessments of an Integrated Masters degree shall normally include a major project assessment.

Programme Stage 3 of a Bachelor’s or Integrated Masters degree may include the option of a major project/dissertation element in the assessment, where it is appropriate, but there is no requirement for programmes to have such an element. Programme Stage 4 of an Integrated Masters degree should include the option of a major project/dissertation element in the assessment.


(b) The Programme Scheme shall specify how the marks obtained shall be used to calculate an Overall Aggregate (expressed as a percentage) to be used in assessing the award of the qualification, provided that:
(i) For the Diploma of Higher Education at least 65% comes from the Programme Stage 2 Assessment.

(ii) For Foundation Degrees at least 65% comes from the Programme Stage 2 Assessment.
	All Honours degree programmes should include a major project/dissertation element in the assessment.


Those responsible for the design and approval of programmes should consider appropriate assessment loading.

	
	(iii) For Bachelor’s Degrees:
(a) at least 50% comes from the Programme Stage 3 Assessment. and
(b) not more than 15% comes from the Programme Stage 1 Assessment.

(iv) For Integrated Masters Degrees at least two thirds of the final result comes from Programme Stages 3 and 4 combined.
	
Those designing and reviewing programmes are invited to consider lowering this requirement to 40% for an Ordinary degree. Approval for this should be sought via the University’s Programme Regulation Procedure available at: http://www.city.ac.uk/acdev/dps/exceptions_template.doc

	
17.
	
ASSESSMENTS
	

	
	All candidates for the Certificate of Higher Education, Diploma of Higher Education, Foundation Degree, Bachelor’s Degrees, and Integrated Masters Degrees shall be assessed in accordance with the City, University of London Assessment Regulations.
	

	18.
	TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION
A candidate registered for a Programme of Study may transfer to another Programme of Study in his or her own or another Department or School subject to the agreement of the appropriate Head(s) of Department and Dean(s) of School(s).
	The Head of Department, Dean of School or Director of Institute may delegate responsibility for decisions assigned to them throughout these Regulations to the Programme Director. Such delegation must be explicit and recorded in the minutes of the Board of Studies.




	19.
	Any Exceptions to the above regulations must be submitted via the University Programme Regulation procedure and approved by Senate. Where such approval has been given, the Regulations as set out in the Programme Scheme shall prevail.
	Approval for exceptions to these regulations should be sought via the University Programme Regulation procedure.

The Programme Scheme is the definitive document for the programme and incorporates the Programme Specification and the Module Specifications for all
Modules in the Programme.

	
	These Regulations should be read in conjunction with the University’s Credit Framework and accompanying Guidance Notes.
	

	
	Approved: 30 October 2002
Updated: 13.08.04 (foundation year added); 27.09.06 (to correct MEB classification) Approved as a regulation (Senate) 4.04.07
Updated by Senate: 08.07.15 (to include Master of Optometry and Master of Science (MSci) awards)
Updated by Senate (18.05.16 following approval 24.08.16) to update terminology to align with the revised Regulation 19 - Assessment Regulations for 2016/17
Updated by Senate: (14.07.21): to include clause 3 on award title naming conventions
Updated by Senate (15.12.21): to include Bachelor of Midwifery award




	
	
[bookmark: REGULATION_17][bookmark: POSTGRADUATE_PROGRAMMES]REGULATION 17 POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
	

	
	
	[bookmark: A_Master_of_Research_is_classified_as_a_]GUIDANCE NOTES

	1.
	Candidates for the Postgraduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma, Master of Science, Master of Arts, Master of Business Administration, Master of Composition, Master of Fine Arts, Master of Health Management, Master of Innovation, Master of Law (Taught), Master of Leadership, Master of Music, Master of Music Therapy, Master of Music Performance, Master of Performance, Master of Public Health, Master of Research and Magister Juris shall satisfy the relevant programme entrance requirements.
	A Master of Research is classified as a postgraduate taught programme when more than 50% of the credits of the programme relate to taught content.
Otherwise, see Regulation 23 (Master’s Degrees by Research)

	2.
	The Postgraduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma, Master of Science, Master of Arts, Master of Business Administration, Master of Composition, Master of Fine Arts, Master of Health Management, Master of Innovation, Master of Law (Taught), Master of Leadership, Master of Music, Master of Music Therapy, Master of Music Performance, Master of Performance, Master of Public Health, Master of Research and Magister Juris may be awarded to candidates who have pursued an appropriate programme of academic study, or academic study combined with professional training, have satisfied the assessors in the prescribed assessments, and have fulfilled any other requirements laid down by City, University of London.
	

	3.
	The awards listed in clause 2 of this Regulation may be supplemented by the addition of a named award title as outlined in the relevant Programme Specification under which the award is made. Where two or more disciplinary specialisms feature in the named award title, there should be an appropriate balance of credit from each subject area. For instance, approximately equal balance for a joint (A and
B) title and, for major/minor (A with B) titles, the minor discipline accounts for at least a quarter of the programme but normally less than half and the major discipline accounts for half or more of the programme.

Where more than one named award title is outlined in the relevant Programme Specification, there shall be tangible and explicit differentiation in programme aims, content and/or structure that is specific to each named award. Depending on the scale of differentiation, separate Programme Specifications may be necessary.
	[bookmark: The_University_Programme_Approval_Commit]The University Programme Approval Committee will ultimately confirm the appropriateness of award title(s).

	4.
	Postgraduate programmes shall be programmes of advanced level study which have been approved by Senate.
	

	5.
	A Postgraduate Certificate or Postgraduate Diploma programme may be either specifically designed for that award or may consist of a specified section of another postgraduate programme of the University as approved by Senate.
	



 (
Senate Regulation 17
)

	6.
	A Postgraduate Certificate may be awarded classified as a pass or with Merit or with Distinction.
	

	7.
	A Postgraduate Diploma may be awarded classified as a pass or with Merit or with Distinction.
	

	8.
	A Master’s Degree may be awarded classified as a pass or with Merit or with Distinction.
	Approval for exceptions to these regulations should be sought via the University Programme Regulations
procedure.




	[bookmark: 9.]9.	PROGRAMMES OF STUDY
	

	(a) Each Programme of Study leading to a Postgr Science, Master of Arts, Master of Business A Fine Arts, Master of Health Management, Mas Leadership, Master of Music, Master of Music Performance, Master of Public Health, Master by a Programme Scheme approved by Senate

(b) Individual cases for variance from the Program study approved by Senate. The powers of the programme schemes are delegated to the app schemes to) the Deputy President and Provos may require. However, the Board of Studies o discretion, refer matters to Senate for discussi these Regulations and within policies laid dow consideration of applications to programmes of

(c) The Programme Scheme shall comprise the P and such other documents as may be required

(d) Programmes of Study shall conform with the re Framework.
	aduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma, Master of	The Programme Scheme incorporates dministration, Master of Composition, Master of	the Programme Specification and the ter of Innovation, Master of Law (Taught), Master of	Modules Specifications for all Modules Therapy, Master of Music Performance, Master of	in the Programme.
of Research and Magister Juris shall be governed
.

me Scheme must be set out in a special scheme of	Special Schemes of Study forms can Senate in relation to the development of	be found online at:
ropriate Board of Studies and the approval of such	http://www.city.ac.uk/about/education/q t, subject to such report being made as the Senate	uality-manual/3-programme-
r the Deputy President and Provost may, at their	development-approval-and- on. The appropriate Board of Studies, subject to	amendment
n by Senate, shall regulate the procedures for study.

rogramme Specification, the Module Specifications
by the Credit Framework.	City’s Credit Framework: http://www.city.ac.uk/about/education/q
quirements of the City, University of London Credit	uality-manual/3-programme-
development-approval-and- amendment

Where Boards of Studies delegate powers to Programme Directors or other individuals or groups, this must be explicit and recorded in the minutes of the Board of Studies.

	


[bookmark: 10.]10.	PATTERN AND STRUCTURE OF ASSESSMENT
	




	(a) The purpose of assessment is to enable the st Learning Outcomes of a Module and has achie achieve this a wide range of types of assessm area. The overall diet of assessment shall be ensure an appropriate volume of assessment f
	[bookmark: No_distinction_is_made_between_types_of_]udent to demonstrate that he or she has fulfilled the	No distinction is made between types ved the required standard for the Award. To	of assessment. The range of
ent may be employed appropriate to the subject		assessment methods used should be defined in the Programme Scheme and this shall		appropriate to the subject area.  All or the level of Award.	assessment is intended to
demonstrate that the Learning Outcomes for a Module or Programme have been achieved and should be applied with due rigour, reasonable steps having been taken to ensure that the work assessed is that of the candidate.

	(b) All learning outcomes will be assessed and th programmes shall be specified in the Program
	[bookmark: Those_responsible_for_the_design_and_app]e prescribed assessment for all postgraduate	Those responsible for the design and me Scheme approved by Senate.	approval of programmes should
consider appropriate assessment loading.

	(c) Requirements for the overall Assessment for
(i) That a candidate shall be assessed by suc Specifications, including dissertation or pro the Programme Scheme.
(ii) Unless otherwise specified in the Program assessment, dissertation or project and ora
	[bookmark: All_Master’s_degree_programmes_should_in]Master’s Degree programmes are:	All Master’s degree programmes
h methods as are set out in the Module	should normally include the option of a major ject and oral examination where this is required by	project/dissertation element in the
assessment

me Scheme approved by Senate, written l examination shall be in English.

	(c) The schedule of assessment and meetings of Programme Scheme.
	[bookmark: Though_there_are_no_‘Programme_Stages’_i]Boards of Examiners shall be specified in the	Though there are no ‘Programme
Stages’ in Postgraduate level programmes, other progression points may be identified in the Programme Specification. These may be particularly useful for part-time study.

	

[bookmark: 11.]11.	ASSESSMENTS
	




	
	All candidates for the Postgraduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma, Master of Science, Master of Arts, Master of Business Administration, Master of Composition, Master of Fine Arts, Master of Health Management, Master of Innovation, Master of Law (Taught), Master of Leadership, Master of Music, Master of Music Therapy, Master of Music Performance, Master of Performance, Master of Public Health, Master of Research and Magister Juris shall be assessed in accordance with the City, University of London Assessment Regulations.
	[bookmark: Assessment_Regulations_can_be_found_at_][bookmark: http://www.city.ac.uk/about/education/ac][bookmark: (Regulation_19)]Assessment Regulations can be found at http://www.city.ac.uk/about/education/a cademic-services/senate-regulations (Regulation 19)

	[bookmark: 12.]12.
	TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION
	

	
	A candidate registered for a Programme of Study may transfer to another Programme of Study in his or her own or another Department or School subject to the agreement of the appropriate Head(s) of Department and Dean(s) of School(s).
	[bookmark: The_Head_of_Department,_Dean_of_School_o]The Head of Department, Dean of School or Director of Institute may delegate responsibility for decisions assigned to them throughout these Regulations to the Programme Director. Such delegation must be
[bookmark: 13.]explicit and recorded in the minutes of the Board of Studies.

	13.
	Any Exceptions to the above regulations must be submitted via the University Programme Regulations procedure and approved by Senate. Where such approval has been given, the Regulations as set out in the Programme Scheme shall prevail.
	

	These Regulations should be read in conjunction with the City, University of London’s Credit Framework and accompanying Guidance Notes.
	

	
	
Reapproved as a Senate Regulation 04.04.07. Amended 10.03.10, 27.06.12, 26.06.13.

Updated by Senate (18.05.16 following approval 24.08.16) to update terminology to align with the revised Regulation 19 - Assessment Regulations for 2016/17
Updated by Senate (14.07.21): to include clause 3 on award title naming conventions
	




