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Research Degrees Individual Examiner’s Preliminary Report – Doctor of Philosophy (or equivalent)
The External and Internal Examiner(s) are asked to forward a completed copy of this report independently to the School/Departmental Research Administrator at least 7 days before the viva voce examination.  
The Examiners are asked to bring a copy of the completed preliminary report to the oral examination and to discuss the contents of each report with each other before seeing the candidate. The report will form part of a discussion which will enable the Examiners to plan the structure of the oral examination and ensure that all relevant issues are addressed appropriately.  
The preliminary report will not be released to the candidate unless specifically requested under the terms of the University’s Data Protection Act
Before completing this form, please refer to the guidance on the Framework for Research Degree Provision and the Duties of an examiner.
	Name of Candidate:
	Institute/School



	Student Id Number:



	Title of Thesis/publications :



	Date of Report:




	The purpose of this report is to obtain an independent view from the examiners before the viva voce examination. The aim of the viva voce is to provide the candidate with the opportunity to defend the thesis and for the Examiners to judge the merits of the case. Each Examiner is required to make an independent preliminary report and provisional recommendation on the thesis and to forward it to the School/Departmental Research Administrator at least 7 days before the viva voce examination. If the examiners have any queries about the thesis which they wish to raise in advance of the oral examination, please contact the Chair of the viva. If there are any queries about the University Regulations please contact Chair/nominee in the first instance.  Please note that all matters relating to the examination are confidential and examiners should not contact any third party, other than the Chair or nominee.

Note: Where a candidate has completed a formally assessed programme of course work, the result of the assessment must be communicated to the Examiner of the thesis. 



	1.          Name of collaborating establishment, if any:



	2.          Name of *External/Internal Examiner:

            (*delete as appropriate)



	3.          Report of the Examiner on the thesis and any published work submitted



	             Is the abstract of the thesis submitted acceptable?

(Please see Section 5. f) of the University’s Regulations on the Physical Format, Binding and       Retention of Theses) 



	               In the case of a candidate whose research programme is part of a collaborative group project, does the thesis indicate clearly the individual’s contribution and the extent of the collaboration?



	               In your view does the thesis show evidence of independent effort?

	4           Examiner’s Report

	Summary of issues to be addressed in the viva voce (if you wish to attach a longer report please do so):


	(If applicable) Report of the Examiners on the part of the examination process involving creative practice (if this has already happened before the submission of the written thesis) This needs to have been approved in the examination arrangements; a report on the candidate's performance should be given below giving details of the event/s.



	5
Provisional Recommendation

	Note:  If the Examiner wishes to suspend judgement until after the oral examination this should be stated below.   If the candidate's performance in the oral examination is such as to necessitate an amendment to the recommendation made on this form, the final recommendation should be stated on the joint examiners report



	The thesis is not acceptable and I recommend to Senate that the candidate be exempt from the oral examination in accordance with clause 11(i) of the University’s regulations for Doctoral Programmes.


	I recommend that the candidate should now defend the thesis by means of a formal examination (viva voce)  




	Examiners' declarations:

	We individually declare that we do not have any connection with the candidate, the supervisors, the research described in the work submitted or (external examiner only) with the University, which might impair our ability to make a fair and impartial assessment of the candidate's work. 



	External examiner

	Signature
	Print name
	Date

	
	
	

	Internal examiner

	Signature
	Print name
	Date

	
	
	

	Second internal/external examiner, if appointed (please delete as appropriate)

	Signature
	Print name
	Date

	
	
	

	


Please ensure that a copy of this report is sent to the Chair or Research Degrees Administrator at least 7 days before the viva voce examination.
Appendix 1
Examiners Independent Preliminary report – PhD (or equivalent)
1.
Report of the Examiner on the thesis and any published work submitted

(a)
The criteria for the award of a PhD are indicated below and should be used as a basis for this 
report. Please also refer to the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications for information 
on the requirements of a Doctoral degree. 

(b)
Are you satisfied that the candidate has demonstrated the following?

i)
the creation and interpretation of new knowledge through original research or other 


advanced scholarship, of a quality to satisfy peer review, extend the forefront of the 


discipline and merit publication;

ii)
a systematic acquisition and understanding of a substantial body of knowledge which 


is at the forefront of an academic discipline or an area of professional practice;

iii)
the general ability to conceptualise, design and implement a project for the generation 


of new knowledge, applications or understanding at the forefront of the discipline, and 


to adjust the project design in the light of unforeseen problems;

iv)
a detailed understanding of applicable techniques for research and advanced 



academic enquiry;
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