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This workshop aims to further develop better understanding of the sinews and agencies of American 
power by focusing on the significance of elites – corporate, intellectual, political, ethno-racial, 
military, and other. That elite power is back on the intellectual and political agenda of the US, 
Europe and much of the rest of the world is clear – the financial economic excesses of neoliberalism 
brought home that message in 2008, as well as the relatively speedy ‘return to normalcy’ of the 
banking culture that led to the crisis; the Iraq war brought into sharp relief the gap between neo-
conservative foreign policy elites, and their liberal interventionist allies, and the general publics of 
many countries; the power of money in the 2012 US elections showed once again, the significance of 
Wall Street rather than Main Street in the voices that really matter in American democracy; and the 
rise of transnational elites continues to make inroads into political democracy in the West and shape 
international relations across the globe. 

Yet, in the face of all this, mainstream political science and international relations remain almost 
silent on the question of elite power per se – in theoretical terms let alone in terms of political 
significance in democratic political systems. It is now over 50 years since the death of C. Wright Mills 
and longer since his ground-breaking book, The Power Elite, that punctured what he called the Great 
American Celebration of the 1950s – a culture narcissistically self-congratulatory, inward looking and 
callously violent, attached to a “military definition of reality”. It is 50 years since President Dwight 
Eisenhower, having presided over the building of a garrison state, warned of the dangers to 
democracy of a “military-industrial complex”. It is 50 years since Dr King’s definitive ‘I have a Dream’ 
speech which in conjunction with the Civil Rights Movement provided critical space for the 
diversification of America’s political class.  

Clearly, matters have moved on in quantum leaps since then: globalisation, cosmopolitanism, 
neoliberalism, lone superpower status, and a hi-tech military that is more lethal in both hardware 
and software than any seen in world history – and more densely networked and interlocked with 
other key elite institutions and mindsets than ever before. 

This workshop aims to provide a forum for serious theoretical, methodological and empirical 
discussion of American elite power – its raison d’etre, identity profile, institutions, powers and 
interconnections with academia, corporations – national and transnational - and the state. The 
workshop features leading scholars including Leslie Sklair (LSE), Kees van der Pijl (Sussex), John 
Ikenberry (Princeton/Oxford), Thomas Dye (Florida), Bastiaan van Apeldoorn (Free University, 
Amsterdam), Nana deGraaf (Free University, Amsterdam), Nicolas Guilhot (NYU). Ketan Patel, head 
of Global Pacific Capital and former MD at Goldman Sachs will provide an inside look at the workings 
of corporate power today. 



We aim not only to interrogate the character of elite power in US foreign policy but also to develop 
an entirely new dynamic and multifaceted research agenda which will place elite studies right back 
into the centre of political scientific, foreign policy and IR analysis. Hence, it is intended that the best 
papers presented shall be published in a leading academic journal, most likely International Politics.  

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME  

9.15-10: registration; tea/coffee 

10-12: Panel on Corporate Power and US Foreign Policy 

Bastiaan van Apeldoorn/Nana deGraaff (VU, Amsterdam), US Corporate Networks and USFP 

Ketan Patel (Global Pacific Capital), How US Corporate Power Works in War and Peace 

Leslie Sklair (LSE), US Corporate-Elite Power and the Transnational Capitalist Class 

12-1: LUNCH 

1-3: Panel on Elite and Structural Power 

Herman Schwartz (Virginia/City UL), America’s Structural Advantage and the International Order 

Kees van der Pijl (Sussex), Elites and Transnational Capitalism  

Nana deGraaff (VU, Amsterdam), US Elite Networks and Emerging Powers 

TEA 

3-3.30: TEA  

3.30-5.30: Panel on Elitism, US Foreign Policy and the World 

Mark Ledwidge (Canterbury) and Inderjeet Parmar (City UL; Princeton), Race, Class and the USFP 
Establishment 

Oz Hassan (Warwick), The US, Middle East and Elite Power 

Thomas Dye (Florida), Who’s Running America? The Obama Reign 

WINE RECEPTION followed by Speakers’ Dinner 

 


