
 

Pro-Chancellor, today we are delighted to award The Right Honourable The Lord Mayor 

Alderman David Wootton an honorary degree from City University London. Our honorary 

graduates are those who have achieved international academic distinction or held major 

leadership roles nationally or globally in the areas of business and the professions that the 

University serves and are considered to be appropriate role models for our students. 

Alderman David Wootton more than fulfils these criteria. In addition to his long and 

distinguished career in the legal profession David has provided dedicated service to the City of 

London and its people in many different ways for more than thirty years.   

 

Alderman Wootton became the 684th Lord Mayor of London in November 2011, assuming 

an office eight centuries old with – to use his own words – ‘the weight of expectation created 

by having 683 predecessors.’ 

 

David was born in Yorkshire in 1950 and educated at Bradford Grammar School and Jesus 

College, Cambridge, where he read Classics and Law. He became a Partner at Allen & 

Overy in 1979 and advises on compliance and regulation in corporate governance.  He is a 

committee member of the City of London Law Society and Chairman of the City of London 

Branch of the Institute of Directors. 

 

David is a passionate advocate of the Livery movement and is a member of many Livery 

Companies. He has served as a Past Master of the Worshipful Company of Fletchers; 

Senior Warden of the Worshipful Company of Solicitors; Court Assistant of the Information 

Technologists and the Glaziers; and Liveryman of the Clockmakers and the Bowyers.  He is 

also Vice-Chairman of the Langbourn Ward Club and a member of the Guild of Freemen, the 



City of London branch of the Royal Society of St George, the United Wards Club and 

President of the Society of Young Freemen.   

 

David’s extensive portfolio of voluntary work reflects his lifelong interest in education and his 

commitment to improve the lives of those living in London. He is a Governor of the Guildhall 

School of Music and Drama and an Almoner of Christ’s Hospital. He is also a Governor of 

King Edward’s School, Witley and of the City of London Academy in Southwark.  He is a 

Trustee of the St Paul’s Cathedral School Foundation and of the Lord Mayor’s 800th 

Anniversary Trust.  And Trustee and Chairman of the Audit Committee of the King’s Fund, 

Chairman of the Trustees of the Charles Dickens Museum and a member of the oversight 

committee of the Royal College of Surgeons.  He also sits as a City magistrate.   

 

As Lord Mayor of London David is the global ambassador for the UK’s financial, professional 

and business services industries. The Lord Mayor serves and represents the City of London 

at home and abroad, as an unpaid, independent ambassador  and thereby one of the UK’s 

most important representatives. His ambassadorial role is particularly important in 2012, the 

year of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the London Olympic Games. 

 

 

This year David will promote British expertise and British services in our key export markets, 

helping to create jobs, growth and prosperity at home.  He has recently returned from Turkey 

and will soon be heading for Saudi Arabia and the Gulf, then Australia and New Zealand in 

March.  He and his team have also worked with colleagues in Moscow to develop the market 

mechanisms required to become a global financial centre. By the end of his year in office he 

will have visited 24 countries and travelled in excess of 200,000 miles.    



 

David’s key message for his year as Lord Mayor of London concerns the UK’s future and the 

part the City of London plays in it.  The City, he believes, must prove itself fit for the future.  It 

must be trusted and valued.   ‘Where we have got things wrong’, he says, ‘we will put them 

right – and be seen to put them right.’ 

 

David is keen to highlight the City as an economic force:  for every job created in financial 

services, at least one more is created elsewhere.  David will champion the crucial role 

Britain’s manufacturing industry plays, beyond the City, in providing hundreds of thousands 

of jobs and making products which are prized the world over for their innovation and quality.   

 

David is determined to strengthen the City’s connection with the wider community by 

providing training in City firms for bright young people from neighbouring boroughs and 

those on the margins of society, supporting people when they are most in need. This will 

include highlighting the City’s support for innovative, high technology industries concentrated 

near the City, an area stretching from Shoreditch to Stratford and strengthening investment, 

especially by increasing the number of Business Angels.  

  

The Mayor’s own Appeal in this Olympic year will encourage us all to be ‘fit for the future’ in 

many different ways: 

• better emergency medical facilities through the Trauma Centre located at the newly 

re-developed Royal London Hospital; 

 

 



• Better health opportunities through two rowing charities, London Youth Rowing and 

the Rowing Foundation (rowing has been David’s passion from a very early age).  

 

• Better lives and better opportunities for children the world over through ‘Futures for 

Kids’.  

 

• Better access to open spaces and sporting facilities through ‘Fields in Trust’ 

committed to securing the future of two thousand and twelve outdoor spaces as a 

permanent legacy of London 2012 and Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee year.   

 

In David’s own words: ‘Times have changed, but we in the City know our responsibilities and 

our vital connections – to industry, to those in need and to our nation.  We cherish this role – 

and I, as Lord Mayor, will do everything I can to strengthen it ‘ 

 

I am sure that you will agree that it is difficult to think of a more worthy person to receive an 

honorary degree in recognition of his lifelong service to the City of London.  

 

It is my great honour and privilege to present the Right Honourable The Lord Mayor 

Alderman David Wootton for the degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa. 
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