
Item 12 
Senate 12.10.16 

 

Institutional Partnership with City and Islington College 

Summary 

City, University of London entered into a partnership with City and Islington College in 2002/03 
to offer Foundation Degrees and Foundation Years enabling students who do not meet City’s 
entry requirements progression to undergraduate programmes on successful completion of 
their foundation-level study. 

The partnership was designated as an Institutional Partnership in March 2006 following 
agreement by Senate to establish a framework to provide a cross-institution approach to the 
management of quality and standards for collaborative provision provided by partners that 
spanned more than one School or discipline area. 

The quality and standards of these programmes have been overseen by a Course Board 
reporting to Validation and Institutional Partnerships Committee in line with City’s framework 
for Validation and Institutional Partnerships.  The number of programmes associated with the 
partnership has reduced in recent years and the current governance arrangements are no 
longer considered to be appropriate for the size and diversity of the remaining provision. 

Following discussion at Validation and Institutional Partnerships Committee in October 2015, 
subsequent meetings with City and Islington College and the Deans of SHS and SMCSE, and 
discussion by Academic Governance Committee in September 2016, it is proposed that the 
partnership with City and Islington College be re-designated from an Institutional Partnership 
to a School-managed partnership.  

One action required.  

 

Recommended Action 

Senate is asked to approve the recommendation from Academic Governance Committee that 
the partnership with City and Islington College be re-designated as a School-managed 
partnership. 

  

 

  

 
Publication: Open 



2 
 

Institutional Partnership with City and Islington College 

The establishment of Institutional Partnerships as a category of collaborative provision was 
approved by Senate in March 2006.  At that time, Senate approved a framework that enabled 
a cross-institution approach to partnership provision operating at programme and institutional 
level in more than one School or discipline area. This was intended to support consistency 
and efficiency in the oversight of quality and standards and development of the partnership. 

Quality and standards for a partnership that has been designated by Senate as an Institutional 
Partnership is managed through a framework similar to that for validation. A Course Board 
comprising members from City and from the partner institution is responsible for oversight of 
quality and standards and reports to Validation and Institutional Partnerships Committee.   A 
Programme Committee is responsible to the Course Board for the day to day management of 
the programme, bringing together staff and students involved in the programme. 

The University entered into a partnership agreement with City and Islington College in 2002/03 
offering a range of Foundation Degrees and Foundation Years enabling students who do not 
meet City’s entry requirements progression to undergraduate programmes on successful 
completion of their foundation-level study. This relationship was designated as an Institutional 
Partnership by Senate in March 2006.  

Current Provision within the Partnership 

A number of programmes within the partnership with City and Islington College were 
terminated in 2011/12. Now that the remaining cohorts on these terminating programmes have 
completed, only the Foundation Degree Ophthalmic Dispensing and the Foundation Year 
Engineering remain. The University has recently provided notice to the College to terminate 
the Foundation Degree Ophthalmic Dispensing for strategic reasons and the final cohort of 
students is due to complete in 2018/19. 

The Foundation Year Engineering is Year 0 of 4 year or 5 year undergraduate programmes in 
Engineering, offering guaranteed and seamless progression to City if students achieve the 
specified progression criteria. As such, quality and standards oversight for the Foundation 
Year has been located with the SMCSE Board of Studies with the programme represented on 
the Course Board and reports made to the Course Board for information. 

The partnership no longer contains the range of provision that led to the Institutional 
Partnership designation by Senate. The Course Board is now duplicating business that takes 
place at the level of the Programme Committee rather than taking broader oversight across a 
range of programmes. It is therefore proposed that the Course Board be disestablished and 
the partnership be re-designated as a School-managed partnership. This would result in the 
Programme Committee reporting to the relevant Board of Studies. 

Discussions with Staff 

Validation and Institutional Partnerships Committee discussed the governance arrangements 
in October 2015 and supported the proposal to re-designate the partnership as a School-
managed partnership subject to discussions with the College and relevant Deans.  Meetings 
have since been held with the Deans for the School of Mathematics, Computer Science and 
Engineering and the School of Health Sciences.  The Course Board Chair and a representative 
of Student and Academic Services also met with the Head of Higher Education and the Head 
of Optics at City and Islington College. All parties have expressed support for the proposal. 

The proposed changes to the governance arrangements were discussed again following the 
recent decision to terminate the Foundation Degree Ophthalmic Dispensing. It was agreed 
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that they should still proceed as the rationale for re-designation as a School-managed 
partnership was unchanged by the termination decision. 

Academic Governance Committee considered the proposals at its meeting in September 2016 
and agreed to recommend them to Senate for approval. 

Implications for Students  

There should be no implications for students of the proposed changes as there no student 
representation on the Course Board. Student representation on the Programme Committee 
will remain the same with the reporting line changed to the Board of Studies. 

 
Recommendation 

Senate is asked to approve the recommendation from Academic Governance Committee that 
the partnership with City and Islington College be re-designated as a School-managed 
partnership 

 

 

Alison Edridge 
Student and Academic Services 
 
September 2016 


