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Where are you from?
Glasgow, Scotland.

How long have you been at City?
Just over a year – I joined around
Easter 2012.

What does your job involve?
I try to educate young people from
schools and colleges in disadvantaged
areas about the benefits of university.

What encouraged you to become an
environmental champion? 
I really worry about what the human
race is doing to the planet, basically! I
think it is really important for
organisations to make themselves as
sustainable as possible and for people
to be nudged into lifestyles changes at
work that they hopefully then also take
home with them at the end of the day.

If you could change one thing at
City to make it more ‘sustainable’ or
‘environment-friendly’, what would
that be? 
It would be great to see every single
student and staff member cycling to
work. Think how many buses could get
taken off the roads if we did!

What do you enjoy doing in your
free time? 
I like to get outside as much as I can –
running or riding my bike. And then
coming home and cooking enormous
post-exercise meals!

How long have you been at City? 
Six months, since January 2013.

What encouraged you to become an
environmental champion? 
I studied Ecological Sciences at
university, so any opportunity to
improve the environmental credentials
of where I work was something that
really appealed. I think it’s is really
important to try an engage people in
sustainability and environmental issues
and being an environmental champion
has allowed me to do this.

If you could change one thing at
City to make it more ‘sustainable’ or
‘environment-friendly’, what would
that be? 
I think it should be mandatory for
departments to actively seek to reuse
equipment and furniture across the
University before buying anything new.
If something does need to be
purchased, there could be a system in
place to ensure the item is as
sustainable as possible.

What do you enjoy doing in your
free time? 
I spend time going out with my friends
and family outside of work. I love
travelling and surfing when I can!

Upcoming events

National Bike Week 2013
15th-23rd June 2013
Find out more.

Free bike maintenance
Northampton Square
Thursday 20th June (09:00-17:00)
Friday 21st June (09:00-17:00)
Friday 28th June (10:00-14:00)

Free cycle training sign-ups
From levels beginner to advanced.
Northampton Square
Friday 28th June (10:00-14:00)

City awarded a ‘First Class’ award 
in annual Green League

City has earned a First Class Award for the first time in the
People & Planet Green League 2013. City was ranked joint
23rd out of 143 universities and 3rd amongst London
universities in the League, which was unveiled in The
Guardian on Tuesday 11th June. This is an impressive
climb of 36 positions from last year when City earned an
Upper Second Class Award and placed in joint 59th

position.

City scored top scores in the areas of Environmental Policy,
Environmental Auditing, Sustainable Food and Carbon
Reduction. One area where there is room for improvement
is embedding sustainability within teaching and learning: this
will be a priority for City during the 2013/14 academic
year. Over the last three years, the Higher Education
Academy and National Union of Students have conducted
surveys of approximately 11,000 first-year students which
clearly show that around 85 per cent think that "sustainable
development is something that universities should actively
incorporate and promote”.

The People & Planet Green League is the UK’s only
comprehensive and independent assessment and ranking of
the environmental and ethical performance of all
universities. First Class 'degrees' are awarded to the
greenest universities and City is among 43 institutions to
achieve a ‘First’ in 2013. The University has a strategic key
performance indicator (KPI) to achieve at least an Upper
Second Class Award in the Green League, so we have now
exceeded that target, which is evidence of City’s
commitment to continually improve its environmental
performance.

Environmental Management at City

City’s Environmental Sustainability Policy commits the
University to reducing its environmental impacts in a number
of different areas, such as carbon emissions, energy and
water, waste and recycling, travel, food and procurement. All
of these areas are managed and monitored through the
University’s Environmental Management System (EMS)
which is now certified to EcoCampus Platinum and
ISO14001 standards. Underlying and supporting policies, as
well as annual reports showing progress of objectives and
targets set within these areas, can be viewed on the
policies and reports webpage.

Internal auditing forms a key part of the process of
monitoring the EMS. Training and auditing opportunities
exist for staff and students who may be interested in
auditing City’s EMS.  For further details please email the
Environment team.

Expanding the Green Impact scheme at City

Stakeholder engagement is key to City’s continued success
in the Green League. The Green Impact scheme, which is
administered through the National Union of Students (NUS)
and in which City has participated in for the past four years,
offers an excellent opportunity to increase engagement
amongst students and staff.

City is currently working on a bid for the new NUS Students’
Green Fund which, if successful, would result in funding of
up to £300,000 over two years for student-led sustainability
projects. By linking these projects to the Green Impact
scheme, we aim to ensure wider participation from students
and staff for 2013/14. Students across each of City’s
Schools will be able to bid on their own projects for funding
and will receive assistance from the Students’ Union and
the University with delivery of the projects. Additional
opportunities will be available for students wishing to act as
Green Impact Project Assistants and Auditors.

Staff members wishing to see their departments participate
in the Green Impact accreditation and award scheme
should email the Environment team.

Travel survey iPad mini winners

Congratulations to our winners in the recent travel survey
drawing. Kim Yorke (Facilities, Cass Business School) and
Abirra Kalatharan (Undergraduate, School of Engineering &
Mathematical Sciences) each won an iPad mini. Thanks to
all who participated in the survey. 
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Champion profile

Meet Shona
McIntosh
Environmental
Champion of the Year
2012-13
Widening Participation
Projects Officer
(Student Development
and Outreach)

Environmental
Champion profile

Meet Hannah Ryan-
Leah
ETS Administrator
(Information Services)

Where are you from?
London.
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