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Outcome of discussion: 

Due to the current stage in the recruitment cycle, the Committee strongly recommended that the 
programme commence in 2017 as opposed to 2016. This would allow the School to take advantage 
of a full recruitment cycle and minimise the need to rely on recruitment through Clearing. The 
programme would also be featured in the undergraduate prospectus (as ‘subject to approval’) for the 
full recruitment cycle. 

Conditions for a 2017 start: 

Conditions to be met before marketing for 2017 can take place:  

1. To clarify whether BPS accreditation for the programme has been confirmed.  If this has not 
yet been confirmed, to clarify the anticipated timescale for achieving accreditation, and to 
ensure that programme documentation and marketing materials clearly reflect that 
accreditation is not yet in place. 

2. To provide revised minutes containing full details of the discussion relating to the Stage 1 
approval of the programme at the School PARC held on the 18th June, to provide assurance 
that appropriate peer scrutiny within the School has taken place. 

Condition to be met within Stage 2 documentation: 
 

1. To liaise with LEaD to enhance the programme specification, ensuring that previous 
comments (appendix 5 of the Stage 1 proposal) are incorporated into the revised version, 
and to make distinctiveness and attractiveness of the programme clearer within the 
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Summary of discussion: 
 
1.  Rationale for the proposal 
 
The proposal to develop a new BSc in Criminology and Psychology would be run jointly by the 
Department of Psychology and the Department of Sociology. The proposed programme would be a 
development of existing provision within the School, which currently offers undergraduate degrees in 
both Psychology and Criminology. It was articulated within the documentation that one of the key 
distinctive features of the programme would be its accreditation by the British Psychological Society 
(BPS), which was anticipated to have a positive impact on the employability of graduates. 

The proposed programme aims to support the strategic aims of City, and would offer the potential to 
increase undergraduate student numbers with little additional cost. However, the Committee noted 
that the detail of the discussions at the School PARC held on the 18th June had not been provided 
within the Stage 1 documentation. In order to provide assurance that appropriate peer scrutiny 
within the School had taken place, it was agreed that revised minutes should be provided containing 
full details of the discussion relating to the Stage 1 approval of the programme prior to marketing the 
programme. 
 
 
2. Market research and marketing  
 
Due to the current stage in the recruitment cycle, the Committee strongly recommended that the 
programme commence in 2017 as opposed to 2016. This would allow for advantage to be taken of a 
full recruitment cycle and minimise the need to rely on recruitment through Clearing. The 

programme summary. 

Condition to be met if the School wishes to proceed with a 2016 start: 

1. In addition to the above, to provide a rationale for seeking approval for 2016 rather than 
2017 given the likely reliance on Clearing for a 2016 start and the importance of BPS 
accreditation for the programme, the status of which is currently unclear. 

Recommendations: 

1. To undertake further market research for the programme.  In particular, to provide 
additional evidence of demand for graduates of the programme from potential employers; to 
undertake further testing of the proposal with the target group of prospective students; and 
to expand the competitor analysis to consider competitor programmes in London offered by 
higher-ranking institutions that do not have ‘Criminology and Psychology’ as the programme 
title.  

2. To consider the possibility of offering students the option to undertake an interdisciplinary 
project in their final year to reflect that the programme covers both Criminology and 
Psychology. 
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programme would also be featured in the undergraduate prospectus (as ‘subject to approval’) for the 
full recruitment cycle. It was agreed that if the School wished to proceed with a 2016 start, a 
rationale for this should be provided, given the likely reliance on Clearing. 

It was articulated within the documentation that one of the key features of the programme would be 
its accreditation by the British Psychological Society. However, the Committee was unclear on 
whether this had already been confirmed or if not, the timescale involved in completing the process. 
Due to the emphasis placed on the BPS accreditation in terms of the programme’s attractiveness, it 
was agreed that this should be clarified before marketing can take place. The Committee noted that 
programme documentation and marketing materials should clearly reflect that accreditation is not 
yet in place, if this is the case.  It was considered that a 2017 would be more appropriate if BPS 
accreditation needed to be sought given its importance in attracting high quality students to the 
programme. 
 
The Committee discussed the competitor analysis and noted that higher ranking institutions were not 
included. It was agreed that the competitor analysis could be expanded to consider competitor 
programmes in London offered by higher-ranking institutions that do not have Criminology and 
Psychology as the programme title. The Committee suggested that it would be beneficial to provide 
further evidence of demand for graduates of the programme from potential employers, as well as 
undertaking further testing of the proposal with the target group of prospective students. 
 
 
3. Programme content 
 
The proposed curriculum would consist of existing modules which were currently taught on the BSc 
Psychology and the BSc Criminology programmes, with the exception of one potential additional 
module in Forensic Psychology, which was not currently offered. The Committee agreed that the 
proposal was a logical development of existing provision and in particular was positive about the 
Department’s plan to include Criminology modules from the first year of the programme, in 
comparison to other institutions where similar modules are only included in the final year. The 
Committee suggested that the programme team could consider the possibility of offering students 
the option to undertake an interdisciplinary project in their final year to reflect that the programme 
covered both Criminology and Psychology. 
 
The Committee noted that previous comments from LEaD had not been incorporated into the Stage 1 
submission (appendix 5 of the proposal). It was agreed that these comments should be incorporated 
into the revised programme specification in addition to further liaison with LEaD to enhance the 
programme specification and to make distinctiveness and attractiveness of the programme clearer 
within the programme summary. 
 

 

4. Resources 
 
As modules were currently being delivered for the BSc Psychology and Criminology programmes, it 
was anticipated that the requirement for extra resources would be minimal with the exception of 
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larger rooms to accommodate the additional students who would be taught alongside students of 
the existing degree programmes. It was noted within the documentation that a visiting lecturer with 
specialist subject expertise may also be required to teach the additional Forensic Psychology module. 
 
 
Laura Tull 
Academic Development Officer 
November 2015 


