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Professor Peter Brooks is currently a Professorial Fellow at the Centre for Health Policy- School of 

Population and Global Health University of Melbourne .He is the Executive Director Research at 

Northern Hospital Epping. Peter Brooks has held previous posts as Executive Dean of Health Sciences 

at the University of Queensland, as Professor of Medicine at St. Vincent’s Hospital, Sydney 

(University of New South Wales) and was the Foundation Professor of Rheumatology at the Royal 

North Shore Hospital and the University of Sydney. He completed his medical training at Monash 

University in Melbourne and then studied rheumatology under Professor Watson Buchanan in 

Glasgow. He is a recognised international expert in the therapy of rheumatic diseases and has played 

a major role in the development of clinical trials methodologies in this area – both measuring 

efficacy and adverse events. Over the past decade he has developed a major interest in health 

workforce reform in particular new models of care – pharmacist prescribing, the establishment of 

the first Physician Assistant program in Australia at the University of Queensland. 

As Executive Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences he set up a new School of Nursing and a School 

of Population Health recruiting Prof Alan Lopez to establish the School with a major focus on Global 

Burden of Disease .He established the Centre for On-Line health at the University of Queensland in 

2001 and subsequently recruited Prof Len Gray to head the unit. Prof Gray is the Chief Investigator 

on the NHMRC funded Centre for Research Excellence in Telehealth with Peter Brooks as one of the 

Associate Investigators. He was also instrumental in establishing Clinical Schools in Medicine of the 

University of Queensland in Brunei and in New Orleans.  More recently he has developed an interest 

in health workforce and inter-professional learning.  

He has a broad understanding of mobile technology advances including simulation and - and its 

ability to drive health workforce productivity. He was one of the founding members of OMERACT – 

outcome measures in rheumatology clinical trials- an international group which has for the last 20 

years set the benchmark for the evaluation of therapies in musculoskeletal medicine.  More recently 

he was involved with the establishment of active patient involvement in all OMERACT activities- a 

very important initiative that has helped to inform the agenda of Patient Related Outcomes (PROs) 

as important as we engage patients and the community in the health system.  

 He has significant international experience as an examiner and reviewer of health systems in Oman 

and Qatar and was a member of the International advisory panel established to designate the 

Academic Health Centres of Excellence program for the NHS in 2008/9.  

He currently is a member of the Board of the Epworth Foundation (Epworth Healthcare), Chair of the 

Academic Board of the Australian College of Health and has recently assumed Chair of the Patient 

Care Committee of Epworth Health. He is also on the Board of Arthritis Victoria. He has held past 

appointments  as a Member of the Board  Australasian Centre on Ageing -2002-2008, Member of the 

Australian Medical Council -2002-2006, Member Board General Practice Education and Training -

2001-2007, Chairman, Bone and Joint Decade Australia - 2000-2008. 

 


